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The rhythm of antagonism
The Arts Council Sounds Off on
Beware of Mr.  Baker.
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Yale Rep stages A Streetcar

Named Desire for first time.
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Underpants to open Long Wharf
season.
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St Ives 
Abstraction

a r t i n f o c u s

John Minton, Cornish Landscape, 1946, oil on canvas, Yale Center for British Art
Gift of George E. Dix, Yale BA 1934, MA 1942, © Royal College of Art 

1080 Chapel Street, New Haven, Connecticut
Tuesday–Saturday 10–5; Sunday 12–5
Free admission | 877 BRIT ART | britishart.yale.edu

y a l e  c e n t e r  f o r  b r i t i s h  a r t

April 12–September 29, 2013

Yale
University
Art
Gallery
VISIT WITH FRIENDS

Yale University Art Gallery, view of the American paintings and sculpture galleries, 2012

Expanded 
museum 
now open

Free and open 
to the public
artgallery.yale.edu

Letter from
the editor
With this edition of The Arts Paper, we offer
New Haven audiences a preview of how
several local performing arts organizations
will kick off their seasons.

As I wrote in one of our feature stories,
the New Haven Symphony Orchestra will
welcome back to Woolsey Hall an ascen-
dant violinist named Chad Hoopes, who
thrilled concertgoers two years ago with his
turn at the Tchaikovsky Violin Concerto in
D major. The NHSO’s opening-night con-
cert on October 3 will also feature Rex

Tremendae Majestratis, a fanfare for organ,
brass, and percussion, by composer and
Yale School of Music faculty member
Christopher Theofanidis, and Tchaikovsky
Symphony No. 5 in E minor. 

Amanda May, the Arts Council’s outgo-
ing communications manager, interviewed
Gordon Edelstein, Long Wharf Theatre’s
artistic director, about the organization’s
season-opening production of The Under-
pants, a work by Carl Sternheim adapted by
writer-actor-comedian Steve Martin.
Amanda also talked with Mark Rucker and
René Augesen about the Yale Repertory
Theatre’s first-ever production of Ten-
nessee Williams’ classic play, A Streetcar
Named Desire, which Rucker will direct and
Augesen will star in (as Blanche DuBois),

alongside Joe Manganiello (as Stanley
Kowalski).

This month, Hank Hoffman contributed
a profile of Edward Bolkovac, the director of
the New Haven Chorale and a member of
the Hartt School’s faculty, who explains his
passion for making music thus: “You have
to have a burning desire to communicate
with people — the people you're working
with and the potential audience.”

This edition of The Arts Paper also in-
cludes a commentary I wrote about Beware
of Mr. Baker, a recently released documen-
tary about drummer Ginger Baker, whose
work with Cream and Blind Faith inspired
all the generations that followed.

With the October issue of The Arts
Paper we’ll celebrate the 16th presentation

of City-Wide Open Studios and the people
— at Artspace and in studios throughout
the city — who make it such a beloved an-
nual event. When you’re done reading this
edition and are waiting for the October
issue, please remember to recycle.

And please join us in thanking Amanda
May for the outstanding work she did for
the Arts Council over the past two years.
We wish her all the best. ■

Sincerely,

David Brensilver, editor
The Arts Paper

The Arts Council proudly welcomes new members Barbara
Alexander, Cristina Biceglia, John Blanton, Brenda Cavanaugh,
Carol L. Cheney, Andrew F. Delucia, Gail Donohue, Frances
Gallogly, Hayward Gatling, Sarah Beth Goncarova-Hluchan,
Robin Hochstrasser, Hank Hoffman, Sandra Jedziniak & Je-
remy Mellitz, Helen Kauder & Barry Nalebuff, Steve Kovel,
Katherine Lukens, Vicki Melin, Charles Murphy, Victoria
Navin, Shanonda Nelson, Susan Papa, John Perry, Diana Say-
lor, Priscilla Searles, Bethany Sheffer, Kelly Taylor, Rena Tobey,
Gretchen Wohlgemuth, Bar, and Encore Music Creations.

We thank you for supporting us in our mission to
promote, advocate, and foster opportunities for artists, arts
organizations, and audiences. Because the arts matter.

Welcome, new membersIn the 
next issue
The October edi-
tion of The Arts
Paper will cele-
brate City-Wide
Open Studios.
Photo of last year’s
festival courtesy of
Artspace.

On the
cover
Edward Bolkovac
conducts the New
Haven Chorale.
Photo by Kevin J.
Andersen.
See story, page 4.
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hank hoffman

Spring day. Around 7 p.m. The sun is starting to set,
glowing orange-red in the sky. There are birds singing
around the Mount Carmel Burying Ground in Ham-

den, and a rustle of wind from off Sleeping Giant. These are
the outward markers of calm, but it isn’t calm, not by a long
shot. Cars rush past, heading back and forth on Whitney
Avenue. Motors drown out the peace. 

For Edward Bolkovac, music director of the New Haven
Chorale and a professor at the Hartt School, performing
music isn't about ego. Musicians must each be "the servant
of the music." And if they can master that, then perhaps
they can communicate something deeper to the audience
— spiritual transcendence.

The New Haven Chorale has three signature events pro-
grammed for the upcoming season: a Halloween-oriented
performance geared for children at Trinity Church on the
Green the afternoon of Sat., Oct. 26; a festive holiday con-
cert of baroque choral and orchestra works followed by hol-
iday favorites and sing-a-longs at East Haven High School
on Sat., Dec. 14; and a wide-ranging spring salute to Ameri-
can music at Battell Chapel on Sat., May 17. Bolkovac took
artistic leadership of the chorale, a community-based orato-
rio choir with about 80 singers, in 2003.

"They are extraordinary, intelligent, wonderfully busy
professionals who make music for all the right reasons," en-
thuses Bolkovac in an interview at his Hartt office.

Balance and eclecticism are key concepts for Bolkovac.
As relates to the chorale, Bolkovac notes that finding the
balance between having fun and working hard is essential
for effective rehearsals. And balance is essential to develop-
ing the chorale's repertoire and programming.

"Their repertoire has to be very broad. We try to touch

bases on all the various time periods of music and try to
keep rotating styles so they get experience with all sorts of
different things," says Bolkovac. In addition to programming
a broad repertoire of music, Bolkovac also tries to involve the
chorale regularly in collaborations with other ensembles, in-
cluding ones composed of Hartt students.

A choir conductor, Bolkovac says, needs to know "how to
coach and lead people to sing better. Sometimes the people
who are good coaches and teachers are not necessarily the
ones who have the most mellifluous voices on their own.

"You have to have good ears to hear the sounds coming
at you. You have to have a burning desire to communicate
with people — the people you're working with and the po-
tential audience," declares Bolkovac. 

As a conductor, Bolkovac says his goal is to spur the en-
semble to sing "the meaning behind the words."

"You have to have a vision of the text and the music and
how it comes together," he explains. "You also have to love
what you're doing because they'll see right through it if you
don't love the piece."

Bolkovac feels classical-music ensembles too often
coast on the reputations of the works they are performing.
But to really speak to an audience, performances have to be
"instilled with the enthusiasm, desire, and meaning behind
the words."

‘You have to have a
burning desire to
communicate with
people — the people
you're working with and
the potential audience.’
—Edward Bolkovac

The New Haven Chorale performs under the direction of Edward Bolkovac. Photo by Kevin J. Andersen.

artists next door

Finding the balance
as a ‘servant of the music’

New Haven Chorale director Edward Bolkovac sees music as a vehicle for transcendence
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"If you look at people in the rock field,
you may not like what they have to say, but
they give 150 percent," says Bolkovac. "My
attitude is that we should do the same with
the music we present."

Bolkovac offers the example of his fa-
ther. While his father "doesn't really under-
stand classical music," he is attuned to the
"important things/f—/fthe psyche behind
the music, the drama, the poignancy, not
getting lost in the details and program
notes. I always tell the choir you have to
communicate to those people in the audi-
ence. And if you're not committed psycho-
logically and spiritually, then
communication is not going to happen on
the most fundamental level.

"I spend a lot of time telling the kids, 'It's
not about you. It's about the music.' I would
tell the chorale that, too. Happiness be-
comes a by-product," says Bolkovac. "If you
get to that point — if you are a servant of the
music — then I hope at some point you real-
ize it's not about the music. It's about a tem-
porary, ephemeral glimpse of
transcendence."

Bolkovac moved to Connecticut in 1999
to teach at Hartt, which is part of the Uni-
versity of Hartford. Prior to joining the Hartt
faculty as the Primrose Fuller Professor of
Choral Music — becoming the leader of its
vocal division in 2001, an administrative po-
sition from which he just stepped down —
Bolkovac had a distinguished career teach-

ing in the Bay Area of California and at the
University of Queensland in Australia.
Bolkovac has traveled extensively through-
out the world to teach and conduct. Re-
cently, he signed on as choir director of the
Cathedral of Saint Joseph in Hartford.

Trained as a keyboardist and pianist, he
wanted to be another Arthur Rubenstein
but realized during college that it wasn't
going to happen. On the advice of one of his
mentors, a piano teacher, Bolkovac pon-
dered other options to harness his natural
musicality. 

"I always liked the sound of voices, the
sound of choirs and of voices singing to-
gether and the tuning. It was like a second
turn in the road," Bolkovac recalls.

Bolkovac notes that one of his mentors,
the late Thomas Dunn (a conductor and
musical director of the Handel and Haydn
Society), told him, "Don't get boxed in." 

Bolkovac tries to find a balance in his
own professional career. When he taught in
the Bay Area, he concentrated on early
music, becoming the artistic director of the
California Bach Society. Coming to Hartt, he
says, "provided different opportunities for a
different repertoire." 

"When an opportunity arises to conduct
an orchestra to do a Mozart symphony, I
will do it. I try and program some instru-
mental pieces at the cathedral," Bolkovac
says. "It helps to keep things fresh. I like the
idea of being eclectic." ■

New Haven is a region bursting with talented artists,
awesome arts organizations, dedicated arts administra-
tors, and enthusiastic arts enthusiasts.

Know someone who deserves recognition?  
Go to newhavenarts.org to submit a nomination for an

individual or organization. Deadline for nominations:
Monday, September 23 at 5 p.m.

The Arts Council’s 2013 Arts Awards luncheon will be
held December 6th at the Lawn Club.

Call For Nominations:
2013 Arts Awards

“In The Wings”
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Beware
of Mr. Baker
david brensilver

Several month ago, a band I work with had the
opportunity to open for the Sons of Cream — a
Cream tribute band, if that’s the right thing to
call it, featuring Jack Bruce’s son Malcolm on
bass, Ginger Baker’s son Kofi on drums, and a
guitarist named Godfrey Townsend. 

Kofi was a joy to watch and listen to, a foun-
tain of technique and style, like his father,
whose drumming with Cream and other cele-
brated groups has been hugely influential. And
as inspiring as his playing has been to my gen-
eration and the drumming heroes we marveled
at growing up, Ginger Baker’s personality has
been equally as damaging to his own career. 

Jay Bulger’s 2012 documentary Beware of Mr.
Baker introduces viewers to a man who seems
every bit the pain in the ass he’s long been sug-
gested to be. An expansion of a piece Bulger
wrote for Rolling Stone called The Devil and Gin-
ger Baker: Inside a gated compound in South
Africa, one of rock’s most legendary drummers is
still making enemies, the biographical film

chronicles Baker’s quickly earned reputation as
one of London’s best jazz drummers and his
time with Cream and Blind Faith, and the nar-
cotic-bolstered antagonistic behavior that
made each of his musical ventures short-lived. 

A number of my drumming heroes, Stewart
Copeland (The Police) and Neil Peart (Rush),
confirm Baker’s influence in Bulger’s film.

