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Legacy of man and place
Steve Scarpa explores Thornton
Wilder's play Our Town, which
debuted on Broadway in 1938.
For much of his life, Wilder
lived in New Haven.

4 Collecting local history
Take a look at some of the
extraordinary collections
maintained at the New Haven
Museum, which is celebrating
its 150th anniversary.

10 July | August calendar
Summer in New Haven
promises a wealth of arts and
cultural happenings, including
educational activities,
exhibitions, and performances.

12Where great hits were born
Amanda May visits the Shubert
Theater and shares some of the
history that has been made on
the historic venue's stage since
it opened in 1914.
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Gift of George E. Dix, Yale BA 1934, MA 1942, © Royal College of Art 
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Letter from
the editor
While it might seem impossible to chroni-
cle New Haven’s rich cultural history in one
20-page publication, we have taken the op-
portunity, with this summer edition of The
Arts Paper, to explore at least a bit of the
city’s fascinating past. 

First things first: You’ve likely noticed
that this issue of The Arts Paper has a new
look. For several months, in collaboration
with our design consultant, Russell Shad-
dox, we’ve been working on a redesign of
our publication. After several years with the
same look, we thought it was time to incor-
porate some contemporary design ele-
ments, including more white space,

intriguing pull quotes, and a reconfiguration
of both the table of contents and the back
page. What we’ve come up with is a maga-
zine style that suits the “themed” editions
we’ve been producing for nearly a year.

For this issue of The Arts Paper, Hank
Hoffman interviewed songwriter Dave
Brooks about Today I Died, a reissued col-
lection of songs about the Civil War that he
originally wrote and recorded 20 years ago. 

Hank tells us in his story that Brooks’
“songs are chiming, heartfelt, rocking,” and
that in them, “one hears the sweat, the fear,
the courage” of those who fought in that
conflict.

Amanda May, the Arts Council’s com-
munications manager, paid a visit to the
Shubert Theater to share with our readers a
bit of that venue’s extraordinary history. 

“Touring the Shubert Theater’s back-
stage area,” Amanda writes, “is like getting

a history lesson in American theater.”
Steve Scarpa, in an article about Thorn-

ton Wilder, points out that the writer “was
born in Madison, Wisconsin, but spent a
large portion of his life living in New Haven
and Hamden.” In his piece, which focuses on
Wilder’s iconic play Our Town, Steve quotes
Long Wharf Theatre Artistic Director Gor-
don Edelstein as saying, “Our Town is, with-
out a question, one of the three or four
greatest plays ever written by an American.”

For this edition of The Arts Paper, we in-
terviewed New Haven Museum Executive
Director Margaret Anne Tockarshewsky
about the organization’s extraordinary col-
lections. 

“I’m fascinated by the stories objects
tell, or could potentially tell, which is even
more important because they have been
taken out of context,” she explains in her
responses to our interview questions.

I took the opportunity, in this history fo-
cused edition of The Arts Paper, to “sound
off” about how our favorite recordings and
the performances thereon connect us to
the sources of the orchestral repertoire,
keeping composers and their works rele-
vant no matter the passage of time. 

Speaking of performances, the Septem-
ber edition of The Arts Paper will preview
the fall season and all that New Haven’s
many outstanding arts organizations will
have to offer audiences in and from beyond
the Greater New Haven area. ■

Sincerely,

David Brensilver, editor
The Arts Paper

The Arts Council proudly welcomes new members Judith
Barbour Osborne, Rajeev Bhalla, Stephen Curran, Bryan
Davenport, Andrew F. Delucia, Dana Fiatarone, Stephanie
Guyton, Kevin Lenehan, Chris McDavid, Randall Sokol,
Maria Tupper, Lawrence Varholak, Bar, and the Hugo Kauder
Society.

We thank you for supporting us in our mission to
promote, advocate, and foster opportunities for artists, arts
organizations, and audiences. Because the arts matter.

Welcome, new membersIn the next issue
The September edition of The
Arts Paper will preview the up-
coming live performance sea-
son, which will include
concerts by William Boughton
(right) and the New Haven
Symphony Orchestra. Photo
courtesy of NHSO.

On the cover
A lithograph of a Plan of
the Town of New Haven,
1748, re-engraved by L.
S. Punderson, published
by Jacob Mailhouse,
1880, collection of New
Haven Museum.
See story, page 10.
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Retirement living
for those who value the arts.

200 Leeder Hill Drive | Hamden, CT 06517 | www.WhitneyCenter.com

Belief in the value of the arts to civilization is intrinsic to nourishing a
complete life. At Whitney Center, as at the Arts Council of Greater New
Haven, that belief is what sustains our culture.

Whitney Center residents also believe that achievement never retires. This
is demonstrated through their volunteerism and continued involvement in
the community. It is the value and the security of LifeCare, the hospitality 
and service of Whitney Center that support our
residents and make this lifestyle possible. 

A Heritage of Exceptional
Senior Living

WCTAP

Call us today at 203-848-2641
for a FREE Retirement Information Kit, 

or to learn about Whitney Center.

Y institute of sacred music

Performances · Exhibitions and more
Presenting 

Great Organ Music at Yale · Yale Camerata
Yale Schola Cantorum · Yale Literature and Spirituality Series 

and more

For latest calendar information call 203.432.5062 or visit www.yale.edu/ism

The legacy
of man and place

Appreciating
Thornton
Wilder’s 
Our Town
steve scarpa

Late spring day. Around 7 p.m. The sun is
starting to set, glowing orange-red in the
sky. There are birds singing around the
Mount Carmel Burying Ground in Hamden,
and a rustle of wind from off Sleeping Giant.
These are the outward markers of calm, but
it isn’t calm, not by a long shot. Cars rush
past, heading back and forth on Whitney
Avenue. Motors drown out the peace. 

By any measure, it’s a small cemetery,
bordered by homes with nice family sized
yards on two sides. The Wilder Family is all
together here, marked by a modest stone
near the back of the grounds. Right next to
them is the most famous of them all — the
eccentric and gifted son Thornton. 

Nothing special about his marker. Just a
stone tablet on the ground, nestled in the
close-cropped grass. Just his name, Thorn-
ton N. Wilder, and his dates, April 17, 1897,
to December 7, 1975. Nothing to note that
75 years ago the man buried here wrote
perhaps the greatest play in the American
theater — Our Town. 

“You know as well as I do that the dead
don’t stay interested in us living people for

very long,” Wilder wrote in the third act of
Our Town, a scene that takes place in a rainy
graveyard not unlike the one where he rests.
“Gradually, gradually, they lose hold of the
earth ... and the ambitions they had ... and
the pleasures they had ... and the things
they suffered ... and the people they loved ...
They’re waitin.’ They’re waitin’ for some-
thing that they feel is comin.’ Something im-
portant and great. Aren’t they waitin’ for the
eternal part in them to come out clear?”

Our Town is set at the turn of the century
in the fictional New Hampshire town of
Grover’s Corners. It tells the story of the
people of the town, with the growing love of
teenagers George Gibbs and Emily Webb as
the centerpiece of the work. Using no
scenery and mimed props, and led by an all
knowing Stage Manager, we see these peo-
ple living, marrying, and dying. 

Throughout this year events have been
held to recognize the anniversary, including
major professional productions, city-wide
reads, talks, photos collections, videos, and
other recognitions of the play’s import and
meaning. 

Since its debut at Henry Miller’s Theatre
on Broadway in 1938, Our Town has become
an essential piece of American art. It has
been performed countless times all over the
world – indeed, it’s likely as you read this
that the play is being done somewhere. In
the last decade, the play has been per-
formed 80 times in Connecticut, five times
in New Haven alone. Famous actors like
Paul Newman and Hal Holbrook have tack-
led the play. It has been filmed, performed
on radio and television, adapted into opera.

‘Our Town is, without a question, one of the three or four
greatest plays ever written by an American.’

—Gordon Edelstein

Thornton Wilder on the SS Britannic in 1935. Photo courtesy of the Wilder Family LLC and the Yale Collection of American

Literature, Beinecke Rare Book and Manuscript Library.
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• july | august 2013 theartspaper.com • 5

the history issue

It has recently been given a reimagining by
director David Cromer, leading to critical
plaudits and its longest-ever run in New
York. It has been lauded, scorned, and redis-
covered. It’s a play about us, and what it
means to be alive.

“Our Town is, without a question, one of
the three or four greatest plays ever written
by an American,” said Long Wharf Theatre

Artistic Director Gordon Edelstein, an un-
abashed fan of the play. “It’s appreciation
for the quotidian and mundane lives and the
details of these lives in small town America
is combined with a profound metaphysical
meditation on the fragility of life itself.” 

The play, while about the fictional town,
has a strong local connection. Thornton
Wilder was born in Madison, Wisconsin,

but spent a large portion of his life living in
New Haven and Hamden. Wilder was a Yale
University man, as were his father and
brother. His father, Amos, was an editor at
the New Haven Journal-Courier at both the
beginning and ends of his career, and young
Thornton spent quite a bit of time in his
youth moving from house to house around
the city. 

In 1930, flush with cash from the com-
mercial success of his Pulitzer Prize-winning
novel The Bridge of San Luis Rey, Thornton
purchased a house just over the Hamden-
New Haven line, on Deepwood Drive, for his
family’s domicile. Wilder, while known as a
writer who crafted one of the most arche-
typal renderings of small-town life, re-
mained itinerant over the course of his own
days. Deepwood Drive would remain a base
of operations for Wilder, a place where he
could be assured that his large family would
be tethered and safe. But for himself, he
only chose to be home for bursts of time
before he would return to the road for as
many as 200 days a year, traveling through
Europe and the United States, spending
time alternately with groups of devoted
friends and in solitary thought, crafting
plays, essays, and novels.

But when Thornton did live in Hamden it
was filled with happy memories, said his
nephew and literary executor Tappan
Wilder. Wilder would do research at Yale’s
libraries. He would hang out at the Anchor
Bar downtown. He had the New Haven law
firm Wiggin and Dana handle his affairs. 

“I would drive him around and we would
have dinner,” Tappan said. “He knew every
Italian waiter in East Haven.” 

The inspirations for Our Town were myr-
iad and far reaching, even though Wilder
himself expressed exasperation with that 

Continued on page 18

Thornton Wilder, left, as the stage manager in a production of Our Town at the College of Wooster, in Ohio. Photo courtesy

of the Wilder Family LLC and the Yale Collection of American Literature, Beinecke Rare Book and Manuscript Library.

Thornton Wilder, around 1928. Photo courtesy of the Wilder

Family LLC and the Yale Collection of American Literature,

Beinecke Rare Book and Manuscript Library.
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hank hoffman

Rock musician Dave Brooks, who leads the
band The Streams, has history in his musi-
cal history. Some 20 years ago — inspired
by the Ken Burns documentary series on
the Civil War and his reading of Shelby
Foote's account of the conflict — Brooks
wrote an album's worth of songs from the
varying perspectives of participants in the
war.

In the early 1990s, The Streams played
the songs live, released a couple of seven-
inch 45s, and placed one or two other
songs on compilations. And then life took
over. Brooks went to culinary school,
bought and ran Judie's Bakery, and, with his

wife Jami, devoted himself to raising their
two sons. For almost two decades, there
was little time for music. The recordings
were put on the shelf.