“He personally is what drums are all about,”
Copeland says. And to Peart, Baker “is the ar-
chetype” of a rock-and-roll drummer — inas-
much as those who grew up admiring his
playing became familiar with Baker primarily
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the arts council sounds off on …
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‘While Bulger’s film
chronicles Baker’s life
and his moves from
one place to another …
it also chronicles a
pattern of people
distancing themselves
from Mr. Baker.’
—David Brensilver

Image courtesy of Frank Publicity.
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through the music of Cream.
Asked by Bulger about his equally influen-

tial peers John Bonham (Led Zeppelin) and
Keith Moon (The Who), Baker scoffs.

“Bonham had technique, but he couldn’t
swing a sack of shit,” Baker says. 

Eric Clapton, with whom Baker played in
Cream, describes his former bandmate as a
“fully formed musician,” as opposed to merely
a rock drummer. 

Several times in Bulger’s film, Baker — per-
petually chain-smoking in a slightly reclined
armchair — says, “Don’t put music in boxes,”
referring to the genres we use to compart-
mentalize different styles. 

So earnest is Baker that the only time the
viewer sees anything like genuine emotion on
his face is when he refers, in a piece of
archival footage, to jazz-drumming icons Max
Roach, Art Blakey, and Elvin Jones as “dear
friends.” Also included in that group is Phil
Seamen, a British drummer who introduced
Baker to African rhythms and (indirectly)
heroin. 

Beware of Mr. Baker isn’t another “rocku-
mentary” about a career destroyed by excess.
It’s a look at a man whose extraordinary talent
and vision is undeniable but whose inability to
play nice with others limited the musical jour-
neys he embarked on. 

Clapton describes Baker in the film as “se-
riously antisocial.” And Jack Bruce, whom
Baker met in the jazz clubs of London, doesn’t
do much to hide the scars he got during his

time working with the boorish drummer. 
At one point in the movie, Bulger can be

heard asking Baker is he’s a “tragic hero,”
given that, for all his accomplishments, the
physically damaged drummer has no money
to speak of and lives in relative isolation in
South Africa, far from the musical circles he
once traveled in. 

Baker, predictably perhaps, tells Bulger to
stop asking such “intellectual” questions.
Maybe Baker simply doesn’t think like that, or
maybe the truth stings just a bit. 

Even Baker’s son, Kofi, has mixed feelings
about his father, saying at one point that
Baker’s life would have been easier had he not
had children, and saying at a later point in the
film that playing alongside his father in Cali-
fornia was tremendously meaningful. 

While Bulger’s film chronicles Baker’s life
and his moves from one place to another — in-
cluding a number of years he spent in Lagos,
Nigeria, soaking up the rhythms that sur-
rounded Fela Kuti — it also chronicles a pat-
tern of people distancing themselves from Mr.
Baker. 

And that leaves us appreciate something
Simon Kirke (Bad Company) says early on in
the film: “He influenced me as a drummer, but
not as a person.” ■

Visit bewareofmrbaker.com to learn more about Jay Bul-
ger’s film.

David Brensilver is the editor of The Arts Paper. This is his
opinion.
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Fall jazz 
Firehouse 12 presents its
annual Fall Jazz Series, Sep-
tember 14-December 14.
The venue is located at 45
Crown St., in New Haven.
Visit firehouse12.com for
detailed schedule informa-
tion. 

The John Lyman Center
for the Performing Arts at
Southern Connecticut State
University presents Jazz at
Lyman Center on Friday,
September 27, and Satur-
days, October 26, Novem-
ber 16, and December 7. The
Lyman Center is located at
501 Crescent St., in New
Haven. Visit tickets.south-
ernct.edu for schedule and
ticketing information. 

The Yale School of
Music’s Ellington Jazz Se-
ries features concert pro-
grams on October 4, November 8, and December 6. Performances take
place in Morse Recital Hall, in Sprague Memorial Hall, which is located at
470 College St., in New Haven. Visit music.yale.edu for more information. 

best of …

Over 30 years of Fine Professional Photography

harold shapiro

Guilford, Connecticut      203 988-4954
email : haroldshapirophoto@gmail.com

web site : www.haroldshapirophoto.com
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annual reports
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Retirement living
for those who value the arts.

200 Leeder Hill Drive | Hamden, CT 06517 | www.WhitneyCenter.com

Belief in the value of the arts to civilization is intrinsic to nourishing a
complete life. At Whitney Center, as at the Arts Council of Greater New
Haven, that belief is what sustains our culture.

Whitney Center residents also believe that achievement never retires. This
is demonstrated through their volunteerism and continued involvement in
the community. It is the value and the security of LifeCare, the hospitality 
and service of Whitney Center that support our
residents and make this lifestyle possible. 

A Heritage of Exceptional
Senior Living

WCTAP

Call us today at 203-848-2641
for a FREE Retirement Information Kit, 

or to learn about Whitney Center.

An exceptional 

liberal arts education, 

faculty who care, 

peers who inspire,  

a place to grow…

Where will
 you find…?

S C H O O L

ADMISSION OPEN HOUSE:  

Sunday, October 20, 2013, 12–4 pm

 

admission@

Only at Hopkins

Boney James performs at the Lyman Center on October

26. Photo by Harper Smith.

ArtsPaper Sept 2013  8/13/13  11:46 AM  Page 7



8 • theartspaper.com september 2013 •

season openers

Long Wharf Theatre
begins its season
with a sex farce
amanda may

Coming off a very successful season that in-
cluded the unveiling of a major renovation, as
well as critically acclaimed productions of My
Name is Asher Lev, Clybourne Park, and Satchmo at
the Waldorf, Long Wharf Theatre will start this
season with a comedy. 

Gordon Edelstein, the organization’s artistic
director, spoke with The Arts Paper about The Un-
derpants and the art of putting a season together.
The following includes snippets of that conversa-
tion. 

In Edelstein’s 13th year as artistic director,
and the theater’s 49th, he will be directing at
least two plays, the first of which is the season
opener, The Underpants, a 1910 German play by
Carl Sternheim (Die Hose), adapted by Holly-
wood funnyman and author Steve Martin. 

“It’s been several years since I’ve done an
out-and-out comedy, and I thought it was time,”

NewHavenSymphony.org
203.865.0831 x10

For a FREE Brochure:

120 Seasons... Still Surprising!

William Boughton,
music director

Classics Series
Tchaikovsky Triumphant 
Thursday, October 3, 2013 · Woolsey Hall · 7:30pm
Saturday, October 5, 2013 · Norwalk Concert Hall · 7:30pm

Lyricism & Longing  
Thursday, November 7, 2013 · Woolsey Hall · 7:30pm

The Princess & The Firebird  
Saturday, November 23, 2013 · Woolsey Hall · 7:30pm
Sunday, November 24, 2013 · Morgan HS, Clinton · 3:00pm

Wind on the Water: Augusta Read Thomas  
Thursday, February 27, 2014 · Woolsey Hall · 7:30pm

The Huntsmen of Wagner, Strauss & Beethoven  
Thursday, March 27, 2014 · Woolsey Hall · 7:30pm
Sunday, March 30, 2014 · Valley Regional HS, Deep River · 3:00pm

Brahms Requiem  
Thursday, April 24, 2014 · Woolsey Hall · 7:30pm
Friday, April 25, 2014 · Cathedral of St. Joseph, Hartford · 7:30pm

Rachmaninov Fantastique
Thursday, May 15, 2014 · Woolsey Hall · 7:30pm
Saturday, May 17, 2014 · Mechanics Hall, Worcester, MA · 8:00pm

Special Event
St. Nicholas
Thursday, December 5, 2013 · Trinity Episcopal Church on the Green, New Haven · 7:30pm
Friday, December 6, 2013 · Sacred Heart University · 7:30pm
Saturday, December 7, 2013 · First Congregational Church of Madison · 7:30pm

Check out our Pops and Family Series too!

yale institute of sacred music presents
Gwendolyn Toth, organ
Music of Gabrieli, di Lasso, Sweelinck and more
Sunday, September 15 • 8 pm
Marquand Chapel • 409 Prospect Sreet • New Haven
Part of Great Organ Music at Yale

Yale Schola Cantorum
David Hill, conductor
Music of Bruckner and more
Saturday, September 21 • 8 PM
St. Mary’s Church • 5 Hillhouse Avenue •  New Haven

TENET
Julian Wachner, conductor
Gesualdo: Tenebrae Responsories for Maundy Thursday

Saturday, September 28 • 5:30 PM
Christ Church Episcopal • 84 Broadway (at Elm) • New Haven

Preconcert talk at 4:30 PM

Free; no tickets required.

40 Celebrating 
40 Years  
at Yale

 www.yale.edu/ism

Gordon Edelstein directs a rehearsal for Long Wharf Theatre’s 2012 production of My Name is Asher Lev. Image courtesy of Long Wharf Theatre.

Putting on The Underpants
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Long Wharf Theatre’s
2013-14 season 

The Underpants
By Carl Sternheim, 
adaptated by Steve Martin
Directed by Gordon Edelstein
October 16-November 10

Fences
By August Wilson
Directed by Phylicia Rashad
November 27-December 22

The Consultant
World premiere
By Heidi Schreck
Directed by Kip Fagan
January 8-February 9, 2014

4000 Miles
By Amy Herzog
Directed by Eric Ting
February 19- March 16, 2014

The Shadow of the Hummingbird
World premiere
By Athol Fugard
Directed by Gordon Edelstein
March 26-April 27, 2014

The Last Five Years
Music and lyrics by Jason Robert
Brown
May 7-June 1, 2014

Edelstein said. “They’re always in the season, but (I) haven’t directed one in
years.”

For Edelstein, who chooses all of the plays for each season, it’s important to
stay challenged as a director. 

“You put together a menu of work, and I try to pick plays for myself to direct
that I’m passionate about, something I have something to say about. And it’s al-
ways good if I’m a little nervous,” he said. 

While he personally tends not to direct a lot of comedy, his work “always has
comedy in it.” 

“I’m always interested in finding the comedic side to otherwise tragic situa-
tions,” he explained. 

“Comedy is a funny word,” Edelstein continued. “What’s called comedy now
has changed from the past. People don’t write comedies any more. They are
much more bittersweet and melancholy now, compared to what Oscar Wilde or
Shakespeare wrote. But this play is totally a comedy, even though it has a seri-
ousness of purpose about it.” 

Edelstein contends that Steve Martin, even at his most ridiculous, has a seri-
ousness to him. This unique capability to mix silly with smart has long been
Martin’s key to success.

“He mixes high and lowbrow as well as anybody,” Edelstein said. “Think
about Steve’s career — he’s one of the smartest guys in show business. His origi-
nal stand up was brilliant and post-modern. He really changed comedy.” 

While most people know Martin as an actor and comedian — the “wild and
crazy guy” that got big laughs on Saturday Night Live — he has long been a
writer as well. 

“He’s a great writer,” Edelstein said. “I prefer Roxanne (the 1987 movie that
Martin wrote the adaptation for) to (Edmond Rostand’s verse play) Cyrano de
Bergerac. He’s always been a writer, most stand-up comedians write their own
jokes. He combines complete goofball, sometimes it’s even stupid, with a smart-
ness. In fact, I was speaking to him last night — he is erudite, brilliant.”

The play itself is not that well known. It was written in 1910 and banned in
1911 in Germany for being “risqué.”  

Edelstein promises that by today’s standards, The Underpants is not. 
“It is hilarious, in the great tradition of sex farces, but is also a meditation on

fame,” he explained. “Sex is a great topic for humor, the most classical. It won’t
be shocking, god no, but people will relate to it and, I hope, find it very funny.”

In the play, which takes place in the early 1900s in Dusseldorf, several men
are doing everything they can to get into the underpants of a woman — a
woman whose underpants they've glimpsed, fleetingly (by accident), according
to Edelstein.

“What can be older than that a bunch of guys chasing a cute girl, making
fools of themselves?” he asked.

The Underpants is just one piece of the season Edelstein put together. 
To plan a season “the forces that come together are many and always com-

plicated,” according to Edelstein. In addition to considering which plays he can
secure and cast, for him, each play should ask a question. 