In the past few years, that has changed.
Two years ago, Brooks revisited the record-
ings of his Civil War songs, had them re-
mastered, and released them as the CD
Today I Died. Recorded simply and with not
a lot of studio affectation to eight- and six-
teen-track tape in the late 20th century, the
record still sounds vibrant and contempo-
rary in the 21st century, notwithstanding its
19th century subject matter. The songs are
chiming, heartfelt, rocking. One hears the
sweat, the fear, the courage.

The Streams are playing regularly again;

the current lineup features Bill Beckett on
lead guitar, Jeff Wiederschall on drums,
and Dean Falcone on bass, as well as
Brooks on acoustic guitar and vocals.
Brooks has written a lot of new material.
But don't expect a bleak ode about Ander-
sonville or a furious rave-up inspired by
Sherman's March. Most of the new mate-
rial is more personally oriented.

"At the time I wrote and recorded these
songs, I thought I was on to something I
hadn't seen before and that was exciting,"
Brooks tells me in his music studio at his
Branford home. "What if we just do songs
about the Civil War?"

Brooks says that the writing of "Tired
Boy" was the first time he took something
"topical" and crafted a song rather than
mining the standard singer-songwriter ma-
terial of the self.

"It was almost easier to look through
the eyes of a character or a situation. It was
a freeing experience," says Brooks.

"Once I started writing these songs, I
didn't want to have a perspective that was
one-sided," says Brooks. Ken Burns’ Civil
War documentary, Brooks notes, "was not
judgmental. It was about people and their
experiences." 

Similarly, multiple perspectives are
voiced in the songs on Today I Died.

In "After the Standard," the protagonist
is a Southerner, anguished and angered
about the forces invading his land. 

"My sister writes when the yanks broke
in/split the door in two and set the place in
flames," sings Brooks.

The perspective in "Willards," on the
other hand, is that of Gen. Ulysses Grant,
visiting Washington, D.C., after overseeing
battles that turned the tide of war in the
North's favor. Like many of the songs on
the record, it was sparked by a passage in
Foote's book.

"He's taken aback by the pomp and cir-

cumstance and the politics," Brooks recalls
reading in Foote's book. 

The song gets its title from the hotel
where Grant stayed, taking whatever room
was offered. 

"I wanted to project him as a humble
guy,” Brooks says. “He's exhausted on a
mental level and on an emotional level,
coming from the war into a city where
there is a crazy cocktail party at the White
House where elitists are discussing this in
an intellectual way while for him it was his
everyday struggle."

artists next door

War between the
states of mind
Dave Brooks swims out 
of the streams of history ‘I invented my own

language with
these chords.’
—Dave Brooks
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Recordings
that connect us
to history
david brensilver

May 29, 2013, marked the 100th anniversary of the pre-
miere of Igor Stravinsky’s Le Sacre du Printemps (The
Rite of Spring), and many people and organizations to
which I stay connected via Facebook celebrated the
occasion by posting their favorite performance clips of
the work. And who was I to ignore the celebration?

I posted a comment on Facebook indicating that I
was listening to an excellent, 2011 recording of the
piece by Andrew Litton and the Bergen Philharmonic
Orchestra (Norway), whose principal percussionist,
Peter Kates, is a dear friend of mine.

Listening to Stravinsky’s monumentally important
composition, I began thinking about the rich musical
history that’s documented in my extensive collection
of orchestral recordings. Naturally, I have numerous
recordings of some pieces, while other works require
only one. 

Glenn Gould’s 1955 recording of Bach’s “Goldberg”
Variations, for example, is considered by many (includ-
ing yours truly) to be the definitive performance of the
work and the one I listen to almost exclusively.  

And while I’m partial to the Mahler cycle that
Leonard Bernstein recorded (for Deutsche Gram-
mophon) in the 1980s with the New York Philharmonic,
Vienna Philharmonic, and Concertgebouw Orchestra, I
do have and regularly listen to several different record-
ings of each of the composer’s symphonies — and I
recommend the cycle Michael Tilson Thomas recorded
with the San Francisco Symphony.

The same is the case with Prokofiev Symphony No. 5.
While I own and regularly listen to a number of record-
ings of the piece, it’s a recording by Leonard Slatkin and
the St. Louis Symphony that I play most frequently. 

The point here is that certain recordings speak to
us in unique ways for different reasons. And what that
means is that a particular performer — and a particular
performance — has connected a listener to the music’s
source, thereby keeping a composer relevant no matter
how many years have passed since audiences first
heard his or her work. ■

David Brensilver is the editor of The Arts Paper. This is his opinion.
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the arts council sounds off on …
In remastering the recordings, Brooks came across a song

or two he had almost forgotten, including "Powder Monkey,"
which reads as a recollection years after the fact of a sailor
who lost a hand loading a ship's cannon when he was a boy. It
was the job of the "powder monkey" — often a boy 12-14 years
old — to fetch the gunpowder from the powder magazine. 

"If we’re going to sit around here and drink all night/and
discuss our misdeeds and misfortunes/you see this stump
here at the end of my arm/it nearly stretched me to my fur-
thest tether," Brooks sings in the opening verse.

"The whole song was inspired by a picture of a boy standing
in a cocky way on a ship by a cannon. It's one of the clearest
pictures I've ever seen from the Civil War," recalls Brooks. "As
cocky and proud as the kid is, I tried to read between the lines." 

Brooks didn't turn up much in researching the term "powder
monkey." But indicative of the danger these boys faced, he did
learn that they had to wear felt slippers. 

"The shoes back then had nails in them,” he says. “If they
went into the powder room and you scuffed a nail and it hit
something steel, it could ignite the entire ship."

Brooks didn't arrange the songs in an old-timey fashion, al-
though he did add some mandolin and banjo licks on a few
tracks. But every song on the record was written with his guitar
tuned to dacgce rather than the standard eadgbe . 

"It just seemed to go with all these songs,” he says. “It had
that drone-y kind of evocative chords. I invented my own lan-
guage with these chords.

"For me, playing in standard tuning sounds like every other
song I've ever heard. I'm always thinking about how to get
away from that and to make it my own," says Brooks.

"I don't want to be about just one thing. I'm not a historical
songwriter," says Brooks. "But I did do that with this body of
work."

For now, writing Civil War songs is history. ■

Over 30 years of Fine Professional Photography
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‘Certain recordings speak
to us in unique ways for
different reasons.’
—David Brensilver
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Birthplace of the nation’s greatest hits
Looking back as the Shubert plans for its centennial

amanda may

Touring the Shubert Theater’s back-
stage area is like getting a history les-
son in American theater. From their

Hall of Fame to the individually painted mu-
rals, it’s a real who’s who of success in the
theatre world. 

Coming up on its 100th year, the theater
has seen the likes of Clark Gable, both
Katharine and Audrey Hepburn, Yul Brynner,
Julie Andrews, and Sidney Poitier grace the
stage (just to name a few). 

Since its opening by the Shubert brothers
in 1914, the Shubert Theater has seen more
than 600 pre-Broadway tryouts, including
more than 300 world premieres, the peak of
which took place between 1930 and 1950. 

For example, New Haven audiences saw
The King and I, The Sound of Music, A Funny
Thing Happened on the Way to the Forum, My
Fair Lady, and South Pacific before anyone
else. The list is so long that it’s almost unbe-
lievable. 

One actor that felt the history of the
place was Tony Curtis (of Some Like it Hot). 

“When we had Tony Curtis here it was a
real thrill for me,” Anthony Lupinacci, direc-
tor of marketing and community relations for
CAPA/Shubert Theater said. “He walked in
those doors and said to me, ‘Do you know
where we are? You have no idea what it
means to me to be in this theater. My friend

Signatures of Cats cast members on a backstage mural. Photo by Amanda May.

A packed house at the Shubert

Theater. Photo by Steve Blazo,

courtesy of the Shubert

Theater.
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Marlon Brando was on this stage in A
Streetcar Named Desire.” 

Things like that happen all the time, ac-
cording to Lupinacci. 

“There’s a huge awareness of what has
happened here,” he said. “If you could put
all of the actors who have performed here
in a room, it would be a phenomenal gath-
ering of people.”

The Shubert is even mentioned and/or
pictured in a few old movies, including All
About Eve with Bette Davis and Auntie
Mame with Rosalind Russell, usually refer-
encing “taking a show to New Haven for a
tryout.”

During a tour of the theater for The Arts
Paper, Lupinacci pointed out that at a cer-
tain point the venue’s Hall of Fame (a
printed list of all the shows that have been
staged at the theatre) had to be framed be-
hind plexiglass because the raised letters of
the shows showed too much wear and tear.
He’s seen countless actors who come to
perform standing before the wall, finding
the names of shows that meant something
to them. He recalled one young actress
from Ireland in particular coming and run-
ning her fingers over The Sound of Music
with its three gold stars (signifying that it
was a world premiere production). 

A major part of the early history of the
Shubert, and one that forever guided its
trajectory, was the involvement of Richard
Rogers and Oscar Hammerstein II. 

“Rogers and Hammerstein chose the
Shubert Theater as their tryout house,”
Lupinacci explained. “In those days they
didn’t open shows right on Broadway, so
New Haven and Boston were big.”

The first show that Rogers and Ham-
merstein tried out was Away We Go.

“The show was revolutionary because it
was about cowboys,” Lupinacci coyly
began. Away We Go, of course, went on to
be renamed Oklahoma!

“They were here in the theater, every
night. They’d stay at The Taft. … The New
Haven audience was the barometer, the
gauge, whether it was a hit,” Lupinacci said.
“Some songs were replaced or changed
based on the reactions of the audience. …
Our programs have different songs than
what went on to be known.”

“(Rogers and Hammerstein) have said
that all the shows that premiered here be-
came famous,” Lupinacci recalled. “They
called this their lucky theater.”

It wasn’t lucky just for Rogers and Ham-
merstein. Many young actors got their
break right here on College Street. Marlon
Brando appeared in the world premiere of A
Streetcar Named Desire, Sidney Poitier in the
world premiere of A Raisin in the Sun. Both
shows are still incredibly salient, with a
production of Streetcar planned at the Yale
Repertory Theatre in the coming year, and
the critically-acclaimed Clybourne Park (in-
spired by A Raisin in the Sun) at Long Wharf

Theatre earlier this year.  
After the “heyday” of the ’50s, the in-

dustry started to change and moved to Cal-
ifornia. 

“They didn’t need tryouts as much,” ex-
plained Lupinacci. “It became more about
national tours.”

The Shubert has weathered the changes
of the industry well, still attracting and
booking major talent to this day. Backstage
there are many, many square feet of proof
of this. Since the 1984 renovation, the hall-
ways and even the staircases have been
filled with signatures and murals made by
the performing artists and touring compa-
nies that have appeared at the theater.

Nowadays the venue still packs the
house for talent such as Connecticut’s own
Pilobolus Dance Theatre, as well as touring
acts like the improv-comedy troupe Second
City, the Blue Man Group, and big Broad-
way shows like West Side Story and Les Mis-
érables.

On one wall, the signatures of Buddy
Valastro (“The Cake Boss”), Lily Tomlin,
Joan Baez, Josh Groban, and Barbara Cook
all occupy a modest two-square-foot spot.
Other performing acts have hand-painted
murals with their iconic playbill imagery
and got the whole cast to sign them. 