“It’s an investigation,” he explained. “If you know the answer beforehand,
why are you asking the question? I choose plays that ask a question that I’m in-
terested in, and of course the audience as well. At the same time, I try to pick
plays that I am reasonably confident I can come up with some answer.”

According to Edelstein, this will be a “varied season” and it should have a “hi-
larious, spirited, and irreverent” start. 

Other highlights of the season that Edelstein is looking forward to include
the world premiere of a new Athol Fugard play, The Shadow of the Hummingbird,
in which Fugard will appear onstage for the first time in over a decade. It is the
second play that Edelstein plans to direct this season. 

“This is a great work by a late master about living and dying, and how to live
one’s life,” Edelstein said. “It is written by and starring one of the most important
voices in the world theater in the last 50 years. We are honored that Athol has
chosen to give us his newest play.

“We will also have a beautiful musical, The Last Five Years by Jason Robert
Brown,” Edelstein said. “It is a brilliantly moving portrait of a marriage with gor-
geous music and hilarious lyrics. I think this love story strikes a chord with peo-
ple of all ages.”

Phylicia Rashad will also be directing at Long Wharf Theatre this year, in the
second play of the 2013-2014 season, Fences, the Pulitzer Prize-winning classic
by August Wilson. 

For more information about the 2013-14 season, or to purchase tickets, visit
www.longwharf.org or call 203-787-4282. ■

Steve Martin. Image courtesy of Long Wharf Theatre.

Join the 
Arts Council!
The Arts Council of Greater New
Haven is dedicated to enhancing, de-
veloping, and promoting opportuni-
ties for artists, arts organizations,
and audiences throughout the
Greater New Haven area. Join us
today!
newhavenarts.org/membership

The Arts Paper
Read our feature articles and down-
load the latest edition. 
theartspaper.com

Arts Council on Facebook
Get the inside scoop on what’s hap-
pening in the arts now!
facebook.com/
artscouncilofgreaternewhaven

Media Lounge
Sample the artistic bounty our region
has to offer.
Check out this virtual multimedia
gallery of local talent.
newhavenarts.org/medialounge

Creative Directory
Looking for something? Find local
creative businesses and artists with
our comprehensive arts-related direc-
tory. 
You should be listed here!
newhavenarts.org/directory

E-newsletter
Your weekly source for arts happen-
ing in Greater New Haven.
Sign up at: newhavenarts.org

Arts Paper
ad and calendar
deadlines
The deadline for advertisements and
calendar listings for the October 2013
edition of The Arts Paper is Monday,
August 26, at 5 p.m.

Deadlines for future editions of
The Arts Paper are as follows:

November 2013:
Monday, September 30, 5 p.m.

December 2013:
Monday, October 28, 5 p.m.

Calendar listings are for Arts Council
members only and should be submit-
ted online at newhaven arts.org. Arts
Council members can request a user-
name and password by sending an e-
mail to amay@newhavenarts.org.
The Arts Coun cil's online calendar
includes list ings for programs and
events taking place within 12 months
of the cur rent date. Listings submit-
ted by the calendar deadline are in-
cluded on a monthly basis in The Arts
Paper.

‘I’m always interested in
finding the comedic side to
otherwise tragic situations.’
—Gordon Edelstein
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Tennessee Williams’ Pulitzer Prize-winning play A Streetcar Named
Desire will open the Yale Repertory Theatre’s season on September
20 at the University Theatre, 222 York St., in New Haven. The play
had its world premiere a few blocks over at the Shubert Theater
(in 1947, starring Jessica Tandy and Marlon Brando) and hasn’t
been staged by a professional company here since 1971. This will
be the first production of the play put on by the Yale Repertory
Theatre. 

If you have managed to miss all of the revivals, movies, and
even operas that have been based on the play over the past 60
years, here is a nice synopsis offered by the Yale Rep: “The play
takes place in the steamy French Quarter of New Orleans, where
an electrifying battle of wills ignites between southern belle
Blanche DuBois and her working class brother-in-law Stanley
Kowalski. Nerves fraying and beauty fading, Blanche is both re-
pelled and intrigued by Stanley’s primal brutishness — even as he
threatens to reveal her darkest secrets and destroy her illusions.” 

The play will star René Augesen as Blanche DuBois and Joe
Manganiello as Stanley Kowalski. Mark Rucker will direct. 

According to Steven Padla of the Yale Rep, “it’s a nice home-
coming for the play, back to the city where it was born; and for
these two longtime artistic collaborators (Rucker and Augesen),
who have worked together numerous times. They are two School
of Drama graduates returning to Yale, where they got their starts
in the profession, to do this play in particular.”

The Arts Paper reached Rucker and Augesen in San Francisco to
talk about the production. Here are those conversations.

Mark Rucker
Tell me about your time at Yale. 
I had a wonderful three years at Yale and it’s actually where I first
discovered Tennessee Williams, in my first year. 

Favorite memories/ hangouts in New Haven?
I was shocked to see that Sullivan’s, the hangout
of the Drama School, has closed. I’ve been going
there since 1989.

Have you been back in New Haven much since?
I’ve been going back to Yale since I graduated in
1992. It’s kind of a second home to me, New
Haven. I usually do a show there every couple of
years, if I’m lucky. 

The Yale Repertory Theatre told me you have
wanted to direct A Streetcar Named Desire for
some time.
Yes, I can’t believe I’m finally doing it. At American
Conservatory Theater in San Francisco, where I
am the associate artistic director, we were slated
to do it, but couldn’t get the rights. We ultimately
had to change the show. Then (Yale Repertory
Theatre Artistic Director) James Bundy, he and I
have a great relationship, called me up and offered
for me to do it at the Yale Repertory Theatre. 

Have you spent time in New Orleans?
My mother is from Mississippi and spent part of
her childhood in New Orleans, so last fall, she
asked if I would take her on a trip. It was a revela-
tion. We saw the French Quarter and a lot of New
Orleans. I went out on my own, and walked

around, heard the music. At the time I thought I was doing Street-
car here (in San Francisco), and so I was already thinking about it.
(Tennessee Williams) describes hearing music in four different lo-

cations around you, I’d never experienced it before, but it’s defi-
nitely true. 

Why choose René for your leading lady? I heard she was your
first and only pick to play Blanche. 
René is one of my very favorite actresses in the world. She’s bril-
liant, she’s southern, and seems like a good fit. She’s younger than
some Blanches you see in the theater, and I think that’s great.
Frankly, I’d do anything with her. 

Have you met or worked with Joe Manganiello before? How did
your casting process work?
I went down to L.A., where I’m from, and hung out with him. We
had a meeting and talked a lot. It’s his favorite play in the world, he
said some really remarkable things. I knew it would be a great fit. I
have a friend who is on the TV show (True Blood) with him. We
talked about the play a lot and theater in general. He really values
being trained in the theater, doesn’t want to stay away from the

René Augesen as Blanche in Tennessee Williams’ A Streetcar Named Desire. Photo by Joan Marcus.
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A Streetcar Named Desire
returns to New Haven

Yale Rep opens season with the Tennessee Williams classic

Mark Rucker. Photo by Kevin Berne, courtesy of

American Conservatory Theatre.
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theater for too long … which is amazing because it’s hard work, and not very
lucrative.  But he loves it so much he wants to do it. 

Do you see a difference directing actors who are primarily stage actors as
opposed to TV actors?
In the past I’ve had experiences with actors who haven’t been on stage in a
while. It’s harder for them to get going. If they don’t keep their toes in the
theater world, it’s hard to get back. It’s like an athlete, you have to keep the
thread going or it’s harder and harder to get back. I see more and more TV
actors these days. It used to be harder once you got into TV/film to get back
to other media, but it’s much more fluid now. 

In reading into the history of the play, which I’m sure you know premiered
here in New Haven at the Shubert, it’s said that this play and Marlon
Brando’s portrayal of Stanley caused a shift from melodramatic drama to
dramatic naturalism … How will you direct it here in New Haven? 
The play is this fascinating mixture of a kind of realism, naturalistic acting
that was popular in the mid-20th century, and this incredibly illusionistic,
lush writing that Williams did. So it’s realism, and not realism at the same
time. The play is this amazing set of circumstance and (an) incredible battle
between these two characters, and at the same time there’s Stella, Blanche’s
sister, and Mitch, Blanche’s last chance at happiness. All combine to create
this incredible circumstance. It’s a clash between an animalistic man and a
southern woman. But the more I look at it it’s a threesome (with Stella), then
a foursome (with Mitch). An incredible force of things that come together. 

Blanche’s personality was written as rather melodramatic, some even say
with mental health issues. Any trepidation about mental health portrayals? 
I’m not thinking about it as somebody who is going down a path to insanity.
I’m trying to think about it in a different way. I’m not thinking about it as
mental illness, I’m just thinking about it as a person who has gone through
these circumstances, someone who has lost her home, family, and is trying
to keep it together as a schoolteacher and has been sent away. She is some-
body who has done everything wrong in a situation. She’s desperate, drink-
ing a lot, making lots of bad choices, and she is up against this man who
exposes her completely. There is an incredible duality. I can’t wait to get in a
rehearsal room. 

Will your interpretation focus the audiences’ sympathy with Blanche or
with Stanley? 
That’s an interesting question. I believe that it’s this incredible battle and I
find working on it that I see the parts where Blanche eclipses Stanley, and
where Stanley eclipses Blanche. I don’t know if I want to focus on who you
sympathize with. It’s easy to think of Blanche as a sympathetic character,
but she has incredible coping techniques. I find sympathy with Stanley who
is in this situation with a sophisticated character. She makes him feel lesser,
which nobody likes. He is more affected by the upper class. She pulls her
sister back to her southern aristocracy, which he is obviously attracted to,
but he must keep Stella under control. I want to find all the colors and bring
them out and see what happens. 

Sounds like you’re coming to it with fresh eyes. 
I hope so. I want to come to it with fresh eyes, but don’t want to manipulate
it. People have told me not to do too much, overdo the set, or create a
“whole new Stanley.” The advice I’ve given in the readings is to please honor
the play and the characters, look at it with your point of view and in 2013, but
don’t do too much. It’s a balancing act for me — (to) make it fresh but also
honor what it is, because it’s a beautiful, beautiful play.

René Augesen
Tell me about your time at Yale.
I loved it, I really did. I loved every minute of it. It’s the first time I thought,
this is what I want to do for the rest of my life. The first time I understood
phrases that had been thrown at me in acting classes, but didn’t get. It was
rigorous and time consuming, but I loved every minute of it.  

Have you been back in New Haven much since?
Though I have worked with James Bundy, I have only been back to Yale Rep
once, for A Woman of No Importance, in 2008. 

What’s your first memory of reading or seeing this play?
I read it in high school, but I don’t remember. I guess it wasn’t until I got to
grad school, around that time — when everybody was reading every play

they possibly could — that I remember it. I like when I pick up a script and it
seems impossible and it seems so scary. It was one of a handful of scripts
that taking on that task seemed really scary and frightening. The breadth of
it is awesome. I’ve not seen the film in a long time, and if I’m doing some-
thing I don’t — but I admit to “YouTubing” the Marlon Brando “Stella mo-
ment.” 

Have you spent time in New Orleans?
I grew up in Texas, and after undergrad I sort of wandered around for a while,
I lived (in) a few places. One was in a little town across Lake Pontchartrain
from New Orleans. The French Quarter, it’s like a totally different world. It’s
like the air changes and the electricity, it’s like you’re somewhere else. 

So they were formative years?
I suppose it was, although I wasn’t doing any acting. I was wandering
around. I expect to draw from the memories for my character. The five
senses of every character are informed by your imagination and I just hap-
pen to have first-hand knowledge of New Orleans. 

Have you worked with Mark Rucker before? You were his first and only
pick for Blanche.
We have worked together a number of times and I love working with him
and am very grateful that that’s the case  — that he has that faith in me and I
have faith in him. I’m very much looking forward to it. 

Have you met or worked with Joe?
No, I have never met him, never worked with him. It’s almost always the
case, for every show you do. For two months you’re forced into a marriage
with people. I’m always very nervous on the first day. 

Are you thinking of Blanche as a person with mental health issues, or just
a person that is dealing with extenuating circumstances?
For right now, I’m keeping myself from articulating any specific definition. I
don’t like to have any judgments before I get into the room. Certainly, she’s a
person who has had a lot happen to her and exists in a world which is anx-
ious for her most of the time, but I usually like to find out how that manifests
itself in rehearsal. There is always a sort of this alchemy of people. It
wouldn’t be the same if it was different people. There is magic that happens
in the room.

Do you see Blanche as a character that you can sympathize with? 
Oh, absolutely. 

Can you sympathize with the character Stanley?
I think I can with all of them. All of them are a product of their history, and
every character, every person really, is flawed in big ways and small. Every
character, unless it’s a caricature, is sympathetic. You just have to find your
way in. 

With so many revivals, how do you approach the play with fresh eyes? 
There is a lot of baggage for Blanche and for Stanley, and even for Stella. It’s
a movie that everyone might not have seen, but everybody knows certain
lines or scenes from the movie and I can’t let myself be informed by past
even iconic performances because it puts a pressure that’s not fair up in
your head. I just hope I find a really interesting, compelling way to make
people interested in her again. Certainly the writing is compelling in and of
itself. I just have to hope I can rise to that. I’m very excited. ■

Rene Augusen. Image courtesy of Yale Rep.

‘The play is this fascinating mixture of a kind of realism,
naturalistic acting that was popular in the mid-20th century, and

this incredibly illusionistic, lush writing that Williams did.’
—Mark Rucker
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Classes & Workshops
ACES Educational Center for the Arts 55
Audubon St., New Haven. 203-777-5451.
www.aces.org/schools/eca.
Modern and Ballet Dance Classes. ACES ECA Edu-
cational Center for the Arts will be offering mod-
ern dance classes with Pamela Newell and ballet
with Suzanne Stack. Open to the public. Contact:
Mariane Banar Fountain, x. 14202 or e-mail mba-
narfountain@aces.org. Every Monday and Tues-
day. Fee: $15, 10-class pass $100, free for ECA
alumni. 

Annie Sailer Location TBD. 347-306-7660.
www.anniesailer.com.
Modern Dance Classes. Ongoing Hawkins-based
modern dance classes for adults (mixed level)
taught by Annie Sailer. Emphasis on release of
tight muscles, pelvis-initiated free-flow move-
ment, and correct body alignment. Annie Sailer
has an MA in dance, has taught modern dance for
30 years, and directs the NYC-based Annie Sailer
Dance Company. Please contact Annie at annie-
sailer@gmail.com for locations, dates, and times.
$15 per class.

Arts Center Killingworth 276 North Parker Hill
Road, Killingworth. 860-663-5593. www.artscen-
terkillingworth.org.
Fall Art Programs. We offer art programs year
round and seasonal events. Fall programs include
adult weekend workshops, classes and intensives:
Sewing, Fashion Illustrator Study, Jewelry Design,
Photography, Silk Scarf Painting, Encaustic Paint-
ing; Adult Weekday Classes: Oil and Acrylic Paint-
ing, Drawing I & II; Just4 Kids: Sculpting, Painting,
Drawing, Preschool Art. 

Encore Music Creations Bethesda Lutheran
Church, 305 St. Ronan St., New Haven. 585-766-
3355. www.EncoreMusicCreations.com.
Music Lessons. We welcome students of all ages
and levels to study piano, jazz piano, organ, harp-
sichord, music theory, or music history. We are
supportive, flexible, and prepared to help you
meet your individual goals. Prepare for auditions
or AP exams with expert tutors. Based in New
Haven, our instructors have graduate degrees
from Yale University and the Eastman School.
Contact us for pricing options. Encore@Encore-
MusicCreations.com. 

Creative Arts Workshop 80 Audubon S., New
Haven. 203-562-4927. www.creativeartswork-
shop.org.
Creative Arts Workshop Wood carving, printmak-
ing, jewelry, encaustic, collage and more. Fall Ses-
sion begins Sept 16- early registration is
recommended. Check out new classes in fashion
design! Courses for adults and young people also
include drawing and painting, sculpture, photogra-
phy, book arts, fiber, pottery, and beyond. Scholar-
ships available. 

Davison Art Center, Print Reference Library 301
High St., Middletown. 860-685-3355. www.wes-
leyan.edu/cfa.
“From Abstraction to Post-Modernism: American
Prints, 1950s-1980s.” Join the Wesleyan Institute
for Lifelong Learning and the Friends of the Davi-
son Art Center for this short course on American
prints from the 1950s to the 1980s. Sessions will
discuss the abstraction of a variety of artists and
will be taught by Curator Clare Rogan. Wednes-
days. The course will meet at the Davison Art
Center to view selected artists’ prints in the col-
lection. To register for this course, contact the
Wesleyan Institute for Lifelong Learning at

www.wesleyan.edu/will. $70. 6-7:30 p.m. 

Melinda Marquez Flamenco Dance Center St.
Paul/St. James, 57 Olive St. (corner of Chapel and
Olive), New Haven. 203-361-1210. www.melin-
damarquezfdc.org.
Flamenco Dance Classes. Classes for all levels, ages
4 through adult. Contact MMFDC for more infor-
mation. 

Neighborhood Music School 100 Audubon St.,
New Haven. 203-624-5189. 
Neighborhoodmusicschool.org. 
English Country Dance. Cheerful dances. Friendly
community. Beautiful music. All dances taught.
Beginners welcome. Come with or without a part-
ner. Dances taught by Peggy Vermilya. Music by
Marshall Barron, Grace Feldman, and Margaret
Ann Martin, with musicians from Marshall’s
Dance Band workshops. $30 for a semester of les-
sons and rehearsals.

Present and Perform 59 Elm St., New Haven. 646-
288-1641. www.presentandperform.com.
Adult Acting Classes. This seven-week course will
teach students foundational acting techniques in a
positive, professional environment. Students will
learn how to apply training to scene work and also
enhance their presentation skills. Instructor
Mariah Sage is a professional actor who has
taught students of all levels nationwide. Private
coaching also available. $300. 6:30-8:30 p.m. 

Royal Scottish Country Dance Society Whitney
Arts Center 591 Whitney Ave., New Haven. 203-
281-6591. www.rscdsnewhaven.org.
Scottish Country Dancing. Enjoy dancing the social
dances of Scotland. Come alone or with a friend.
All dances taught. Wear soft-soled non-street
shoes. Every Tuesday evening. $8 per evening.
First night free. 7:45-10 p.m. 

World Music Hall 40 Wyllys Ave., Middletown.
860-685-3355. www.wesleyan.edu/cfa.
Wesleyan Youth Gamelan Ensemble Classes. No
prior experience necessary. Your child can visit on
the first day to try the gamelan — if they like it,
sign them up! The ensemble is open to all children
ages 7-14. The group learns the traditional music
from Java and Indonesia. Fall classes conclude
with a performance with the Wesleyan Gamelan

Ensemble on Thursday, December 5, at 7 p.m. Re-
hearsals are on Saturday mornings, from 10-11 a.m.
$30 for a semester of lessons and rehearsals. 

Dance
12 Thursday 
Doug Varone and Dancers —
“Stripped/Dressed” featuring Rise and Carrugi.
An intimate look at Doug Varone’s work, the first
half of the program, “Stripped,” opens with his
masterpiece Rise (1993), with music by John
Adams, where the dancers appear as they would
in rehearsal. For the second half of the program,
“Dressed,” the company returns in costume and
performs the fully-produced Connecticut premiere
of Carrugi. CFA Theater, Wesleyan University Cen-
ter for the Arts, 271 Washington Terrace, Middle-
town. 860-685-3355. www.wesleyan.edu/cfa.

13 Friday 
“Dine/Dance/Discover.” Designed to bring audi-
ences closer to the work on stage,
“Dine/Dance/Discover” is a new event taking
place before and after all three 2013-2014 Breaking
Ground Dance Series performances. The package
is only a $15 add-on to the regular ticket price and
includes a movement workshop, catered dinner,
and a post-performance dessert and discussion.
Space is limited to 24 people, so call the Wesleyan
University Box Office at 860-685-3355 today! Fay-
erweather Dance and Theater Studios, Wesleyan
Center for the Arts, 55 Wyllys Ave., Middletown.
860-685-3355. www.wesleyan.edu/cfa.

Exhibitions
A-Space Gallery West Cove Studio, 30 Elm St.,
West Haven. 203-500-0268.
www.westcovestudio.org.
From the Museum of False Art: True Paintings by
Richard Falco. A comprehensive exhibition of art-
work once thought not to exist. September 1-28.
By chance or by appointment. 

Art Studio North Wesleyan University Center for
the Arts, 283 Washington Terrace, Middletown.
860-685-3355. www.wesleyan.edu/cfa.
“Centrifugal March” Performance/Installation by Aki
Sasamoto ’04. One of the 17 featured artists in the

The Alumni Show II. September 10. 7:30 p.m. Free,

Artspace 50 Orange St., New Haven. 203-772-
2709. www.artspacenh.org.
Summer Apprenticeship Program: Human Kaleido-
scope. A collaborative installation and video proj-
ect between the Artspace Summer Apprentices
and artist Erika Van Natta. Through September 7.
Wednesday-Thursday, 12–6 p.m.; Friday-Saturday,
12–8 p.m. Free and open to the public
The Artspace Project Room: Three Installations.
Three artists, selected from an open call, will each
be given one of Artspace’s galleries to create an
installation. Through September 7. Wednesday-
Thursday, 12–6 p.m.; Friday-Saturday, 12–8 p.m.
Free and open to the public.

Atticus Bookstore/Cafe 1082 Chapel St., New
Haven. 203-776-4040. atticusbookstorecafe.com.
Food for Thought. This body of work depicting fresh
produce, often inspired by visits to regional farm-
ers’ markets, strives to communicate an excite-
ment of eye and appetite to the viewer.
Manipulation of color, shape, line, and composi-
tion is employed to translate the intensity of the
artist’s personal vision. September 9-October 20.
Monday-Thursday, 7 a.m.-9 p.m.; Friday-Saturday,
7 a.m.-10 p.m.; Sunday, 8 a.m.-9 p.m. Free.

City Gallery 994 State St., New Haven. 203-782-
2489. www.city-gallery.org.
Generations. New work by Mary Lesser featuring
mixed-media paintings with collage and hand-
sewing, alluding to landscape and floral images.
Artist’s reception: Sunday, September 8, 2-5 p.m.
September 7-27. Thursday-Sunday, 12-4 p.m. Free.

Creative Arts Workshop 80 Audubon St., New
Haven. 203-562-4927. www.creativeartswork-
shop.org.
Inside Out Inside: August Installation. Don’t miss
this continuation of the Inside Out New Haven proj-
ect that was installed under two highway over-
passes in summer 2012! Features photos by Ian
Christmann, Jeffrey Kerekes, Al Muzzi, Kelly
Jensen, Anthony DeCarlo, Miles Lasater and Chris
Randall. This exhibition is viewable 24/7 through
the windows of the Workshop’s Hilles Gallery.
Through September 2. Free
Young People’s Department Show. An exhibition of
work from CAW’s youngest artists! The show fea-
tures artwork by CAW students ages 2 through 18,
as well as examining the process and philosophy
behind developing creativity in children. Recep-
tion: Sunday, September 15, 2-4 p.m. September
13-October 11. Monday-Friday, 9:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m.;
Saturday, 9 a.m.-12 p.m. 