Between the major shows that the Shu-
bert presents each year, the theater acts as
a rentable space. Each year, the venue has
an average of 115 “lit nights” with an aver-
age of 100,000 patrons enjoying those
shows. 

“It’s a real community resource, and we
like it like that,” Lupinacci said. “It’s a great
resource for local arts organizations.”  

Owned by the City of New Haven for
more than 15 years, the stage might be
filled with famous and up-and-coming ac-
tors one night, and a local dance school’s
recital the next. 

Lupinacci related having many people
over the years come up to him and nostal-
gically tell stories of having performed at
the Shubert as children. Some even get
married onstage.  

“It’s really for everybody,” Lupinacci
continued.

With the 2014 anniversary quickly ap-
proaching, the Shubert already has big
plans for its big 100. Thanks to a $250,000

grant from The Community Foundation for
Greater New Haven, the organization is
currently planning a massive lobby renova-
tion as well as the addition of a smaller
venue of 100–200 seats. 

“It will be great for community groups,”
Lupinacci said. “It’s all about access and di-
versity.”

And for making history, of course. 
For more information about Shubert

Theater, including the venue’s upcoming
shows, visit shubert.com. ■

In 1943, New Haven audiences were

the first to see a show called Away

We Go, whose title was changed to

Oklahoma! by the time the musical

opened on Broadway. Photo cour-

tesy of Shubert Theater.

Rex Harrison and Julie Andrews in

the 1956 premiere of My Fair Lady at

the Shubert Theater. Photo courtesy

of Shubert Theater.

‘My friend Marlon Brando was on this
stage in A Streetcar Named Desire.’
—Tony Curtis
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david brensilver

The Arts Paper spoke recently with the New Haven
Museum’s executive director, Margaret Anne
Tockarshewsky, who began serving in that capacity

on February 1, 2012. What follows is an edited transcript of
an e-mail interview conducted in late May.

Q: What elements of the museum’s holdings most in-
trigued you upon first exploring the collection?

A: The New Haven Museum is in the midst of its 150th
anniversary celebration. It was founded in November 1862

as the New Haven Colony Historical Society. … I’m fasci-
nated by the stories objects tell, or could potentially tell,
which is even more important because they have been
taken out of context — no longer in their original settings,
or fulfilling their original (design) function. … Historian
Laura Macaluso mentions quite a few of our more interest-
ing collection pieces in her new book, Historic Treasures of
New Haven: 375 Years of Celebrating the Elm City.

Q: Are there photographs — or series of photographs
— in the museum's collection of 75,000 images that are
particularly compelling in terms of the city’s history?

A: The collections range from daguerreotypes of New
Haveners — many whose names we know — to modern
prints on paper. The photographers were all local, some
professional, with commercial studios on Chapel Street,

while others were men of means for whom photography
was a serious hobby. Some collections, such as the H.
Rossiter Snyder Collection, contain images of surrounding
towns such as East Haven and Branford, and old houses in
shoreline communities such as Madison, Guilford, and Mil-
ford. The Baltrush, Bradley, and Bronson Collections are
good documentation of the city at the turn of the 20th cen-
tury. The street scenes are so compelling. The New Haven

Redevelopment Agency Photo Archive is an extensive doc-
umentation of New Haven’s built environment, as it was
during the 1950s through early 1970s. There is a record of
every block, every structure, in the project areas, before,
during, and after redevelopment. That collection exceeds
some 10,000 prints and negatives.  

Q: What aspects of the city's history are captured in
the images given to the museum by the New Haven Re-
development Agency — and when was that gift received?

A: For good or bad, (the history) of a vanished New
Haven, its buildings and people. But more so, of the city
when it was whole, before the urban renewal programs of
the 1950s and 1960s removed large swaths of the built en-
vironment, and disrupted lives and livelihoods. But the
photos also capture a certain optimism of that era … It is
an important record of how the city was shaped and trans-
formed by redevelopment. We are extremely lucky to
house such an archive. The museum received the collec-
tion in the 1980s.

Q: How can residents explore these images?

A: The photo archives are open to researchers by ap-
pointment (contact photos@newhavenmuseum.org). The
general visitor to our website can read a brief description
of each photo collection and manuscript collection, as well
as view several images. The exception is the Dana Collec-
tion, which consists of 150 scrapbooks of New Haven his-
tory compiled by Arnold G. Dana, came to us upon his
death in 1947. The pages have been scanned and can be
accessed in the Whitney Library … We’ve also made a
number of Redevelopment Agency photos available online
through cthistoryonline.org, which is a terrific resource.

Q: You've said that the museum’s Wooster Square ex-
hibit and the neighborhood's history reflect the history
of the city itself. Would you talk about what the exhibit
captures in terms of the rise and fall of the city’s indus-
trial and manufacturing sectors, immigration to New
Haven, urban renewal, and historic preservation?

10 • theartspaper.com july | august 2013 •
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Reflecting on the New Haven
Museum’s importance

A Q&A with Margaret Anne Tockarshewsky

A painting (oil on canvas, c. 1860) by Leopold Schierholz depicting a view of New Haven from Fair Haven Heights, purchased with museum accession funds, partial gift of Ellen Sherk Walsh, collection of New Haven Museum.

Photograph of women assembling clocks at the New Haven Clock Company, c.

1910, The New Haven Clock Company Papers, collection of New Haven Museum.
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A: With its architectural legacy, perva-
sive feeling of community, preservation
spirit, and storied resiliency in the face of
urban renewal … Wooster Square was an
exciting choice for the museum’s third
neighborhood show. The story of Wooster
Square can be seen the history of the city
itself, beginning with the expansion east
beyond the original nine squares to the
New Township area. The rise and fall of in-
dustrial New Haven can be seen in
Wooster Square … Named for fallen Revo-
lutionary War hero David Wooster, the
neighborhood grew up “at the confluence
of the city’s major rail and shipping facili-
ties” (Rae, The City) … Around the public
square titans of industry built large homes
designed by the city’s premier architects,
while factory workers settled in dwellings
along side streets en route to the factories.
Successive waves of immigration brought
Irish, Scots, Lithuanians, Polish, Swedes,
French Canadians, and Italians to Wooster
Square, to work in factories and the con-
struction trades. Its decline into New
Haven’s third-largest slum area, following
factory closings before World War II, made
it ripe for redevelopment by the city’s urban
planners during the 1950s and 1960s, who
targeted the area for highway construction.
Efforts to save the neighborhood, including
its fabled square and significant architecture, rallied the
city’s preservationists, with The New Haven Preservation
Trust taking a leadership role. This activity led to its desig-
nation as the city’s first local historic district in 1970, and
listing in the National Register of Historic Places in 1971.

Q: The Whitney Library itself is a historical treasure.
Would you explain to our readers who the library’s users
are, how extraordinary a resource it is, and what docu-
ments are available in its collection?

A: The library started as a reading room, open only to
members. When it was established as a library in the
Grove Street building, our second owned home, it was still
only open to members. We see about 800 visitors a year,
and 1000 remote users (inquiries by phone, mail, and Inter-
net). Today, two-thirds of remote users are from New
Haven County, about three-quarters are from Connecticut.
It wasn’t until 1969 during a fundraising campaign that it
was named the Whitney Library in honor of Eli and Sarah
Farnum Whitney. The son of the
inventor was a charter member
of the society and left the society
its first bequest in 1898. The
holdings exceed 30,000 volumes,
320 manuscript collections, as
well as architectural drawings,
maps, broadsides, newspapers,
and other items. The Whitney Li-
brary and holdings are integral to
the collections of the New Haven
Museum and are an important
source of material for exhibitions,
publications, and programs. From
the original town records of 1649,
to modern institutional records
into the 21th century, the library is
the premier repository for re-
search in the Greater New Haven
area. In addition to the biblio-
graphic catalog, the library offers
two publications, Guide to Manu-
scripts and Archives in the Whitney
Library (1988 and supplement)
and the Seton Guide to Industrial
Holdings in the Whitney Library
(2001). The library’s significant
holdings are used by some 2,000

researchers each year. In fy11, li-
brary users were from New

Haven, Connecticut, and the northeast; ap-
proximately one-third were from elsewhere
around the United States. They sought in-
formation on genealogy, architecture, busi-
ness and legal history, and many other
topics.  

Q: What types of materials were in-
cluded in the original 1862 gifts made to
the library — and which among them holds
particular interest for you?

A: (The following pertains to both the
museum and the library.) Early gifts to the
society included Noah Webster’s writing
table (bookcase and books), Benedict
Arnold’s account book, relics from the Bat-
tlefield of Gettysburg, election sermons, at-
lases, city directories, maps, scholarly
papers, eulogies, John Warner Barber’s ac-
count of the Amistad trial … The world’s
first telephone directory — a one-pager en-
titled List of Subscribers, dated February 21,
1878, New Haven Preservation Trust survey
of 4,600 New Haven buildings executed be-
tween 1979 and 1984, broadsides, trade
cards, (and) Eli Whitney’s letter to his fa-
ther, asking for money. He was a student at
Yale and was to have sold his horse en
route from home to school and was unable
to do so. Boarding the horse in town was
too costly, so he was experiencing financial

difficulty. Priceless.

Q: Talk if you would about the museum’s educational
programs and how they introduce the region's students
to the city’s history and the museum itself. How many
students would you estimate come through the mu-
seum's doors each year?

A: Between school visits and in-school programs, we
see just under 2,000 students. Our offerings include pro-
grams here at the museum, using the collections and pri-
mary source materials from the Whitney Library, that …
look at more than 375 years of local history (to help stu-
dents) understand why New Haven evolved as it did and
looks the way it does today. …  Our education director,
Michelle Cheng, has been working with Sandra Clark, so-
cial studies supervisor for New Haven Public Schools, to
bring teachers here for training and (to) introduce teachers
… to our resources and help them meet Common Core
standards. With Gretchen M. Gurr, high school teacher at
Hillhouse High School, we’ve initiated History Day work-

shops for parents, teachers, and
students, to encourage students
to explore local history topics.
Last year we made a commit-
ment to offer more programs for
families. For example, we piloted
a walking tour for families of
Wooster Square, for Preservation
Month, partnering with the New
Haven Preservation Trist and the
Historic Wooster Square Associ-
ation.  

Q: How much of the mu-
seum’s collection has been digi-
tized?

A: Across all the collections,
we have digital images for per-
haps 28,000 items. About a quar-
ter of the photo archive has been
scanned. As requests for images
are received from the public,
scholars, researchers, architects,
city planners, etc., we’ll have ob-
jects professionally pho-
tographed or items scanned at
high resolution. We do have a vi-
sual record of almost our

Continued on page 17

Wood engraving in Barber’s Interesting Events in the History of the United States of royal agents pursuing Whalley and Goffe,

John Warner Barber, 1832, collection of New Haven Museum.

Mayer, Strouse & Co. advertisement in the City Directory, 1886, collection of New

Haven Museum.

Notes for letter “A” for quarto dictionary, Noah Webster, 1807, Noah Webster Papers, collection of New Haven Museum.
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Classes & Workshops
Creative Arts Workshop 80 Audubon St., New
Haven. 203-562-4927. www.creativeartswork-
shop.org.
Register for fall workshops in July and August.
Wood-carving, printmaking, jewelry, encaustic,
collage, and more. Fall Session begins September
16. Early registration is recommended. Check out
new classes in fashion design! Courses for adults
and young people also include drawing and paint-
ing, sculpture, photography, book arts, fiber, pot-
tery, and beyond. Scholarships available. 

Musical Folk Studio 2, 24 Selden St., Woodbridge.
203-691-9759. www.MusicalFolk.com.
Music Together Classes. A fun, creative music and
movement program for babies through 5 years old
and the ones who love them! Come sing, dance
and play instruments in an informal setting.
Classes and demonstration classes ongoing
throughout the year. Classes held daily in New
Haven, Hamden, Woodbridge, and East Haven. 

Neighborhood Music School 55 Audubon St.,
New Haven. 203-624-5189. www.neighborhood-
musicschool.org.
Neighborhood Music School offers private lessons
on 30-plus instruments, early childhood music
and movement, group music classes, and ensem-
bles. Weeklong workshops include Chamber
Winds, Summer Rocks! And Summer Jazz. Check
out our new classes: The Beatles Songbook, Open
Mic, Groove Ensemble, Zumbatomic, Body Per-
cussion, Conversational Singing, Afro-Caribbean
Dance, and more! Classes run four to six weeks
and lesson length varies based on schedule. Sev-
eral Early Music Play-ins are one-day sessions.
See website for details. 

New Haven Oratorio Choir 185 Cold Spring St.,
New Haven. 203-248-4416. www.nhoratorio.org.
Choral Skills Workshop. The New Haven Oratorio

Choir presents a choral skills workshop taught by
artistic director Daniel Shaw. This workshop will
help participants to focus on pivotal choral skills
including diction, understanding meter and key,
and tuning. Some basics of music theory will also
be covered. It will teach healthy habits for choral
singers of all levels. Wednesday evenings, 7-8:15
p.m. $25 for five classes. 

Royal Scottish Country Dance Society 223 East
Grand Ave., New Haven. 203-281-6591. www.rscd-
snewhaven.org.
Enjoy dancing the social dances of Scotland.
Come alone or with a friend. All dances taught.
Wear soft-soled non-street shoes. Tuesday
evenings. 7:45-10 p.m. $8 per evening, first night
free. 

Connecticut Natural Science Illustrators Yale
Peabody Museum Community Education Center,

230 West Campus Drive, Orange. 203-934-0878.
www.ctnsi.com.
Connecticut Natural Science Illustrators, in collab-
oration with the Yale Peabody Museum of Natural
History, is offering summer classes in natural sci-
ence illustration from June 3 to August 31: Natural
Science Drawing and Field Sketching, Botanical
Watercolor, Beach Field Sketching, Color Theory,
Printmaking, Drawing and Painting Birds, and
Drawing Flowers. Monday-Saturday, 10 a.m.-4

p.m. 

Dance
July

11-12 Thursday-Friday 
Gallim Dance Andrea Miller, artistic director of
Gallim Dance, took the Wesleyan University Cen-

ter for the Arts by storm when her company per-
formed at DanceMasters Weekend in 2011. Hailed
for their quick wit, technical virtuosity, and vis-
ceral movement style, Miller’s works embody fear-
less physicality. At Wesleyan, Gallim Dance will
perform Mama Call and Pupil Suite. 8 p.m. Wes-
leyan University Center for the Arts, 271 Washing-
ton Terrace, Middletown. 860-685-3355.
www.wesleyan.edu/cfa.

18 Thursday 
Marc Bamuthi Joesph: Word Becomes Flesh This
play documents letters from a young single father
to his unborn son using spoken word, dance, and
live music. Word Becomes Flesh returns to the
stage, re-invented in this New England premiere
for an ensemble cast of six emerging poet-per-
formers. 8 p.m. Wesleyan University Center for
the Arts, 271 Washington Terrace, Middletown.
860-685-3355. www.wesleyan.edu/cfa.

23 Tuesday 
Souleymane Badolo: Watidsowbo – Come Dance
with the World Born in Burkina Faso, choreogra-
pher and performer Souleymane Badolo’s heritage
is a driving force in his work. He founded his own
company, Kongo Ba Téria, in 1993. Since moving to
New York in 2009, in addition to his own work, he
has performed work created for him by Reggie
Wilson. 12:10 p.m. Wesleyan University Center for
the Arts, 50 Wyllys Ave., Middletown. 860-685-
3355. www.wesleyan.edu/cfa.

Exhibitions
360 State Street 360 State St., New Haven. 203-
309-0557. www.wunderleearts.com.
Looking Back Looking Forward. Retrospective and
new works by Don Wunderlee. Daily, by appoint-
ment, through September 11. 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Free.

A-Space Gallery West Cove Studio, 30 Elm St.,
West Haven. 203-500-0268. www.westcovestu-

The Guilford Art Center’s annual Craft Expo takes place July 18-21 on the Guilford Green. Image courtesy of GAC.

Works by Roy Money are showcased in A Sense of Time, on view at the George Street Gallery through August 1. Image
courtesy of the artist.
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dio.com.
Icon of the 40: Installation by Pamela Cardwell.
Memories of landscapes in Turkey and the Repub-
lic of Georgia inform this installation, with their
colors matched in the frescoes of cave cities
where monks still live quietly. Outer Gallery:
Thomas Stavovy: Recent Work. Through August 3,
by chance or appointment. Free.

Creative Arts Workshop 80 Audubon St., New
Haven. 203-562-4927. www.creativeartswork-
shop.org
Annual Juried Show: How Simple Can You Get? A
national exhibition with Juror Robert Storr, dean,
Yale University School of Art. Whether abstract or
figurative, the works in this exhibition focus on im-
ages and objects in which complexity has been re-
duced to its most essential and visually arresting
expression. There will be a reception in July, date
TBD. On view through July 26. Monday-Friday,
9:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m.; Saturday, 9 a.m.-12 p.m. Free
and open to the public.

Elm City Artists Gallery 55 Whitney Ave., New
Haven. 203-922-2359. www.elmcityartists.com.
Summer Showcase. Come enjoy a variety of art-
work by our gallery artists all summer long. Col-
lage/mixed media, watercolor, pottery, sculpture,
oil, pastels, and monoprints. Do you keep thinking
about a piece of art you saw several months ago?
Just ask, and our artist will be happy to bring it
back to the gallery if it is still available. On view
July 1-August 31. Monday-Saturday, 10 a.m.-6 p.m.
Free.

Firehouse Art Gallery Milford Fine Arts Council,
81 Naugatuck Ave., Milford. 203-306-0016.
www.milfordarts.org.
Flowers and Gardens Exhibit. The Firehouse Art
Gallery will have a new exhibit on display with the
theme “Flowers & Gardens.” Friday-Sunday, 12-4

p.m. On view through July 5. Free.

Gallery 195 Arts Council of Greater New Haven,
195 Church St., 4th Floor, New Haven. 203-772-
2788. www.newhavenarts.org.
Anita Soos and Ken Lovell. While Anita Soos cre-
ates painterly prints that are atmospheric and ref-
erence the landscape, Ken Lovell, a digital painter,
programs random elements from computer gener-
ated templates. Both artists explore the balance of
chance and choice, as dictated by the processes
and materials inherent in their respective medi-
ums. Reception: September 10, 5-7 p.m. On view
through September 20. Monday-Wednesday, 9
a.m.-4 p.m.; Thursday-Friday, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Free.

George Street Gallery 300 George St., New
Haven. 203-481-4930. www.rwmj.snugmug.com.
A Sense of Time. Color and black-and-white images
of natural areas, including East Rock, by Roy
Money. On view through August 1. Monday-Fri-
day, 7 a.m.-6 p.m.

New Haven Lawn Club 193 Whitney Ave., New
Haven. 203-777-3494. fbruckmann.com.
Frank Bruckmann: Paintings of Maine and Connecti-
cut. This exhibition of oil paintings presented by
the Kehler Kiddell Gallery is comprised of pieces
from the painter’s best-loved places to work, the
rocky coast of Maine, with its dramatic seascapes,
and his territory in New Haven; a body of work
that explores the natural terrain of West Rock
Ridge, downtown, and the “mom and pop” shops
of Westville. For images visit fbruckmann.com. On
view through July 7. The New Haven Lawn Club is
open seven days a week and the public is wel-
come to view the show. 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Free.

Sumner McKnight Crosby Jr. Gallery Arts Coun-
cil of Greater New Haven, 70 Audubon St., 2nd
Floor, New Haven. 203-772-2788. www.newhave-
narts.org.
Spectra 201.3 Spectra is the annual members show
for the Photo Arts Collective, on view through July
5. Monday-Friday, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Free.

Yale Peabody Museum of Natural History 170

Whitney Ave., New Haven. 203-432-5050.
peabody.yale.edu.
Return of the 17-Year Cicadas. An extraordinary nat-
ural phenomenon is about to take place. This year
the 17-year cicada will emerge from colonies in
undisturbed forested regions in south-central
Connecticut. On view through September 3. 12-5

p.m. $5-$9.
Echoes of Egypt: Conjuring the Land of the Pharaohs.
This exhibition will take you on a journey through
2000 years of fascination with ancient Egypt, the
land of the pharaohs. Visitors will enter through a
reproduction of the Egyptianizing gateway that is
the entrance to New Haven’s Grove Street Ceme-
tery (designed by Henry Austin in 1839). On view
through January 4, 2014. Monday-Saturday, 10
a.m.-5 p.m.; Sunday, 12-5 p.m. $5-$9.

Galas & Fundraisers
August 

29 Thursday 
Annual gala and auction event for the benefit of
the Elm Shakespeare Company, featuring dinner,
cocktails, and silent and live auctions, followed by
a performance of Julius Caesar. Elm Shakespeare
Company, Edgerton Park, 75 Cliff St., New Haven.
203-874-0801. www.elmshakespeare.org.

Kids & Families
The Caldwell Dance Center 1946 State St., Ham-
den. 203-675-6756. 
Summer Dance and Dream Camp for Youth. Offering
two, three-week sessions for ages 6-14. Children

can enjoy body conditioning, swimming, and hik-
ing in addition to the study of modern dance,
African drum and dance, jazz, hip-hop, and im-
provisational dance. A specialty workshop for
Moko Jumbies (stilt dancers) will be offered to a
limited number of students. Call (203) 675-6756.
Session 1: July 1-19. Session 2: July 22-August 9. 9
a.m.-4:30 p.m. $500 per child, per session.

Pardee-Morris House 325 Lighthouse Road, New
Haven. 203-562-4183.
www.newhavenmuseum.org.
Readmobile at Pardee-Morris House. Join the New
Haven Museum and the New Haven Free Public
Library for the Readmobile at the Pardee-Morris
House. August 2. Story time for kids will begin at
10 a.m. Families can register for library cards,
check out books, or ask reference questions. Free.

Music
July 

2 Tuesday 
Stephen Bennett: Harp Guitar A native of Ore-
gon, teacher, composer, and performer, Stephen
Bennett is a master of the harp guitar, a 12-
stringed instrument with an extended sound
chamber and six sub-bass strings. He has released
25 albums and is the founder of the Harp Guitar
Gathering, an annual event that brings together
players, luthiers, scholars, and fans. 12:10 p.m.
Free. Wesleyan Center for the Arts, Crowell Con-
cert Hall, 50 Wyllys Ave., Middletown. 860-685-
3355. www.wesleyan.edu/cfa.