Da Silva Gallery 897-899 Whalley Ave., New
Haven. 203-387-2539. www.dasilva-gallery.com.
The Sixth Sense. An exhibition of monotype prints
by Oi Fortin. The sixth sense is intuition — the
power of knowing or understanding something
without reasoning. How we tap into our sixth
sense is not clear, but each one of us carries this
gift. September 6-October 2. Opening reception:
Friday, September 6, 6-9 p.m. Wednesday-Satur-
day, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Free.

Davison Art Center Wesleyan University Center
for the Arts, 301 High St., Middletown. 860-685-
3355. www.wesleyan.edu/cfa.
Themes and Variations: Seriality in American Print,
1960-1980. Making sets and series is inherently
part of the printmaking process. With the boom in
printmaking in the 1960s, many artists explored
ways to develop themes and variations within
print portfolios. Drawn from the collection of the
Davison Art Center an array of different artists
will be displayed from this time period. Tuesday-

The Shubert Theater presents “An Evening with Graham Nash” on September 19. Image courtesy of the Shubert.
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Sunday, 12-4 p.m., closed October 18-22 and No-
vember 25-December 2. Opening reception: Sep-
tember 19, 5-7 p.m. with gallery talk by Curator
Clare Rogan at 5:30 p.m. 

Elm City Artists Gallery 55 Whitney Ave., New
Haven. 203-922-2359. www.elmcityartists.com.
An Eclectic Collection. Local artists with unique vi-
sions. Vibrant collage/mixed media, watercolor,
oil, pastel and more. Traditional to contemporary
paintings and pottery, including still life, land-
scapes, and abstract art. You will meet a different
artist manning the gallery each day and will learn
more about their art. September 3-October 26.
Monday-Saturday, 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Free.

Ezra and Cecile Zilkha Gallery Wesleyan Univer-
sity Center for the Arts, 283 Washington Terrace,
Middletown. 860-685-3355.
www.wesleyan.edu/cfa.
The Alumni Show II. In honor of the 40th anniver-
sary of the Center for the Arts, Alumni Show II
looks back at four decades of Wesleyan artists.
Featuring 17 artists whose work spans a broad
range of contemporary practice and media, in-
cluding painting, sculpture, drawing, installation
art, video art, performance, and films. September
6-December 8. Tuesday-Sunday, 12-5 p.m., closed
November 20-25. Free. Opening reception: Sep-
tember 10, 5-7 p.m. Free.

Fred Giampietro Gallery 315 Peck St., New Haven.
203-777-7760. www.giampietrogallery.com.
Zachary Keeting — Recent Work, and Clare Grill —
“Steeped.” Zachary Keeting has developed a
unique approach of applying acrylic to canvas. His
paintings are visually compelling as they exhibit
his great understanding of color, surface, texture,
and composition. Clare Grill writes, “My paintings
come from a reverence for and curiosity about
what’s past — mine and everyone’s.” September 6-
October 5. Tuesday-Friday, 10 a.m.-4 p.m.; Satur-
day, 11 a.m.-4 p.m.; and by appointment. Opening
reception: September 6, 5-8 p.m. Artists talk: Sep-
tember 21, 2 p.m. Free.

Gallery 195 195 Church St., 4th Floor, New Haven.
203-772-2788. www.newhavenarts.org.
Anita Soos and Ken Lovell. While Anita Soos cre-
ates painterly prints that are atmospheric and ref-
erence the landscape, Ken Lovell, a digital painter,
programs random elements from computer gener-
ated templates. Both artists explore the balance of
chance and choice, as dictated by the processes
and materials inherent in their respective medi-
ums. Presented by the Arts Council of Greater
New Haven. Reception: September 10, 5-7 p.m.
Through September 20. Monday-Wednesday, 9
a.m.-4 p.m.; Thurs-Friday, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Free.

Institute Library Gallery 847 Chapel St., New
Haven. 203-562-4045. institutelibrary.org.

Head. Works by Lani Asuncion, Joe Brittain, Cal
Crawford, Georgia Dickie, Cheryl Donegan, Stacie
Johnson, Roy Lichtenstein, David Livingston, Laura
Marsh, and Christopher Michlig. Curated by Jeff
Ostergren. September 7-28. Monday-Friday, 10
a.m.-6 p.m.; Saturday, 11 a.m.-2 p.m. Free.

John Slade Ely House Center for Contemporary
Art 51 Trumbull St., New Haven. 203-624-8055.
www.elyhouse.org.
New Haven Paint and Clay Club Active Members Ex-
hibit. More than 100 pieces of painting, printmak-
ing, and sculpture from current members of the
New Haven Paint and Clay Club. Opening recep-
tion: September 15, 2-5 p.m. For exhibit informa-
tion, send e-mail to dmgall@aol.com or call
203-288-6590. September 15-October 6. Wednes-
day-Friday, 11 a.m.-4 p.m.; Saturday-Sunday, 2-5
p.m. Free and open to the public.

Kehler Liddell Gallery 873 Whalley Ave., New
Haven. 203-389-9555. www.kehlerliddell.com.
Sven Martson: My Seventies Show, Photographs:
1972-1979. The mid-1970s were a very significant
period for artist Sven Martson as he made the

transition from painting to photography. Stem-
ming from studio shoots, Sven took to the outside
world with a single camera, documenting life and
moments as he lived them. September 5-October
6. Artist reception: September 22, 3-6 p.m. 11 a.m.-
4 p.m. Free and open to the public.
Hank Paper, New Italian Color: From the Gestural to
Graphic Design. In New Italian Color, from the ges-
tural to graphic design, Hank Paper transforms the
scenes commonly associated with travel in Italy,
the gondolas, cafes and cathedrals and gives them
a streetwise makeover. Paper made the conscious
decision to photograph Italy as he saw it, avoiding
the tourist meccas and choosing his own stories
and moments. September 5-October 6. Artist re-
ception: September 22, 3-6 p.m. 11 a.m.-4 p.m. Free
and open to the public.

Mansfield Freeman Center for East Asian Stud-
ies Gallery Wesleyan University Center for the
Arts, 343 Washington Terrace, Middletown. 860-
685-3355. www.wesleyan.edu/cfa.
Faces of China, 1981: Photographs by Tom Zetter-
strom. Tom Zetterstrom’s photographs offer a
glimpse of China’s people in only the third year of

Deng Xiaoping’s “Reform and Opening Up.” The
people in these color and black-and-white por-
traits are guileless, everyday people who stand on
the brink of enormous social change. An opening
reception on September 11, at 12 p.m., will include
a gallery talk by curator Patrick Dowdy and pho-
tographer Tom Zetterstrom. A lunch buffet will be
served. September 11-December 6. Closed Octo-
ber 19-22 and November 26-Dec 3. 12-4 p.m. Free.

Mill Gallery, Guilford Art Center Guilford Art
League, Route 77, 144 Church St., Guilford. 203-
453-6720. www.guilfordartcenter.org.
Guilford Art League’s 66th Juried Exhibition and Sale.
Opening reception and award ceremony on Thurs-
day, September 12, 6-8 p.m. Music and refresh-
ments. For more information, send e-mail to
capezzonedesign@gmail.com. September 12-Oc-
tober 5. Open daily, 12-4 p.m. Free and open to the
public.

New Haven Museum 114 Whitney Ave., New
Haven. 203-562-4183.
www.newhavenmuseum.org.
Beyond the New Township: Wooster Square. The ex-
hibition will explore the neighborhood’s signifi-
cance as seen through events and individuals that
contributed to its development. Come see what
has gone into New Haven’s first local historic dis-
trict. Through- February 28. Tuesday-Friday, 10
a.m.-5 p.m.; Saturday, 12-5 p.m. Adults $4, seniors
$3, students $2, children under 12 admitted free.
Free for everyone the first and third Sundays of the
month, 1-4 p.m.

Paul Mellon Arts Center 332 Christian St.,
Wallingford. 203-697-2398.
www.choate.edu/artscenter/boxoffice.
Focus on Our World Photography Exhibit. Photogra-
phers Dan Mead and Sally Eagle offer a global per-
spective of wildlife, landscapes, and cultures from
around the world. Reception: September 20, 5:30-
7:30 p.m. September 6-October 28. When school
is in session, Seven days a week, when school is in
session. 8:30 a.m.-8:30 p.m. Free.

Perspectives … The Gallery at Whitney Center
200 Leeder Hill Drive, South Entrance, Hamden.
203-772-2788. www.newhavenarts.org.
U-Phoria. This show, presented by the Arts Coun-
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Bill Kirchen appears at Café Nine on September 26. Image courtesy of Cary Baker.
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cil of Greater New Haven, features work by artists
in the organization’s Visual Arts Advisory Group.
The guest curators, Elinor Slomba and Giada
Crispiels, are interested in highlighting the passion
and intensity that artists bring to their work.
Through October 31. Tuesday and Thursday, 4-7
p.m.; Saturday, 1-4 p.m. Free.

Sumner McKnight Crosby Jr. Gallery Arts Coun-
cil of Greater New Haven, 70 Audubon St., 2nd
Floor, New Haven. 203-772-2788. www.newhave-
narts.org.
Unfold. The Arts Council of Greater New Haven
presents Unfold, the organization’s 10th annual
members’ show. This inclusive show will be com-
prised of artwork created by our membership, rep-
resenting a wide variety of styles and media.
Reception: July 18, 5-7 p.m. The public is invited to
attend. Through September 13. Monday-Friday, 9
a.m.-5 p.m. Free.

Yale Peabody Museum of Natural History 170
Whitney Ave., New Haven. 203-432-5050.
peabody.yale.edu/events.
Echoes of Egypt: Conjuring the Land of the Pharaohs.
This exhibition will take you on a journey through
2000 years of fascination with ancient Egypt, the
land of the pharaohs. Visitors will enter through a
reproduction of the Egyptianizing gateway that is
the entrance to New Haven’s Grove Street Ceme-
tery (designed by Henry Austin in 1839). Through
January 4. Monday-Saturday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sun-
day, 12-5 p.m. $5-$9.

Film
26 Thursday 
Religion and Film Series: The Life of Pi. Film
screening followed by discussion. Films at the
Whitney is supported by the Barbakow Fund for
Innovative Film Programs at Yale. Presented with
the Initiative for the Study of Material and Visual
Cultures of Religion and the Program in American
Studies. 7:30 p.m. Yale Institute of Sacred Music,
Whitney Humanities Center, 53 Wall St., New
Haven. 203-432-5062.
www.yale.edu/ism/events/RelFilmLifeofPi.html.

Kids & Families
Neighborhood Music School 100 Audubon St.,
New Haven. 203-624-5189. www.neighborhood-
musicschool.org.
Fall Open House. Featuring an “instrument petting
zoo,” where younger children can try out real in-
struments, assisted by older students. Enjoy spe-
cial activities and free classes, including dance
(jazz, creative, and modern) and early childhood
music and movement, which explore rhythm,
motor, aural, and social skills for young children.
Learn about private lessons! September 8. 1- 4
p.m. Free and open to the public.

Music
1 Sunday 
Shanghai String Quartet Shanghai String Quartet
with Haochen Zhang, piano. Beethoven String
Quartet in C Major, Op. 59, No. 3; Schumann
Piano Quintet in E-flat Major, Op. 44. 3 p.m. $35 at
the door, $30 in advance. 18 and younger admitted
free with ticket holder. Music Mountain, Music
Mountain Road, Falls Village. 860-824- 7126.
www.musicmountain.org.

6 Friday 
“Bach to School” Hear major works composed for
the organ in various styles during the 19th century
by Johannes Brahms, Cesar Franck, Franz Liszt,
and Felix Mendelssohn performed by Wesleyan
University students and artist-in-residence and
Wesleyan University organist Ronald Ebrecht. 8
p.m. Free. Wesleyan Center for the Arts, Memorial
Chapel, 221 High St., Middletown. 860-685-3355.

www.wesleyan.edu/cfa.