Hartford Steel Symphony Dance to the island
rhythms of the Hartford Steel Symphony! Founded
in 1989, this premier Connecticut steel pan group
performs calypso, reggae, pop, classical, and jazz
tunes under the musical direction of Kelvin Griffith
and Curtis Greenidge, and has shared the stage
with artists such as the great pianist Len
“Boogsie” Sharpe of Trinidad. 7 p.m. Free. Wes-
leyan Center for the Arts, CFA courtyard (rain site:
Crowell Concert Hall), 50 Wyllys Ave., Middle-
town. 860-685-3355. www.wesleyan.edu/cfa.

5 Friday 
The Zombies One of the top bands in the 1960s
British Invasion and a classic example of English

Elm Shakespeare Company presents William Shakespeare’s Julius Caesar
Co-directed by James Andreassi and Alvin Epstein
Sixteen outdoor performances, Tuesday through Sunday at 8 p.m., from Thursday, August 15
through Sunday, September 1, in Edgerton Park, 75 Cliff St., New Haven.
A gala and auction to benefit the Elm Shakespeare Company is scheduled for Thursday, August 29,
5-8 p.m., and will be followed by performance of Julius Caesar. Tickets for the gala event are $125 for
Friends, $175 for Patrons. For gala information and reservations, visit elmshakespeare.org or call
(203) 874-0801.
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Icon of the 40, an installation by Pamela Cardwell, is on view at West Cove Studio & Gallery through August 3. Image courtesy of the artist.

From left, Mark Zeisler as Caius Cassius, Jim Andreassi as Julius Caesar, and Paul Pryce as Mark Antony in Elm
Shakespeare Company’s production of Julius Caesar. Photo by Mike Franzman.
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pop, the Zombies were the second UK group, fol-
lowing The Beatles, to score a No, 1 hit in the U.S.
The reunited founding members will perform such
hits as “Tell Her No,” “She’s Not There,” “Time of
the Season,” “and Hold your Head Up.” 7:30 p.m.
Free. Hamden Arts Commission, Town Center
Park, 2761 Dixwell Ave., Hamden. 203-287-2546.
www.hamdenartscommission.org.

6 Saturday 
Evans Haile – A Salon Soiree Pianist Evans Haile
presents a fun, irreverent, and elegant musical
buffet of humor connecting stories of time and
place, classical music and composers, and how
they still relate to us all. From American pioneer
Louis Moreau Gottschalk to Viennese waltz king
Johann Strauss. 6:30 p.m. $30 at the door, $27 in
advance. Music Mountain, Music Mountain Road,
Falls Village. 860-824-7126. www.musicmoun-
tain.org.

7 Sunday 
St. Petersburg String Quartet St. Petersburg
String Quartet with Ilya Yakushev, piano. The pro-
gram will be as follows: Schubert: String Quartet
in E-flat Major, Op. 125, No. 1, D87; Mendelssohn:
String Quartet, Op. 44; and Franck: Quintet for
Piano and Strings in F Minor. 3 p.m. $35 at the
door, $27 in advance. 18 and under admitted free
with ticket holder. Music Mountain, Music Moun-
tain Road, Falls Village. 860-824-7126. www.mu-
sicmountain.org.

9 Tuesday 
Twilight Tuesdays Concert – Brother Sun Join us
in the Park of the Arts for a fabulous summer
evening of music. Our first in the series is Brother
Sun. Fusing folk, Americana, blues, pop, jazz, rock,
and a cappella singing, Brother Sun is an explosion
of musical diversity and harmony, in the finest of
male singing traditions. You are also invited to
purchase your dinner from Abel Caterers at the
event. Kosher options provided. Dinner starts at
6:30 p.m.; concert at 7:15 p.m., rain or shine. Lim-
ited table seating, reserve in advance. Adults $20,
children (12 and younger) $5. To order tickets, call

(203) 624-5189 x. 17. Dinners may be purchased
the evening of each concert. Neighborhood Music
School, 100 Audubon St., New Haven. 203-624-
5189. www.neighborhoodmusicschool.org.

12 Friday 
Starship with Mickey Thomas Mickey Thomas
was the soaring voice of Jefferson Starship start-
ing in 1979 with the No. 1 hit, “Jane,” continuing
with the renamed Starship in the ’80s and ’90s.
His powerful vocals are heard on such hits as “We
Built This City,” “No Way Out,” “Sara,” “Fooled
Around and Fell in Love,” and “Nothing’s Gonna
Stop Us Now.” 7:30 p.m. Free. Hamden Arts Com-
mission, Town Center Park, 2761 Dixwell Ave.,
Hamden. 203-287-2546. www.hamdenartscom-
mission.org.

13 Saturday 
Vince Giordano and the Nighthawks Absolutely
the finest of big band, jazz, and swing. Featured on
Boardwalk Empire and A Prairie Home Companion.
Now come see them live! 6:30 p.m. $30 at the
door, $27 in advance. Music Mountain, Music
Mountain Road, Falls Village. 860-824-7126.
www.musicmountain.org.

Les Gouts Reunit, or Styles Reunited Former
Guilford resident and baroque flutist Vicki Melins
joins cellist Hannah Collins; period violinist Daniel
Lee; harpsichordist Ruth Mckay; and soprano
Sarah Reed to form the Nash Baroque Ensemble
and present a program of 18th century music of
the French and Italian Baroque. Performing music
of Vivaldi, Couperin, Geminiani, and Boismoritier.
4 p.m.: A benefit concert for the Gallant Fund for
Children’s Education in Music. Donations wel-
come. Unitarian Society of New Haven, 700 Hart-
ford Turnpike, Hamden. 203-288-1807. 7:30 p.m.,
Christ Episcopal Church, 11 Park St., Guilford, tick-
ets $15 at the door. 315-391-6718. 

14 Sunday 
Penderecki String Quartet Penderecki String
Quartet with Pamela Mia Paul, piano. The after-
noon program will be: Warner: Suite in the Olden

Style, Op. 34; Dvo ák: String Quartet in G Major,
Op. 106; and Bartók: Piano Quintet – a Music
Mountain premiere! 3 p.m. $35 at the door, $30 in
advance, 18 and younger admitted free with ticket-
holder. Music Mountain, Music Mountain Road,
Falls Village. 860-824-7126. www.musicmoun-
tain.org.

Music for a Summer Afternoon Come hear this
award-winning chorus delight you with a cappella
harmonies in the barbershop style. The whole
family will enjoy this wonderful music. Everyone is
welcome and it is free to the public. 4-5:30 p.m. St.
Michael’s Church, 29 Wooster Place, New Haven.
(203) 281-7689. www.silknsounds.org.

16 Tuesday 
Twilight Tuesdays Concert – The Cosmic Jibaros
Join us in the Park of the Arts for a fabulous sum-
mer evening of music. This extraordinary local
group has redefined the Latin rock band, mixing in
Caribbean rhythms and adding funked-up guitars
and accordion flourishes for a sound that’s both
cross-cultural and highly danceable. You may pur-
chase your dinner from Abel Caterers the night of
the event. Kosher options provided. Dinner at 6:30

p.m.; concert at 7:15 p.m., rain or shine. Limited
table seating, reserve in advance. Adults $20, chil-
dren (12 and younger) $5. To order tickets, call
(203) 624-5189 x. 17. Neighborhood Music School,
100 Audubon St., New Haven. 203-624-5189.
www.neighborhoodmusicschool.org.

17 Wednesday 
Grill ‘n’ Chill: Rich Moran, Judy Webber, Jeff
Webber Cool down with the sizzlin’ sounds of the
best bands around at the JCC’s Grill ‘n’ Chill sum-
mer music series featuring a delicious Kosher BBQ
and great talent. Hot food, cool tunes. Rich Moran,
Judy Webber, and Jeff Webber sing American and
Broadway standards. 5-8 p.m. Free, with food
available for purchase. Jewish Community Center
of Greater New Haven, 360 Amity Road, Wood-
bridge. 203-387-2522. www.jccnh.org.

19 Friday 
Doo-Wop Show Hamden’s own Fred Parris and
The Five Satins are back by popular demand. Fred
will sing his landmark song, “In the Still of the
Night.” Charley Thomas Drifters will also take the
stage. One of the bands with rights to the Drifters
name will perform “Under the Boardwalk,” “Some
Kind of Wonderful,” and more. 7:30 p.m. Free.
Hamden Arts Commission, Town Center Park,
2761 Dixwell Ave., Hamden. 203-287-2546.
www.hamdenartscommission.org.

20 Saturday 
Gunsmoke Come dance to America’s music: clas-
sic country, rockabilly, and western swing. 6:30

p.m. $30 at the door, $27 in advance. Music
Mountain, Music Mountain Road, Falls Village.
860-824-7126. www.musicmountain.org.

21 Sunday 
Arianna String Quartet Arianna String Quartet
with Tanya Bannister, piano. The afternoon pro-
gram will include: Mozart: String Quartet in G
Major, D. 387; Schubert: Adagio and Rondo Con-
certante in F Major, D. 487; and Schubert: String
Quartet in D Minor, D. 810 (“Death and The
Maiden”). 3 p.m. $35 at the door, $30 in advance,
18 and under admitted free with ticket-holder.
Music Mountain, Music Mountain Road, Falls Vil-
lage. 860-824-7126. www.musicmountain.org.

23 Tuesday 
Twilight Tuesdays Concert – Goodnight Blue
Moon Join us in the Park of the Arts for a fabulous
summer evening of music. With songs that range
from Americana and bluegrass-based traditional
folk to through-composed and orchestrated pop,
Goodnight Blue Moon’s style is eclectic, thought-
ful, and danceable. You may purchase your dinner
from Abel Caterers at the event. Kosher options
provided. Dinner starts at 6:30 p.m.; concert at
7:15 p.m., rain or shine. Limited table seating, re-
serve in advance. Adults $20, children (12 and
younger) $5. To order tickets, call (203) 624-5189

x. 17. Neighborhood Music School, 100 Audubon

Wesleyan University’s Center for the Arts presents Gallim Dance on Thursday and Friday, July 11 and July 12, and Marc Ba-

muthi Joseph's Word Becomes Flesh on July 18. Marc Bamuthi Joseph photo (below, left) by Daveed Diggs. Gallim Dance

image (below, right) courtesy of Wesleyan University CFA.
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St., New Haven. 203-624-5189. www.neighbor-
hoodmusicschool.org.

26 Friday 
Eddie Money The American rock guitarist and
singer-songwriter, who has sold over 28 million
records, is known for such hits as “Baby Hold On,”
“Two Tickets to Paradise,” “Take Me Home
Tonight,” “You’ve Really Got a Hold on Me,” and
“Think I’m in Love.” 7:30 p.m. Free. Hamden Arts
Commission, Town Center Park, 2761 Dixwell Ave.,
Hamden. 203-287-2546. www.hamdenartscom-
mission.org.

27 Saturday 
Swingtime Big Band Come dance to music per-
formed by Long Island’s Swingtime Big Band, led
by Steve Shaiman. For its sixth annual visit to
Music Mountain, Long Island’s authentic Swing
Era Band plays Glenn Miller, Count Basie, Benny
Goodman, Duke Ellington, and Artie Shaw, plus
special 100th birthday tributes to Woody Herman
and Charlie Barnet! 6:30 p.m. $30 at the door, $27

in advance. Music Mountain, Music Mountain
Road, Falls Village. 860-824-7126. www.music-
mountain.org.