7 Saturday 
An Evening of Opera Scenes The Hillhouse Opera
Company presents a concert of scenes from Don
Giovanni, Madama Butterfly, Le Nozze di Figaro,
Rigoletto, La Traviata, and Die Zauberflote. Tickets
are available online at hillhouseoperacompany.org
or at the door (cash or check only). For more in-
formation, please send e-mail to hillhouseoper-
company@gmail.com. 7:30 p.m. $20. First
Congregational Church of West Haven, 1 Church
St., West Haven. 203-494-2492.
www.hillhouseoperacompany.org.

8 Sunday 
Bard Festival String Quartet Bard Festival String
Quartet with Xak Bjerken, piano. Haydn String
Quartet in E-flat Major, Op. 33, No. 2 (“The Joke”);
Casella Five Pieces for String Quartet, Op. 34;
Brahms Piano Quartet in G Minor, Op. 25. 3 p.m.
$35 at the door, $30 in advance. Music Mountain,
Music Mountain Road, Falls Village. 860-824-
7126. www.musicmountain.org.

13 Friday 
Music Faculty Concert This concert will be held at
Seymour St. John Chapel, which is located at 66
Curtis St. in Wallingford, on the campus of Choate
Rosemary Hall. 7:30 p.m. Donation at the door.
203-697-2398. www.choate.edu/artscenter/
boxoffice.

15 Sunday 
Music at The Russell House: Chai-lun Yueh A na-
tive of China, Wesleyan University private lessons
teacher Chai-lun Yueh has a dramatic, dark, and
powerful baritone voice. At The Russell House, he
will sing the 17th and 18th century Italian songs
and arias accompanied by Sarah-Meneely-Kyder
on piano. 3 p.m. Free. Wesleyan University Center
for the Arts, The Russell House, 350 High St., Mid-
dletown. 860-685-3355. www.wesleyan.edu/cfa.

Great Organ Music at Yale: Gwendolyn Toth
Music of Gabrieli, di Lasso, Sweelinck, and more. 8
p.m. Free, no tickets required. Yale Institute of Sa-
cred Music, Marquand Chapel, 409 Prospect St.,
New Haven. 203-432-5062.
www.yale.edu/ism/events/GwendolynToth.html.

21 Saturday 
Last Fair Deal Last Fair Deal delivers high-energy
performances drawing on swing, folk, bluegrass,
old-time string band, acoustic rock, and jug band
music, with additional blues, jazz, and Celtic influ-
ences. The band features four strong vocalists
who accompany themselves brilliantly on guitar,
fiddle, accordion, harmonica, bouzouki, mandolin,
banjo, bodhran, and bass. 8-10:30 p.m. $12 mem-
bers, $15 non-members, $5 kids 12 years and
younger. Branford Folk Music Society, First Con-
gregational Church of Branford, 1009 Main St.,
Branford. 203-488-7715.
folknotes.org/branfordfolk.

Yale Schola Cantorum Yale Schola Cantorum per-

forms Bruckner’s Mass in E Minor and other
works, with David Hill, conductor, and Thomas
Murray, organ. 8 p.m. Free. Yale Institute of Sacred
Music, St. Mary’s Church, 5 Hillhouse Ave., New
Haven. 203-432-5062. www.yale.edu/ism/
events/ScholaBruckner13.html.

28 Saturday 
Guest Artist: TENET Jolle Greenleaf, artistic di-
rector, Julian Wachner, conductor. Gesauldo: Tene-
brae Responsories for Maundy Thursday. Free, no
tickets required. Preconcert talk by Glenn Watkins
at 4 p.m. TENET is one of New York’s preeminent
vocal ensembles. Under artistic director Jolle
Greenleaf, TENET is garnering acclaim for its inno-
vative programming. Yale Institute of Sacred
Music, Christ Church Episcopal, 84 Broadway,
New Haven. 203-432-5062.
www.yale.edu/ism/events/TENET2013.html.

29 Sunday 
“This Is It!” The Complete Piano Works of Neely
Bruce: Part I The first of 12 CD-length recitals by
Wesleyan University John Spencer Camp Profes-
sor of Music Neely Bruce of his piano music, con-
cluding in the summer of 2017. This recital will
feature the world premieres of A Partita for Wil-
helm Gertz (1927-2007) and A Fugue for Sophia.
Mr. Bruce will be joined by guest vocalist Christo-
pher Grundy. 3 p.m. Free. Wesleyan University
Center for the Arts, Crowell Concert Hall, 50
Wyllys Ave., Middletown. 860-685-3355.
www.wesleyan.edu/cfa.

Special Events
4 Wednesday 
Open Rehearsals The New Haven Oratorio Choir
will offer open rehearsals for the first two
Wednesday night rehearsals of our 2013-14 sea-
son. Come sing with us and try us out and set up
an audition if you are interested. Join us for re-
freshments after the rehearsals. We will be
singing Britten’s Ceremony of Carols and other
things. All voice parts welcome! September 4 and
September 11. 8-10 p.m. Free. 185 Cold Spring St.,
New Haven. 203-248-4416. www.nhoratorio.org.

8 Sunday 
“I Will Survive” American Cancer Society Free
Benefit Concert The concert will include perform-
ances by the Alexander Music Studios Performing
Arts Center, as well as other nationally-known and
local artists. 3-6 p.m. This is a free event, but you
must RSVP.
www.showclix.com/event/3772157/tag/search. 50
Woodfield Road, Woodbridge. 203-936-8567.
www.alexandermusicstudio.com.

10 Tuesday 
September Meeting and Artist Demonstration
Meeting will feature Phoenix watercolor artist
Julie Gilbert Pollard. Her fluid painting style, while
representational, is colored with her own personal
concept of reality. Pollard is the author of two
North Light Books, Brilliant Color and Watercolor
Unleashed. She has been teaching painting since
1985 in venues throughout the U.S. and in Italy.
Coffee and conversation at 7 p.m., brief business
meeting at 7:15 p.m., artist demonstration at 7:30
p.m. Free and open to the public. Hamden Art
League, 2901 Dixwell Ave., Hamden. 203-494-
2316. www.hamdenartleague.com.

Projects Y2k presents Terra Tractus: The Earth
Moves, a multimedia epic presented at the Stony
Creek Quarry in Branford. This spectacular event
highlights the geological and human history of the
quarry in light, projections and sound. Eight per-
formances, September 19-22 and September 26-
29 at 6 p.m. For tickets and more information, visit
www.projects2k.org.

Jazz at Lincoln Center presents “Singers Over Manhattan,” featuring John Pizzarelli and Jane Monheit, at Fairfield Univer-

sity’s Regina A. Quick Center for the Arts, on September 14. Photo by Jimmy Katz.
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Talks & Tours
10 Tuesday 
Perspectives: Michael Bolton Persec-
tives speaker series “That’s Entertain-
ment!” This year’s series continues with
the fascinating story behind the work of
performing artist, singer, and songwriter,
Michael Bolton. He will discuss his life,
music, and his new book, The Soul of It
All. All participants receive an auto-
graphed copy of his book. 7:30 p.m. Ad-
mission: $25 for Jewish Community
Center of Greater New Haven members,
$27 for non-members. Jewish Commu-
nity Center of Greater New Haven, Vine
Auditorium, 360 Amity Road, Wood-
bridge. 203-387-2522.
www.facebook.com/events/55459113792
1281.

28 Saturday 
Tangeman Lecture: Glenn Watkins
Watkins is the Earl V. Moore Professor
Emeritus of Music History and Musicol-
ogy at the University of Michigan. Carlo
Gesualdo’s Responsoria for Holy Week.
Preconcert talk followed by Tenet per-
formance. 4 p.m. Free. Yale Institute of
Sacred Music, Christ Church Episcopal,
84 Broadway, New Haven. 203-432-
5062. www.yale.edu/ism/events/Tange-
manGlennWatkins.html.

30 Monday 
Liturgy Symposium: Todd Johnson Todd
Johnson, chair of Worship, Theology, and
the Arts,  Fuller Theological Seminary.
“That’s What It’s All About: Perform-
ance, Interpretation, and Formation.” The
talk will center on ritual theories that
liturgists have used as a means of inter-
preting liturgies for decades. 4:30 p.m.
Free. Yale Institute of Sacred Music, ISM
Great Hall, 409 Prospect St., New Haven.
203-432-5062. www.yale.edu/ism/
events/ToddJohnson2013.html.

Theater
Dan Froot and Dan Hurlin’s Who’s Hun-
gry A stunning experimental puppet-
theater work that weaves together oral
histories of five different homeless
and/or hungry residents of Santa Mon-
ica, Calif. It brings communities together
and supports efforts of food policy ac-
tivists. Following the performances,
there will be Skype discussions with
some of the people featured. September
27 & 28. 8 p.m. $23 for the general public,
$19 for senior citizens, Wesleyan Univer-
sity faculty/staff, and non-Wesleyan stu-
dents, and $6 for Wesleyan University
students. 271 Washington Terrace, Mid-
dletown. 860-685-3355.
www.wesleyan.edu/cfa.

Richard Falco’s Cathedral on the Seine and other works are featured in From the Museum of False Art: True Painting by Richard Falco, on view

through September 28 at A-Space Gallery, West Cove Studio and Gallery. Image courtesy of the artist via Stephen Kobasa.

Call For
Artists Artists sought for the Fine Art and Craft
Exhibit and Sale at the Finnish American Heritage
Society. Any media, non-juried. Saturday October
12. Route 169, Canterbury. 9:30 a.m.-3 p.m. Spaces
for artisans, demonstrations, and a gratis space
for children “Found Object Art — Make It and Take
It.” Refreshments available. Call D. Allen, artisan
leader, at 860-779-7213, or B. Johnson, chair, at
860-974-2760, to reserve demonstration or ven-
dor space.

Artists Moy Tung Kung Fu of Connecticut Seeks
regionally based artists in all mediums for “A Cele-
bration of Community,” September 22 & 23.
Artists are asked to show two to three pieces, one
donated for raffle (tax deductible). Proceeds do-
nated to Columbus House, a nonprofit in New
Haven committed to serving the homeless. Send
examples or a link to your portfolio to
ctkungfu.org or contact Chris at 860-884-1747.
Submission deadline: September 14. $10 entry fee.

Crafters Silk’n Sounds Chorus is seeking vendors
for its annual Fall Festival/Holiday Bazaar to be
held on November 9 at the Columbus Lodge of
Hamden (Knights of Columbus, 2630 Whitney
Ave.) from 9 a.m.-2 p.m. No stairs, handicap ac-
cessible. Space cost $50 and six-to-eight-foot
table will be provided or bring your own setup.
Contact Louise at 203-239-7104 or
jtalarczyk@snet.net for more information and an
application.

Dancers Dance theater performance troupe spe-
cializing in happenings seeks dancers. Improvisa-
tion experience preferred. Send short letter of
interest to sarahbeth@goncarova.com.

Fine Artists, Musicians, and Performing Artists
RAW Connecticut is approaching the end of its
season. We have a showcase approaching on Sep-
tember 25 and are looking for applications for all
types of fine artists. Artists receive promotional
materials, networking opportunities, and entry
into the international RAW community. Create a
profile www.RAWartists.org to be considered for
the upcoming showcase event.

Singers The Bethesda Music Series seeks experi-
enced choral singers for the Bethesda Choir, a
group that sings weekly services and several an-
nual programs. We cover a wide range of classical
and modern sacred repertoire, including major
choral works with chamber orchestra and profes-
sional soloists. Our concerts raise funds for local
charities. Visit BethesdaNewHaven.org or contact
Lars Gjerde, artistic director, at music@bethes-
danewhaven.org.

Singers The University Glee Club of New Haven
seeks male choral singers for its 2013-14 season.
We are a non-auditioned group dedicated to great
and fun music-making. We sing a concert at the
end of each semester and perform gigs for organi-
zations and retirement facilities. Come to a re-
hearsal in the chapel of Bethesda Lutheran Church
at 305 St. Ronan St. on Monday nights, 7:15-9:30
p.m., and see for yourself what we are up to! Uni-
versityGleeClub.org.

Singers The award winning Silk’n Sounds Chorus
is looking for new members from the area. We in-
vite women to join us at any of our rehearsals to
learn more. We enjoy four-part a cappella har-
mony in the barbershop style, lively performances,
and wonderful friendships. Rehearsals are held
Tuesdays, 7-9 p.m., at the Spring Glen United
Church of Christ, 1825 Whitney Ave., in Hamden.
Contact Lynn at 203 623-1276 for more informa-
tion. www.silknsounds.org.

Volunteers Artspace seeks volunteers sought for
the 16th annual City-Wide Open Studios, October
4 (opening reception), October 12&13 (Erector
Square), October 19&20 (Passport Weekend), and
October 26&27 (Alternative Space). Looking for
help with greeting, directions, signage, space-
preparations, and receptions. Those interested in
helping to prepare for Open Studios in September
(dates variable) should contact us, as well. Send
e-mail to caleb@artspacenh.org or visit cwos.org.

Volunteers Help during The Art Center Killing-
worth’s Columbus Day Weekend Arts Festival,
October 12&13, in Madison. Teens are welcome
and can earn community-service credit. Visit arts-
centerkillingworth.org or call (860) 663-5593 for
information about volunteer opportunities.

Services 
Bookkeeping for Artists and Creative Profes-
sionals Get help with the “business” part of your
creative business: A/P, A/R, billing, payroll, tax fil-
ings, collections, benefits, state and federal com-
pliance, and more. Kristin Merrill has more than
20 years of experience as a bookkeeper, business
manager, and artist. Call 203-589-6995 or send e-
mail to kmerrill@riversideconsulting.biz.

Historic Home Restoration Contractor Period-ap-
propriate additions, baths, kitchens, and remodel-
ing. Sagging porches straightened/leveled. Wood
windows restored. Plaster restored. Historic mold-
ing and hardware restored. Vinyl/aluminum siding
removed. Wood siding repaired/replaced. Con-
necticut and New Haven Preservation Trusts. R.J.
Aley Building Contractor. (203) 226-9933.
jaley@rjaley.com.

Japanese Shoji Screens Designed for Connecticut
homes. Custom-built for windows, doorways, or

freestanding. These screens allow a beautiful fil-
tered light to pass through while insulating. For a
free quote contact Phillip Chambers at
203.888.4937 or pchambers9077@sbcglobal.net.

Private Art/Fashion Portfolio Consultation The
Arts Center Killingworth can help artists develop
comprehensive portfolios for admission to college
art programs and/or help them fine-tune existing
fashion portfolio or develop a new ones to break
into the fashion industry with confidence and suc-
cess. Call (860) 663-5593 for pricing.

Space
Artist Studio West Cove Studio and Gallery offers
work space with two large Charles Brand intaglio
etching presses, lithography press, and stainless-
steel work station. Workshops and technical sup-
port available. Ample display area for shows.
Membership is $75/month. 30 Elm St., West
Haven. Call (609) 638-8501, or visit www.west-
covestudio.com. 

Studio Space Thirteen-thousand square feet of un-
developed studio space available in old mill brick
building on New Haven harbor. Conveniently lo-
cated one minute off I-95, Exit 44, in West Haven.
Owners willing to subdivide. Call (609) 638-8501.

Jobs
Please visit
newhavenarts.org for up-to-
date local employment
opportunities in the arts.

The Arts Council provides the job and bulletin board listings as a service to our membership and is not responsible for the content or deadlines.
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season openers

david brensilver

Two years ago, the New Haven Symphony Orchestra in-
troduced audiences to “three ascendant American in-
strumentalists,” as I wrote in the October 2011 issue of

The Arts Paper. One of those “new generation artists,” as the or-
chestra dubbed them at the time, was violinist Chad Hoopes. 

William Boughton, the NHSO’s music director, told The Arts
Paper at the time that “as an American orchestra … one of our
roles ... is the support of American composers and American
artists.”

Hoopes, Boughton said at the time, is “already on the world
platform at the tender age of 17.” Having won the 2008 Yehudi
Menuhin International Violin Competition at age 13, Hoopes in-
vigorated the Woolsey Hall audience with his performance of
the Tchaikovsky Violin Concerto in D major, Op. 35, immediately
after which the NHSO engaged him for this season’s opening-
night concert. 

“Literally, we engaged him backstage,” Elaine Carroll, the
NHSO’s executive director, said in July. 

On Oct. 3, Hoopes will join the orchestra for a performance
of the Mendelssohn Violin Concerto in E minor, Op. 64. 

In July, Boughton described Hoopes as a “brilliant young vio-
linist” and reiterated what he said two years ago about the re-
sponsibility he feels to support “American composers and
American artists.”

The orchestra’s opening night concert will begin with Rex
Tremendae Majestatis, a 2008 fanfare by Yale School of Music
faculty member Christopher Theofanidis for organ, brass, and
percussion that will showcase the Newberry Memorial Organ,
whose home is Woolsey Hall. 

“The Newberry organ is very imposing” to see and hear,
Boughton said. 

Talking in general terms about putting together a concert pro-
gram, Boughton said, “It’s important to combine something new
with something old.” Doing so, and including on a program a per-
formance by a dynamic young soloist like Hoopes, “generates
enormous excitement within the orchestra and the audience.”

Rounding out this season’s opening-night program will be a
performance of Tchaikovsky’s Symphony No. 5 in E minor, a
work that had its premiere in November 1888, in St. Petersburg,

Russia, with the composer on the podium. 
Boughton said his job, in programming the season’s reper-

toire, is “like a chef putting a meal together … over a whole
year.” 

Of particular interest to him is “the constant development of
the orchestra,” he said. Having recorded the music of William
Walton in 2010 (for the NHSO’s first commercial recording in 30
years), and having worked on new music by recent composer-
in-residence Augusta Read Thomas, among others, Boughton
said the ensemble’s musicians “know the sound world that
they’re operating in.” 

Boughton and the NHSO plan to release a second recording
of Walton’s music in early 2014 (as part of the ongoing William
Walton Project with the Beinecke Rare Book and Manuscript Li-
brary), as well as a CD of music by Thomas and Ravel — a pro-
gram the orchestra will perform in February.  

Boughton said that a combination of compelling repertoire
and reasonable ticket prices has “attracted a different group of
people” to the orchestra’s Woolsey Hall concerts — not sub-
scribers but those who buy tickets to individual performances.
While many performing arts organizations around the country
have struggled to maintain their subscriber bases, Boughton
said “more young people are coming to the (NHSO’s) concerts”
than had previously. That, of course, is a good thing, and it’s not
surprising. 

Carroll said Boughton is “always putting the audience at the
center of his thoughts.” And that has helped local concertgoers
trust the organization’s programming choices. Including in con-
cert programs the works’ durations, for example, is a way of let-
ting audience members know how long
they can expect the performance of an
unfamiliar piece of music to last.

Another audience-development ini-
tiative the organization launched re-
cently was its “KidTix” program, through
which people younger than 18 get into
concerts for free with an adult tick-
etholder. 

“That could be a transformative ex-
perience for someone,” Carroll pointed
out. 

In a January 2012 New Haven Inde-
pendent news story, I paraphrased Laura
Adam, the NHSO’s education director, as saying that “an or-
chestra’s success is inextricably linked to the connection the or-
ganization has with its audience. In part, that means developing
informed listeners and educating people, from the ‘cradle to the
grave,’ about orchestral music.”

This past spring, the organization welcomed artist-in-resi-
dence Daniel Bernard Roumain, a “hip-hop violinist” to whom
thousands of students throughout Connecticut were introduced
during his residency. And while Carroll said there was “a little
bit of trepidation” among the orchestra’s core audience mem-
bers in terms of Roumain’s music, many of those concertgoers
thanked her afterward for introducing them to a previously un-
familiar artist. 

Boughton is quick to point out that a music director is not a
curator, and that the composer is the “lifeblood of our art form.”

And thanks to Boughton, Carroll, and the NHSO’s musicians,
composers like Roumain, Walton, Thomas, and Theofanidis —
along with ascendant performers like Hoopes — are no longer
unfamiliar to local audiences.

Visit newhavensymphony.org for information about the upcom-
ing season. ■

William Boughton conducts the New Haven Symphony Orches-

tra. Image courtesy of NHSO.

The New Haven Symphony Orchestra in a performance conducted by William Boughton. Image courtesy of NHSO.

NHSO welcomes back
violinist Hoopes

Opening-night program reflects Boughton’s vision

ArtsPaper Sept 2013  8/13/13  11:46 AM  Page 16



• september 2013 theartspaper.com • 17

season openers

                                                                                                                                                      
                     Judy  Sirota Rosenthal
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thank you
photos by amanda may

Thanks to this year’s sponsors,
Audubon Arts on the Edge 2013 was a
huge success! June 8th was a beautiful
day and Audubon Street was a constant
flow of families who enjoyed a variety of
activities and lots of entertainment on
this year’s new, larger stage, which was
donated by the City of New Haven. 

The Arts Council of Greater New
Haven would like to thank our co-orga-
nizers, Creative Arts Workshop, ACES
Educational Center for the Arts, Neigh-
borhood Music School, and the New
Haven Ballet, for all their hard work in
making this event come together so

beautifully. 
We would also like to thank our

sponsors for their generous contribu-
tions: The Community Foundation for
Greater New Haven, Kiducation, the
Audubon Arts & Retail District, Pfizer,
Suzio York Hill, First Niagara, the De-
partment of Economic and Community
Development- Connecticut Office of the
Arts, The Werth Family Foundation,
George A. & Grace L. Long Foundation,
and The Ethel & Abe Lapides Founda-
tion. 

Additional funding support came
from Katahdin Furniture and Elm Advis-
ers, LLC. 

The media sponsor was Star 99.9.
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Somewhat Off the Wall

Somewhat Off the Wall, a unique
art exhibition and party from
which guests take home original

works of art, will be held on Sunday,
September 22, 2013, from 5-9 p.m., in
the Lobby of 360 State St., New Haven. 

This year's event features drawings,
jewelry, paintings, photography, pot-
tery, prints, textiles, glass, and wood-
craft creations by outstanding artists
who have each donated three pieces of
his or her work. These pieces will be on
display to the public at 360 State start-
ing August 28. Images of artwork will
be posted at newhavenarts.org as they
become available. 

At 7 p.m. on the night of the party,
numbered premium tickets will be
drawn at random. As each premium
ticket holder’s number is called, he or
she will select a piece of original art-
work to take home.
Each of the 47 partici-
pating artists will be
given a premium ticket
making only a limited
number of premium
tickets, at $100 each,
available to the public.
An unlimited number
of tickets to the party
are available for $35
(these do not include
artwork). 

Participating Some-
what Off the Wall
artists include Corina
S. Alvarezdelugo, As-
pasia Patti Anos, Judy
Atlas, Ray Baldelli,
Mandy Carroll-Leiva,
Peter Casolino,
Matthew Cassar, Tracie
Cheng, Larry Cowles,
Claudia Cron, Marie

Curtis, Kathleen DeMeo, Jim Fiora,
Karen Ford, Oi Fortin, Maura Galante,
Brenda Hall, Barbara Harder, Sharon
Hirsch, Gray Jacobik, Art Johnson, Sean
Kernan, Janet Lage, Jane Lederer, Amy
Leiner, Eric Litke, Ken Lovell, Rebecca
Lowry, Kristin Merrill, Meredith Miller,
Jane Miller, Susan Nichols, Douglas Ny-
gren, Chris Randall, Rob Rocke,
Lawrence Russ, Chip Rutan, Ruth Sack,
Phyllis Savage, Suzan Scott, Michael
Skrtic, Maureen Squires, Jane Strauss
Novick, Paul Theriault, Kevin Van Aelst,
Marjie Wolfe, Virginia Zimmermann,
and Gale Zucker. 