28 Sunday 
Dover String Quartet Dover String Quartet with
Alexander Fiterstein, clarinet. The afternoon’s
classical offering will feature Weber: Clarinet
Quintet in B-flat Major, Op. 34; Brahms: String
Quartet No. 2 in A Minor, Op. 51, No. 2; and
Mozart: Clarinet Quintet in A Major, K. 581. 3 p.m.
$35 at the door, $30 in advance, 18 and younger
admitted free with ticket-holder. Music Mountain,
Music Mountain Road, Falls Village. 860-824-
7126. www.musicmountain.org.

30 Tuesday 
Twilight Tuesdays Concert – Ron Sunshine and
Friends Join us in the Park of the Arts for a fabu-
lous summer evening of music. Ron Sunshine and
Friends will treat you to the sweet sounds of Sina-
tra and you’ll want to sing along with familiar fa-
vorites. You may purchase your dinner from Abel
Caterers at the event. Kosher options provided.
Dinner starts at 6:30 p.m.; concert at 7:15 p.m.,
rain or shine. Limited table seating, reserve in ad-
vance. Adults $20, children (12 and younger) $5.
To order tickets, call (203) 624-5189 x. 17. Neigh-
borhood Music School, 100 Audubon St., New
Haven. 203-624-5189. www.neighborhoodmusic-
school.org.

31 Wednesday 
Grill ‘n’ Chill: Goodnight Blue Moon Cool down
with the sizzlin’ sounds of the best bands around
at the JCC’s Grill n’ Chill summer music series fea-
turing a delicious Kosher BBQ and great talent.
Hot food, cool tunes! Enjoy New Haven’s best
bluegrass with Goodnight Blue Moon. 5-8 p.m.
Free, with food available for purchase. Jewish
Community Center of Greater New Haven, 360

Amity Road, Woodbridge. 203-387-2522.
www.jccnh.org.

August

3 Saturday 
Amernet String Quartet Amernet String Quartet
with Alexander Platt, narrator, and Peter Askim,
bass. The afternoon will feature the following pro-
gram: Prokofiev: Peter and the Wolf, Op. 67;
Dvo ák: Selections from Cypresses, B 152; and
Dvo ák: Quintet for Strings and Double Bass in G
Major, Op. 77. 6:30 p.m. $35 at the door, $30 in ad-
vance. Music Mountain, Music Mountain Road,
Falls Village. 860-824-7126. www.musicmoun-
tain.org.

4 Sunday 
Amernet String Quartet Amernet String Quartet
with Ronald Leonard, cello. Afternoon program
will include Bocherrini: C Major Quintet, Op. 24,
No. 4, G 310; Arensky: Quartet with Two Cellos,

Op. 35; and Tchaikovsky: String Quartet No. 1 in D
Major, Op. 11. 3 p.m. $35 at the door, $30 in ad-
vance, 18 and younger admitted free with ticket-
holder. Music Mountain, Music Mountain Road,
Falls Village. 860-824-7126. www.musicmoun-
tain.org.

10 Saturday 
Amphion String Quartet Amphion String Quartet
with Soyeon Kate Lee, piano. Afternoon program
will include Haydn: String Quartet in E-flat Major,
Op. 33, No. 2 (“The Joke”); Dohnányi: Piano Quin-
tet No. 2 in E-flat Major, Op. 26; and Beethoven:
String Quartet in A Minor, Op. 132. 6:30 p.m. $35

at the door, $30 in advance, 18 and younger admit-
ted free with ticket-holder. Music Mountain,
Music Mountain Road, Falls Village. 860-824-
7126. www.musicmountain.org.

11 Sunday 
Miro String Quartet Miro String Quartet with
Melvin Chen, piano. The afternoon’s offering will
feature Beethoven: String Quartet in F Major, Op.
95 (“Serioso”); Schumann: Piano Quartet in E-flat
Major, Op. 47; and Elgar: Piano Quintet in A Minor,
Op. 84. 3 p.m. $35 at the door, $30 in advance.
Music Mountain, Music Mountain Road, Falls Vil-
lage. 860-824-7126. www.musicmountain.org.

14 Wednesday 
Grill ‘n’ Chill: Robert Messore and Christy Farber
Cool down with the sizzlin’ sounds of the best
bands around at the JCC’s Grill ‘n’ Chill summer
music series featuring a delicious Kosher BBQ and
great talent. Hot food, cool tunes! Robert Messore
and Christy Farber get down with rock and soul. 5-
8 p.m. Free, with food available for purchase. Jew-
ish Community Center of Greater New Haven, 360

Amity Road, Woodbridge. 203-387-2522.
www.jccnh.org.

16 Friday 
Galvanized Jazz Band Come dance to music per-
formed by the Galvanized Jazz Band! Celebrating
20 years at Music Mountain! Connecticut Magazine
readers voted them the No. 1 jazz band in the
state. High energy performances of Dixieland,
blues, and stomps. 6:30 p.m. $30 at the door, $27

in advance. Music Mountain, Music Mountain
Road, Falls Village. 860-824-7126. www.music-
mountain.org.

18 Sunday 
Dover String Quartet Dover String Quartet with
Roberto Diaz, viola. Afternoon program will in-
clude Haydn: String Quartet Op. 76, No. 4 (“Sun-
rise”); Beethoven: Quartet in E Minor, Op. 59, No.
2; and Mendelssohn: Viola Quintet in B-flat Major,
Op. 87. 3 p.m. $35 at the door, $30 in advance.

Music Mountain, Music Mountain Road, Falls Vil-
lage. 860-824-7126. www.musicmountain.org.

24 Saturday 
Folk Music Jamboree Inaugural Music Mountain
Folk Music Jamboree! A day of folk music, with
dancing, crafts, and great food. Fun for the whole
family! Free parking and picnicking. Food, wine,
and beer available. Music outdoors from 12-6 p.m.
Concert in Gordon Hall at 6:30 p.m. $30 at door,
$27 in advance, 18 and younger admitted free with
ticket-holder. Music Mountain, Music Mountain
Road, Falls Village. 860-824-7126. www.music-
mountain.org.

25 Sunday 
Cassatt String Quartet Cassatt String Quartet
with Ursula Oppens, piano. Program includes
Shostakovich: String Quartet No. 8 in C Minor, Op.
110; Beethoven: String Quartet in E-flat Major, Op.
74 (“Harp”); and Faure: Piano Quintet No. 1 in D
Minor, Op. 89. 3 p.m. $35 at the door, $30 in ad-
vance. Music Mountain, Music Mountain Road,
Falls Village. 860-824-7126. www.musicmoun-
tain.org.

31 Saturday 
Shanghai String Quartet Shanghai String Quartet
plays Haydn: String Quartet in D Major, Op. 64,
No. 5 (“The Lark”); Shostakovich: String Quartet

The Hamden Arts Commission presents Starship with

Mickey Thomas (above) on July 12 and Eddie Money (left)

on July 26, at Town Center Park in Hamden. Photos cour-

tesy of the Hamden Arts Commission.
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Call For
Artists 360 Xochi Quetzal is a free artist resi-
dency located in Chapala, Mexico, on the shores
of the largest lake in Mexico, October 1-31. Fiber
artists, writers, visual artists, musicians, and
scholars will find inspiration from the beauty of
the lake and surrounding mountains. Deadline:
August 17. For more information, visit www.debo-
rahkruger.com/1/art-residency.html or the 360

Xochi Quetzal Facebook page.

Artists Norwalk 2.0 has secured several vacant
storefronts to create POP CITY, a pop-up experi-
ence activating Norwalk’s historic downtown
neighborhood. We are looking for creative proj-
ects and ideas to utilize the spaces throughout the
summer and fall of 2013. Details at:
norwalk2.org/get-involved/pop-city-for-artists/.

Artists for FACES at FAHS (fine Art and Craft Ex-
hibit and Sale) at the Finnish American Heritage
Society. Any media, non-juried. Saturday October
1. Route 169, Canterbury. 9:30 a.m.-3 p.m. Spaces
for artisans and demonstrations, and a gratis
space for children and “Found Object Art – Make
It and Take It.” Refreshments available. Call D.
Allen, artisan leader, at 860-779-7213 or B. John-
son, chair, at 860-974-2760, to reserve demon-
stration or vendor space.

Artists National juried and invitational show open
to all craft media. Forty-fifth annual Celebration of
American Crafts exhibition and sale of fine contem-
porary crafts at Creative Arts Workshop, Novem-
ber 1–December 24. Submission deadline: July 31.
No fee. More than 300 craft artists represented.
For more information, call (203) 562-4927 x. 12, e-
mail celebration@creativeartsworkshop.org, or
visit www.creativeartsworkshop.org/celebration.

Artists Arts Center Killingworth’s Annual Out-
door Arts Festival and Open Studio Trail, October
12-13. Seeking artists in all media. Exhibit on the
Madison Town Green (Boston Post Road/Copse
Road, Madison) or open a private studio on the
Connecticut Shoreline. $60 registration fee. Dead-
line: August 24.  Prospectus and registration form:
www.artscenterkillingworth.org. Contact (860)
663-5593 or artscenterkillingworth@gmail.com.

Crafters Silk’n Sounds Chorus is seeking vendors
for its annual Fall Festival/Holiday Bazaar to be
held on November 9 at the Columbus Lodge of
Hamden (Knights of Columbus), 2630 Whitney
Ave., 9 a.m.-2 p.m. No stairs and handicap acces-
sible. Space cost $50, six-to-eight-foot table will
be provided (or bring your own setup). Contact
Louise at 203-239-7104 or jtalarczyk@snet.net for
more information and an application.

Singers The New Haven Oratorio Choir is looking
for new members for all sections. The ensemble
performs two to four concerts each season and
most of its performances are a capella or include
simple piano or organ accompaniment.  Member-
ship is by audition. Rehearsals are Wednesdays, 8-
10 p.m. Please contact nhctchoir@gmail.com for
more information or to schedule an audition. To
hear us and get more information, please visit
nhoratorio.org.

Services 
Bookkeeping for Artists and Creative Profes-
sionals Get help with the “business” part of your
creative business: A/P, A/R, billing, payroll, tax fil-
ings, collections, benefits, state and federal com-
pliance, and more. Kristin Merrill has more than
20 years of experience as a bookkeeper, business
manager, and artist. Call 203-589-6995 or e-mail
kmerrill@riversideconsulting.biz.

Japanese Shoji Screens Designed for Connecticut
homes. Custom built for windows, doorways, or
freestanding display, they allow beautiful filtered
light to pass through while insulating. For a free
quote, contact Phillip Chambers at (203) 888-
4937 or pchambers9077@sbcglobal.net.

Space
Art Studio Share Looking to share a charming art
studio in the center of Guilford. Call P.J. at 203-
610-1193.

Space for Rent Executive carriage house for rent
in Bethany. Two stories, two bedrooms, includes
workroom for artist/craftsman. Furnished or un-
furnished. Please e-mail
scousinsartist@yahoo.com or call (203) 393-0243.