Call the Arts Council at 203-772-
2788 for more information or to pur-
chase tickets.

Somewhat Off the Wall is sponsored
in part by Suzio York Hill and 360 State
St. 

Fabric designs by Karen Ford

(left) and photographs by Mered-

ith Miller (far left) and Marjorie

Wolfe (below) will be featured at

Somewhat Off the Wall. Images

courtesy of the artists.

ArtsPaper Sept 2013  8/13/13  11:46 AM  Page 18



• september 2013 theartspaper.com • 19

member organizations & partners

The best deals!
■ Student* $20
■ Artist $35
■ Individual $50
■ Family $60
■ Joint membership $60
     with Shoreline Arts Alliance

And more!
■ Advocate $100
■ Champion $250
■ Investor $500
■ Arts Patron $1000 +
*Student level does not include direct mail of The Arts Paper

■ I am a senior citizen. (Deduct $5 except for joint membership)

■ I’d love to volunteer!
■ I’d like to join the Photo Arts Collective.
■ Please do not share my mailing information.

Categories
■ Architecture
■ Crafts
■ Dance
■ Design
■ Literary arts
■ Media arts
■ Music
■ Theater
■ Visual arts
■ Other

Name

Address

City State Zip

Phone

Email

Web address

For business or organization membership, please call the Arts Council or visit us online.
The Arts Council is eligible to receive matching gifts.

It’s
easy

to join Pay by check: Make check payable
to The Arts Council of Greater New Haven.

Online: Go to www.newhavenarts.org
to view membership benefits.  Card number Expiration date               /

 Cardholder signature

Pay by Visa/MC:

Be great
in act

as you
have been
in thought

shakespeare

,

.

become an arts council member

fill out, clip and mail with membership fee to arts council of greater new haven, 70 audubon street, new haven, ct 06510

Arts & Cultural 
Organizations

A Broken Umbrella Theatre
abrokenumbrella.org

ACES Educational Center
for the Arts

aces.k12.ct.us
203-777-5451

Alyla Suzuki Early 
Childhood Music Center

alylasuzuki.com
203-239-6026

American Guild of Organists
sacredmusicct.org

The Amistad Committee
ctfreedomtrail.org

Another Octave - CT Women’s
Chorus

anotheroctave.org
203-672-1919

ARTFARM
art-farm.org

Arts Center Killingworth
artscenterkillingworth.org
860-663-5593

Artspace
artspacenh.org
203-772-2709

Artsplace: Cheshire
Performing & Fine Art

cpfa-artsplace.org
203-272-2787

Azoth Gallery
azothgallery.com

Backstage Players Company
backstageplayerscompany.org

Bethesda Music Series
203-787-2346
bethesdanewhaven.org

Blackfriars Repertory Theatre
blackfriarsrep.com

Branford Art Studio
branfordartstudio.com
203-488-2787

Branford Folk Music Society
folknotes.org/branfordfolk

Center for Independent Study
cistudy.org

Chestnut Hill Concerts
chestnuthillconcerts.org
203-245-5736

The Choirs of Trinity Church
on the Green

trinitynewhaven.org

City Gallery
city-gallery.org
203-782-2489

Civic Orchestra of New Haven
conh.org

Classical Contemporary 
Ballet Theatre

ccbtballettheatre.org
203-435-4718

Connecticut Dance Alliance
ctdanceall.com

Connecticut Guild of Puppetry
ctpuppetry.org

Connecticut Natural 
Science Illustrators

ctnsi.com
203-934-0878

Connecticut Women Artists
ctwomenartists.org

Creative Arts Workshop
creativeartsworkshop.org
203-562-4927

DaSilva Gallery
gabrieldasilvagallery.com
203-387-2539

Dreamland International 
Film Festival

dreamlandfilmfest.org

Elm City Artists, LLC
elmcityartists.com 
203-218-3832

Elm City Dance Collective
elmcitydance.org

Elm Shakespeare Company
elmshakespeare.org
203-874-0801

Encore Music Creations
encoremusiccreations.com

Firehouse 12
firehouse12.com
203-785-0468

Foundry Music Company
www.foundrymusicco.com

Greene Art Gallery
greeneartgallery.com
203-453-4162

Giampietro Gallery
giampietrogallery.com
203-777-7760

Greater New Haven 
Community Chorus

gnhcc.org
203-624-1979

Guilford Art Center
guilfordartcenter.org
203-453-5947

Guilford Art League
203-318-0411

Guitartown CT Productions
guitartownct.com
203-430-6020

Hamden Art League
hamdenartleague.com 
203-494-2316

Hamden Arts Commission
hamdenartscommission.org 
203-287-2685

Heritage Chorale of New Haven
heritagechoralenewhaven.org

Hugo Kauder Society
hugokauder.org

The Institute Library
institutelibrary.org

International Festival 
of Arts & Ideas 

artidea.org

John Slade Ely House
elyhouse.org
203-624-8055

Kehler Liddell Gallery
kehlerliddell.com
203-389-9555

Knights of Columbus Museum
kofcmuseum.org

Long Wharf Theatre
longwharf.org
203-787-4282

Lyman Center at SCSU
lyman.southernct.edu

Madison Art Society
madisonartsociety.blogspot.com
860-399-6116

Meet the Artists and Artisans
meettheartistsandartisans.com
203-874-5672

Melinda Marquez
Flamenco Dance Center

melindamarquezfdc.org
203-361-1210

Milford Fine Arts Council
milfordarts.org
203-878-6647

Music Haven
musichavenct.org
203-215-4574

Music Mountain
musicmountain.com

Music with Mary
accordions.com/mary

Musical Folk
musicalfolk.com

Neighborhood Music School
neighborhoodmusicschool.org
203-624-5189

New England Ballet Company
newenglandballet.org
203-799-7950

New Haven Ballet
newhavenballet.org
203-782-9038

New Haven Chamber Orchestra
newhavenchamberorchestra.org

New Haven Chorale
newhavenchorale.org
203-776-7664

New Haven Free Public Library
nhfpl.org
203-946-8835

New Haven Improvisers
Collective

nhic-music.org

New Haven Museum 
newhavenmuseum.org
203-562-4183

New Haven Oratorio Choir
nhoratoriochoir.org

New Haven Paint and Clay Club
newhavenpaintandclayclub.org
203-288-6590

New Haven Sister Cities
nhsistercities.org
203-787-2288

New Haven Symphony Orchestra
newhavensymphony.org
203-865-0831

New Haven Theater Company
newhaventheatercompany.com

Orchestra New England
orchestranewengland.org
203-777-4690

Pantochino Productions
pantochino.com

Paul Mellon Arts Center
choate.edu/artscenter

Play with Grace
playwithgrace.com

Reynolds Fine Art
reynoldsfineart.com
203-498-2200

Royal Scottish Country Dance 
Society,  New Haven Branch

rscdsnewhaven.org
203-878-6094

Shoreline Arts Alliance 
shorelinearts.org
203-453-3890

Shoreline School 
of Art and Music

shorelineartandmusic.com
203-481-4830

Shubert Theater
shubert.com
203-562-5666

Silk n’ Sounds
silknsounds.org

Site Projects
www.siteprojects.org

Susan Powell Fine Art
susanpowellfineart.com
203-318-0616

Tabor Community Arts Center
203-488-5668

Theatre 4
t4ct.com
203-654-7711

Trinity Players/
Something Players

203-288-6748

University Glee Club 
of New Haven

universitygleeclub.org

UpCrown Entertainment
upcrown.com

Wesleyan University
Center for the Arts

wesleyan.edu/cfa

West Cove Studio & Gallery
westcovestudio.com 
(609) 638-8501

Westville Village 
Renaissance Alliance

westvillect.org

Whitney Arts Center
203-773-3033

Whitney Humanities Center
yale.edu/whc

Yale Cabaret
yalecabaret.org
203-432-1566

Yale Glee Club
yale.edu/ygc
203-432-4136

Yale Institute of Sacred Music
yale.edu.ism
203-432-5180

Yale New Haven Children’s
Hospital, Child Life Arts 
& Enrichment Program

ynhh.org

Yale Peabody Museum
of Natural History

peabody.yale.edu
203-432-5050

Yale Repertory Theatre
yalerep.org
203-432-1234

Yale University Bands
yale.edu/yaleband
203-432-4111

Young Audiences of Connecticut
yaconn.org

Creative Businesses

Best Video
bestvideo.com
203-287-9286

Fairhaven Furniture
fairhaven-furniture.com
203-776-3099

Hull’s Art Supply and Framing
hullsnewhaven.com
203-865-4855

Q River Creatives, LLC
qrivercreatives.com
203-745-9645

Toad’s Place
toadsplace.com

Community Partners

Department of Arts Culture
& Tourism, City of New Haven

cityofnewhaven.com
203-946-8378

DECD/CT Office of the Arts
cultureandtourism.org
860-256-2800

Fractured Atlas
fracturedatlas.org

Greater New Haven 
Chamber of Commerce

gnhcc.com

Town Green Special 
Services District

www.infonewhaven.com

Visit New Haven
visitnewhaven.com
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arts council programs

Advice from the AC
Advice Sessions with Debbie Hesse, the Arts
Council’s director of artist services and programs,
are available by appointment. Call the Arts Coun-
cil at 203-772-2788 to schedule an appointment.

Gallery 195
First Niagara Bank, 195 Church St., 
4th floor, New Haven
Bank hours

Anita Soos and Ken Lovell

Dates: Through September 20

Reception: Tuesday, September 10, 5-7 p.m.

Perspectives … 
Gallery at Whitney Center
200 Leeder Hill Dr., Hamden, South Entrance
Tuesday & Thursday, 4–7 p.m.; 
Saturday, 1–4 p.m.

U-Phoria
An exhibition featuring works by member of the
Arts Council’s Visual Arts Advisory Group

Co-curated by Elinor Slomba and Giada Crispiels

Dates: Through October 31

Reception: Saturday, Sep-
tember 28, 3-5 p.m.

Photo Arts Collective
The Photo Arts Collective is an Arts Council pro-
gram that aims to cultivate and support a commu-
nity of individuals who share an interest in
photography, through workshops, lectures, exhibi-
tions, portfolio reviews, group critiques, and special
events. The Photo Arts Collective meets the first
Thursday of the month at the Kehler Liddell Gallery,
873 Whalley Ave., New Haven, at 7 p.m. To learn
more, e-mail photoartscollective@gmail.com.

Somewhat Off the Wall
A unique fine art exhibition and fundraising event

Date: Sunday, September 22

Location: Lobby of 360 State, 360 State St., New
Haven

Numbered tickets available for $100. When your
ticket number is called, you select and take home
a piece of artwork — $35 event tickets do not in-
clude artwork. Party begins at 5 p.m., drawing of
ticket numbers begins at 7 p.m. For information
and tickets, call 203-772-2788.

Save the date 
for the 2013 Arts Awards
Date: Friday, December 6, 2013

Location: New Haven Lawn Club, 193 Whitney
Ave., New Haven

This year’s theme is “In the Wings”

Visit newhavenarts.org for more information and
to nominate a deserving member of the arts com-
munity! The deadline for nominations is Monday,
September 23, at 5 p.m.

Sumner McKnight Crosby
Jr. Gallery
70 Audubon St., 2nd floor, New Haven 
Monday–Friday, 9 a.m.–5 p.m.

Unfold
The 10th annual Arts Council members' show

Dates: Through September 13

Disturbing the Comfortable
A group show curated by Hayward Gatling

Dates: September 20–November 1

Somewhat Off the Wall • Photo courtesy of 360 State.

Somewhat Off the Wall • Kathleen DeMeo

Perspectives • Hayward Gatling

Photo Arts Collective • Gillian Marshall

Gallery 195 • Anita Soos

Sumner McKnight Crosby Jr. Gallery •  Katie Samuelson Sumner McKnight Crosby Jr. Gallery • Alan Neider
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