Space for Sale Bethany estate on five acres for
sale. 3,000 square-foot house has three-plus bed-
rooms, three baths, and a large, architecturally de-
signed artist studio with separate heat, skylights,
decks, and separate entrance. Estate includes ex-
ecutive carriage house, barn, and gardens. Please
e-mail scousinsartist@yahoo.com or call (203)
393-0243.

Jobs
Please visit
newhavenarts.org for up-to-
date local employment
opportunities in the arts.
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No. 6 in C Major, Op.101; and Dvorák: String Quar-
tet in A-flat Major, Op. 105. 6:30 p.m. $35 at the
door, $30 in advance. Music Mountain, Music
Mountain Road, Falls Village. 860-824-7126.
www.musicmountain.org.

Special Events
July

6 Saturday 
Broadway-Q It’s a Broadway barbeque! Come
hang out in Madison for a unique networking op-
portunity for theater people across Connecticut
(and beyond). Food, drink, entertainment, fire-
works, bonfire, games, prizes, and fun! Family
friendly until fireworks conclude, then the S.A.T.B.
Cabaret gets down for its “Burlesque-y Broadway
Revue.” 3 p.m. $25, children $10. Tickets available
at handfulproductions.com. 46 Old Post Road,
Madison. 203-314-3394. 

6-7 Saturday-Sunday 
New England Arts and Crafts Festival The Mil-
ford Fine Arts Council will host the 27th annual
New England Arts and Crafts Festival. 10 a.m.-5

p.m. both days. Over 100 exhibits of handmade
arts and crafts, food court, and live entertainment.
Artists, artisans, and food vendors may download
an application at www.milfordarts.org. Free ad-
mission. Broad Street, Milford. 203-878-6647.
www.milfordarts.org.

9-12 Tuesday-Friday 
Sense-sational Art See the Yale Center for British
Art’s online calendar for details. 10 a.m.-12 p.m.
Free. Yale Center for British Art, 1080 Chapel St.,
New Haven. 203-432-2800. britishart.yale.edu.

15 Monday 
Mayoral Candidate Forum on the Arts Join a con-
versation about the arts with the candidates for
New Haven mayor, presented by the Arts Industry
Coalition. For more information, visit
www.newhavenarts.org. 7-9 p.m. 177 College St.,
New Haven. 203-772-2788.
www.newhavenarts.org.

18-21 Thursday-Sunday 
Craft Expo 2013 Guilford Art Center’s 56th annual
Craft Expo is one of the oldest and finest outdoor
craft shows in Connecticut, featuring works by
more than 180 of America’s best artists. Special
features: food trucks, music, and silent auction of
donated crafts. Gate proceeds benefit Guilford Art
Center. Thursday-Friday, 12-9 p.m.; Saturday, 10
a.m.-7 p.m.; Sunday, 12-5 p.m. $7 adults, $5 sen-
iors, free for GAC members, children younger than
12, and active military personnel. 411 Church St.,
Guilford. 203-453-5947.
www.guilfordartcenter.org.

Talks & Tours
July

9 Tuesday 
Anne Cubberly: “How I Became the Puppet Lady”
Visual artist Anne Cubberly’s work includes kinetic
sculpture, installations, and performance. She was
the first artist in residence at The Wadsworth
Atheneum Museum of Art in Hartford and her work
has been exhibited at the Cleveland Museum of Art,
Peabody Essex Museum, and The Aldrich Contem-
porary Art Museum, among other locations. 12:10
p.m. Free. Wesleyan University Center for the Arts,
CFA Hall, 287 Washington Terrace, Middletown.
860-685-3355. www.wesleyan.edu/cfa.

16 Tuesday 
A Talk by Marcela Oteíza Wesleyan University
assistant professor of theater and resident scenic
designer Marcela Oteíza is an interdisciplinary
artist working in the performing and visual arts.
She specializes in collaborative and non-text-
based work, and has been extensively involved in
numerous projects in the United States and
abroad. 12:10 p.m. Free. Wesleyan University Cen-
ter for the Arts, CFA Hall, 287 Washington Ter-
race, Middletown. 860-685-3355.
www.wesleyan.edu/cfa.

16-19 Tuesday-Friday
Art-Making at the YCBA See the Yale Center for
British Art’s online calendar for details. 10 a.m.-12

p.m. Free. Yale Center for British Art, 1080 Chapel
St., New Haven. 203-432-2800. britishart.yale.edu.

Theater
How to Succeed in Business Without Really Trying
This the finale of Audubon Arts Theatre Group’s
six weeks of work and fun. A satire of big busi-
ness, this play follows the rise of J. Pierrepont
Finch, who uses his special little handbook to
climb the corporate ladder, from window-washer
to high-powered executive, tackling familiar dan-
gers along the way – from back-stabbing cowork-
ers to caffeine addiction and love. July 30-August
1. 7 p.m. Tickets available through Neighborhood
Music School (203-624-5189) or at the door. 1108

Whitney Ave., Hamden. 203-624-5189.
www.neighborhoodmusicschool.org.

Shakespeare on the Shoreline: Much Ado About
Nothing This Shakesperian comedy,is based on
deliberate deceptions, some malevolent and oth-
ers benign, but all resulting in turmoil. Laughter
and tears take turns as the play treads a thin line
between tragedy and comedy before settling into
the comic tradition where all ends happily. Pic-
nicking encouraged (no alcohol). August 7-11.
Nightly, 7:30-10 p.m. Free and open to the public.
Park and Whitfield streets, Guilford. 203-453-
3890. www.shorelinearts.org.

Shakespeare in the Park: William Shakespeare’s
Julius Caesar Bring a blanket or chair. Picnics en-
couraged. August 15-September 1. Tuesday-Sun-
day, 8-10 p.m. Free with a suggested donation. 75

Cliff St., New Haven. 203-874-0801.
www.elmshakespeare.org.

The Arts Council provides the job and bulletin board listings as a service to our membership and is not responsible for the content or deadlines.

Arts Paper
ad and calendar
deadlines
The deadline for advertisements and
calendar listings for the September
2013 edition of The Arts Paper is Mon-
day, July 29, at 5 p.m.

Deadlines for future editions of The
Arts Paper are as follows:

October 2013:
Monday, August 26, 5 p.m.

November 2013:
Monday, September 30, 5 p.m.

December 2013:
Monday, October 28, 5 p.m.

Calendar listings are for Arts Council
members only and should be submit-
ted online at newhaven arts.org. Arts
Council members can request a user-
name and password by sending an e-
mail to amay@newhavenarts.org. The
Arts Coun cil's online calendar in-
cludes list ings for programs and
events taking place within 12 months
of the cur rent date. Listings submitted
by the calendar deadline are included
on a monthly basis in The Arts Paper.
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New Haven Museum
Continued from page 11

entire painting collection and some of the
decorative arts.

Q: What were the circumstances under
which the museum was founded?

A: The museum was founded on No-
vember 14, 1862, as the New Haven Colony
Historical Society, in the new City Hall, de-
signed by architect Henry Austin. A group
of 28 men assembled there at the invitation
of then mayor Harmanus M. Welch. Super-
intendent of public schools Horace Day is
generally credited with spearheading the
efforts to found a historical society; the or-
ganizing meeting had been held a month
earlier at the home of William A. Reynolds,
a direct descendant of the Rev. John Dav-
enport. In 1638, Davenport and the mer-
chant Theophilus Eaton, a childhood friend,
arrived on these shores from England with
500 followers. Reynolds’ house stood on
the site of Davenport’s cellar. The historical
society was founded “to be a useful public
project” and was “open to all who may wish
to unite with it.” This was during the midst
of the Civil War. New Haven was undergo-
ing change, there was uncertainty, and peo-
ple wanted to ensure the preservation of
the city’s long history. … The society was
chartered on June 17, 1863. Three women
were among the founding members. Inter-

estingly, Mayor Welch was the president of
New Haven Clock Co., and among other
founding members were Congressman
James English, who later became governor.
English owned a lumber company and had
ties to Wooster Square; his house on
Chapel Street was designed by Henry
Austin. 

Q: What events has the museum held
for its 150th anniversary?

A: We celebrated with a birthday party
last November, a “friendraiser,” to signify
the resurgence here at (the) museum.
Since then we’ve had three lectures by
noted experts, highlighting some aspect of
the collection. … In July we will present pot-
ter Guy Wolf, at the Pardee-Morris House.
We expect to cap off our year with a gala
on November 16.  We also launched a new
lecture series, “Heroes & Villains,” which
has been enormously popular, and inspired
our Benedict Arnold doll, made by New
Haven artist Chen Reichert, of Late Great
Dolls. ■ A letter from Eli Whitney to his father, The Whitney Family Collection, collection of New Haven Museum.

‘I’m fascinated by the stories objects
tell, or could potentially tell.’
—Margaret Anne Tockarshewsky
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Thornton Wilder’s gravestone (above) and the Wilder family plot (right) in Hamden. Photos by Steve Scarpa.

Thornton Wilder
Continued from page 5

kind of examination of his work. Thornton’s
first glimpse at eternity was seeing the
tomb of an ordinary Roman family as a stu-
dent in 1920. The modern world went on
the street above them as their lives were
frozen and over time forgotten. The writer
Gertrude Stein’s lectures contributed to
Wilder’s thoughts about the repetition of
life. Some of the family dialogue was quite
literally taken from the family dinner table,
Tappan Wilder said. 

“Wilder’s Our Town was shaped by his
imagination and memory, his experience
with family and friends, his love of country,
his concern about world events, and his
passion for the theater,” wrote Penelope
Niven in her biography Thornton Wilder — A
Life.

But one cannot underestimate what was
waiting for Wilder on Deepwood Drive as
an influence for the play. 

“Wilder returned to a family whose lives
at the time ran the gamut of issues and
emotions: a dying father, a weary mother,
happy newlyweds beginning a life together,
one sister — Janet — thriving in her life and
work, and two sisters — Charlotte and Is-
abel  — struggling in theirs,” Niven wrote.

Pulitzer Prize-winning playwright Donald
Margulies, himself a New Haven resident,
regularly teaches Our Town to his Yale stu-
dents, allowing himself the opportunity to
introduce — or in many instances, reintro-
duce — wary students to one of the great
works of dramatic literature. 

“Indeed the play’s success across cul-
tural borders around the world attests to its
being something much greater than an
American play; it is a play that captures the
universal experience of being alive,” Mar-
gulies wrote in the forward to the 2003 edi-
tion of the play. 

Over time, however, the play has re-
ceived an unfair lambasting in some quar-
ters as being soft, a charge Edelstein

unilaterally rejects. 
“People are often fooled because of

countless sentimental productions of the
play that they’ve seen. They are fooled into
thinking it is a corny Frank Capra movie, but
it is as bleak and devastatingly sad. I know
of no other work of art that, with more fe-
rocity and even rage, communicates the ad-
monition to treasure and savor your brief
life,” said Edelstein, who has seen the play a
half dozen times in his life, but has never di-
rected it. 

It could be the case that, Tappan Wilder
believes, people simply don’t always recog-
nize what the play is actually about. They
might think it’s about the teenage love story
between George and Emily, or that it is an
idealized portrayal of small town life. Those
interpretations miss the complexity of his
uncle’s play, or what he was even attempt-
ing to convey. 

“This play is about memory and imagi-
nation. It is not a play about a small New
England town,” Tappan Wilder said. “Our
Town is not a New Hampshire chocolate
milk shake … It is about how we remember

the past,” he said. 
Our Town sets one’s everyday actions,

the small gestures and moments, against
the rush of eternity, juxtaposing “the village
and the stars,” as Wilder himself put it. It’s a

theme that runs throughout Wilder’s work.
The play asks us to consider that the small
things in our lives — driving from Wilder’s
grave to home, eating a hot dog, typing this
story, talking to one’s family on the phone —
have meaning and value and are irreplace-
able when lost to time and memory. ■

Steve Scarpa is the director of marketing and commu-
nications at the Long Wharf Theatre.

The Arts Council of Greater New Haven
is dedicated to enhancing, developing,
and promoting opportunities for artists,
arts organizations, and audiences
throughout the Greater New Haven
area. Join us today!
newhavenarts.org/membership

The Arts Paper
Read our feature articles and download
the latest edition. 
theartspaper.com

Arts Council on Facebook
Get the inside scoop on what’s happen-
ing in the arts now!
facebook.com/
artscouncilofgreaternewhaven

Media Lounge
Sample the artistic bounty our region
has to offer.
Check out this virtual multimedia gallery
of local talent.
newhavenarts.org/medialounge

Creative Directory
Looking for something? Find local cre-
ative businesses and artists with our
comprehensive arts-related directory. 
You should be listed here!
newhavenarts.org/directory

E-newsletter
Your weekly source for arts happening in
Greater New Haven.
Sign up at: newhavenarts.org

Thornton Wilder, right, as the stage manager in a 1957 production of Our Town. Photo courtesy of the Wilder Family LLC and
the Yale Collection of American Literature, Beinecke Rare Book and Manuscript Library.

Join the Arts Council!
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member organizations & partners
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■ Individual $50
■ Family $60
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     with Shoreline Arts Alliance
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Arts & Cultural 
Organizations

ACES Educational Center
for the Arts

aces.k12.ct.us
203-777-5451

Alyla Suzuki Early 
Childhood Music Center

alylasuzuki.com
203-239-6026

American Guild of Organists
sacredmusicct.org

The Amistad Committee
ctfreedomtrail.org

Another Octave - CT Women’s
Chorus

anotheroctave.org
203-672-1919

ARTFARM
art-farm.org

Arts Center Killingworth
artscenterkillingworth.org
860-663-5593

Artspace
artspacenh.org
203-772-2709

Artsplace: Cheshire
Performing & Fine Art

cpfa-artsplace.org
203-272-2787

Azoth Gallery
azothgallery.com

Backstage Players Company
backstageplayerscompany.org

Bethesda Music Series
203-787-2346
bethesdanewhaven.org

Blackfriars Repertory Theatre
blackfriarsrep.com

Branford Art Studio
branfordartstudio.com
203-488-2787

Branford Folk Music Society
folknotes.org/branfordfolk

Center for Independent Study
cistudy.org

Chestnut Hill Concerts
chestnuthillconcerts.org
203-245-5736

The Choirs of Trinity Church
on the Green

trinitynewhaven.org

City Gallery
city-gallery.org
203-782-2489

Civic Orchestra of New Haven
conh.org

Classical Contemporary 
Ballet Theatre

ccbtballettheatre.org
203-435-4718

Connecticut Dance Alliance
ctdanceall.com

Connecticut Gay Men’s Chorus
ctgmc.org
800-644-CGMC

Connecticut Guild of Puppetry
ctpuppetry.org

Connecticut Natural 
Science Illustrators

ctnsi.com
203-934-0878

Connecticut Women Artists
ctwomenartists.org

Creative Arts Workshop
creativeartsworkshop.org
203-562-4927

DaSilva Gallery
gabrieldasilvagallery.com
203-387-2539

Dreamland International 
Film Festival

dreamlandfilmfest.org

Elm City Artists, LLC
elmcityartists.com 
203-218-3832

Elm City Dance Collective
elmcitydance.org

Elm Shakespeare Company
elmshakespeare.org
203-874-0801

Firehouse 12
firehouse12.com
203-785-0468

Foundry Music Company
www.foundrymusicco.com

Greene Art Gallery
greeneartgallery.com
203-453-4162

Giampietro Gallery
giampietrogallery.com
203-777-7760

Greater New Haven 
Community Chorus

gnhcc.org
203-624-1979

Guilford Art Center
guilfordartcenter.org
203-453-5947

Guilford Art League
203-318-0411

Guitartown CT Productions
guitartownct.com
203-430-6020

Hamden Art League
hamdenartleague.com 
203-494-2316

Hamden Arts Commission
hamdenartscommission.org 
203-287-2685

Heritage Chorale of New Haven
heritagechoralenewhaven.org

Hugo Kauder Society
hugokauder.org

The Institute Library
institutelibrary.org

International Festival 
of Arts & Ideas 

artidea.org

Jazz Haven
jazzhaven.org 

John Slade Ely House
elyhouse.org
203-624-8055

Kehler Liddell Gallery
kehlerliddell.com
203-389-9555

Knights of Columbus Museum
kofcmuseum.org
The Legacy Theatre
legacytheatrect.org

Long Wharf Theatre
longwharf.org
203-787-4282

Lyman Center at SCSU
lyman.southernct.edu

Madison Art Society
madisonartsociety.blogspot.com
860-399-6116

Meet the Artists and Artisans
meettheartistsandartisans.com
203-874-5672

Melinda Marquez
Flamenco Dance Center

melindamarquezfdc.org
203-361-1210

Milford Fine Arts Council
milfordarts.org
203-878-6647

Music Haven
musichavenct.org
203-215-4574

Music Mountain
musicmountain.com

Music with Mary
accordions.com/mary

Musical Folk
musicalfolk.com

Neighborhood Music School
neighborhoodmusicschool.org
203-624-5189

New England Ballet Company
newenglandballet.org
203-799-7950

New Haven Ballet
newhavenballet.org
203-782-9038

New Haven Chamber Orchestra
newhavenchamberorchestra.org

New Haven Chorale
newhavenchorale.org
203-776-7664

New Haven Free Public Library
nhfpl.org
203-946-8835

New Haven Improvisers
Collective

nhic-music.org

New Haven Museum 
newhavenmuseum.org
203-562-4183

New Haven Oratorio Choir
nhoratoriochoir.org

New Haven Paint and Clay Club
newhavenpaintandclayclub.org
203-288-6590

New Haven Preservation Trust
nhpt.org

New Haven Review
newhavenreview.com

New Haven Sister Cities
nhsistercities.org
203-787-2288

New Haven Symphony Orchestra
newhavensymphony.org
203-865-0831

Orchestra New England
orchestranewengland.org
203-777-4690

Pantochino Productions
pantochino.com

Paul Mellon Arts Center
choate.edu/artscenter

Play with Grace
playwithgrace.com

Quick Center for the Arts
quickcenter.com

Reynolds Fine Art
reynoldsfineart.com
203-498-2200

Royal Scottish Country Dance 
Society,  New Haven Branch

rscdsnewhaven.org
203-878-6094

Shoreline Arts Alliance 
shorelinearts.org
203-453-3890

Shoreline School of Art and
Music

shorelineartandmusic.com
203-481-4830

Shubert Theater
shubert.com
203-562-5666

Silk n’ Sounds
silknsounds.org

Susan Powell Fine Art
susanpowellfineart.com
203-318-0616

Tabor Community Arts Center
203-488-5668

Theatre 4
t4ct.com
203-654-7711

Trinity Players/Something
Players

203-288-6748

University Glee Club of New
Haven

universitygleeclub.org

UpCrown Entertainment
upcrown.com

Wesleyan University
Center for the Arts

wesleyan.edu/cfa

West Cove Studio & Gallery
westcovestudio.com 
(609) 638-8501

Westville Village 
Renaissance Alliance

westvillect.org

Whitney Arts Center
203-773-3033

Whitney Humanities Center
yale.edu/whc

Yale Cabaret
yalecabaret.org
203-432-1566

Yale Glee Club
yale.edu/ygc
203-432-4136

Yale Institute of Sacred Music
yale.edu.ism
203-432-5180

Yale Peabody Museum
of Natural History

peabody.yale.edu
203-432-5050

Yale Repertory Theatre
yalerep.org
203-432-1234

Yale School of Music
music.yale.edu
203-432-1965

Yale University Art Gallery
artgallery.yale.edu
203-432-0600

Yale University Bands
yale.edu/yaleband
203-432-4111

Young Audiences of Connecticut
yaconn.org

Creative Businesses

Best Video
bestvideo.com
203-287-9286

Fairhaven Furniture
fairhaven-furniture.com
203-776-3099

Hull’s Art Supply and Framing
hullsnewhaven.com
203-865-4855

Q River Creatives, LLC
qrivercreatives.com
203-745-9645

Toad’s Place
toadsplace.com

Community Partners

Department of Arts Culture
& Tourism, City of New Haven

cityofnewhaven.com
203-946-8378

DECD/CT Office of the Arts
cultureandtourism.org
860-256-2800

Fractured Atlas
fracturedatlas.org

Greater New Haven 
Chamber of Commerce

gnhcc.com

Town Green Special 
Services District

www.infonewhaven.com

Visit New Haven
visitnewhaven.com
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arts council programs

Advice from the AC
Debbie Hesse, the Arts Council’s director of artist
services and programs, will be available by ap-
pointment during the summer. To schedule an ap-
pointment, call (203) 772-2788.

Gallery 195
First Niagara Bank, 195 Church St., 
4th floor, New Haven
Bank hours

Anita Soos and Ken Lovell

Dates: Through September 20

Reception: Tuesday, September 10, 5-7 p.m.

Perspectives … 
Gallery at Whitney Center
200 Leeder Hill Dr., Hamden, South Entrance
Tuesday & Thursday, 4–7 p.m.; 
Saturday, 1–4 p.m.

U-Phoria

Dates: July 10-October 31

Photo Arts Collective
The Photo Arts Collective is an Arts Council pro-
gram that aims to cultivate and support a commu-
nity of individuals who share an interest in
photography, through workshops, lectures, exhibi-
tions, portfolio reviews, group critiques, and special
events. The Photo Arts Collective meets the first
Thursday of the month at the Kehler Liddell Gallery,
873 Whalley Ave., New Haven, at 7 p.m. To learn
more, e-mail photoartscollective@gmail.com.

Save the Date for 
Somewhat Off the Wall
Date: Sunday, September 22

Location: Lobby of 360 State, 360 State St., New
Haven

Numbered tickets available for $100. When your
ticket number is called, you select and take home
a piece of artwork! $35 event tickets do not in-
clude artwork. Party begins at 5 p.m., drawing of
ticket numbers begins at 7 p.m.

Sumner McKnight Crosby
Jr. Gallery
70 Audubon St., 2nd floor, New Haven 
Monday–Friday, 9 a.m.–5 p.m.

Unfold
The 10th annual Arts Council members' show

Dates: July 19-September 13

Reception: Thursday, July 18, 5-7 p.m.

Gallery 195 •  Anita Soos

Somewhat Off the Wall • Photo by Amanda May.

Perspectives • Hayward Gatling

Photo Arts Collective • Maria Tupper

Perspectives • Photo by Steve Olsen.

Sumner McKnight Crosby Jr. Gallery • Rod Cook
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