
Arts Council of Greater New Haven
www.newhavenarts.org

june 2013

FESTIVAL 2013
JUNE 15-29
NEW HAVEN

the

festival
issue

AC June2013.indd   1AC June2013.indd   1 5/13/13   9:47 AM5/13/13   9:47 AM



Executive Champions

The United Illuminating 

Company/Southern 

Connecticut Gas

Yale University

Senior Patrons

Knights of Columbus

L. Suzio York Hill Companies

Odonnell Company

Webster Bank

Corporate Partners

AT&T

Firehouse 12

Fusco Management Company

The Lighting Quotient

Wiggin and Dana

Yale-New Haven Hospital

Business Patrons

Albertus Magnus College

Jewish Foundation of Greater 

New Haven

Lenny & Joe’s Fish Tale

Newman Architects, LLC

Pelli Clarke Pelli Architects

People’s United Bank

Business Members

Brenner, Saltzman & 

Wallman, LLP

Cheney & Company

Duble & O’Hearn, Inc.

Giampietro Gallery

Griswold Home Care

United Aluminum Corporation

Thank you, also, to 

our foundations and 

government agencies.

The Community Foundation 

for Greater New Haven

Connecticut Arts 

Endowment Fund

DECD/CT Offi ce of the 

Arts

Emily Hall Tremaine 

Foundation 

The Ethel & Abe 

Lapides Foundation

The George A. and 

Grace L. Long 

Foundation

The Josef and Anni

 Albers Foundation

NewAlliance 

Foundation

Pfi zer

The Wells Fargo Foundation

The Werth Family Foundation

The Arts Council is pleased to recognize 
the generous contributions of our business, 
corporate and institutional members.

 4 Artists Next Door

 5 Arts Council Sounds Off

 6 The Best Of … Summer Festivals

 8 Arts and Ideas:

  Beyond the Main Stage

 10 Reimagining a Shakespeare classic

12 June Calendar

 16 Bulletin Board

 17 Festival schedule at a glance

19 Member Organizations

20 Arts Council Programs

On the cover: The International Festival of 

Arts & Ideas takes place June 15-29. Photo 

by Judy Sirota Rosenthal.

In this Issue

STAFF

Executive Director

Cynthia Clair

Director of Finance

Soonil Chun

Director of Artistic

Services and Programs

Debbie Hesse

Director of Membership

& Advertising

Bobbi Griffi th

Editor, The Arts Paper

David Brensilver

Director of Development

& Marketing

Julie Trachtenberg

Communications Manager

Amanda May

Executive

Administrative Assistant

Winter Marshall

Design Consultant

Russell Shaddox

Quicksilver Communication

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

President

Robert B. Dannies, Jr.

Vice President

James Alexander

Second Vice President

Lois DeLise

Treasurer

Kevin Tobias

Secretary

Mark Potocsny

Directors

Daisy Abreu

Wojtek Borowski

Lindy Lee Gold

Mandi Jackson

Charles Kingsley

Kenneth Lundgren

Terry Maguire

Jocelyn Maminta

Josh Mamis

Thomas Masse

Frank Mitchell

Eileen O’Donnell

Bill Purcell

David Silverstone

Dexter Singleton

Ken Spitzbard

Richard S. Stahl, MD

Honorary Members

Frances T. “Bitsie” Clark

Cheever Tyler

The Arts Paper is published by the Arts Council of 

Greater New Haven, and is available by direct mail through 

membership with the Arts Council. 

For membership information call 203-772-2788. 

To advertise in The Arts Paper, call Bobbi Griffi th 

at the Arts Council.

Arts Council of Greater New Haven

70 Audubon Street, 2nd Floor

New Haven, CT 06510

Phone: 203-772-2788

Fax: 203-772-2262

Email address: info@newhavenarts.org

On the web: www.newhavenarts.org

The Arts Council of Greater New Haven

promotes, advocates, and fosters opportunities

for artists, arts organizations, and audiences.

Because the arts matter.

The Arts Paper.
June 2013

Arts Council of Greater New Haven newhavenarts.org

In the next issue ...
The July-August 

edition of The Arts 

Paper will explore 

various aspects 

of New Haven’s 

history. Image 

courtesy of the New 

Haven Museum’s Federal Art Project/Works Progress 

Administration collection.

In an effort to reduce its carbon foot-

print, the Arts Council now prints The Arts 

Paper on more environmentally friendly 

paper and using soy inks. Please read and recycle.

featuring
From the creators

of the award-winning
play WAR HORSE

A MIDSUMMER
NIGHT’S DREAM

Bristol Old Vic in association with 
Handspring Puppet Company

June 15-23 
University Theatre

This event plus dozens of performances, talks & more!

artidea.org GENEROUSLY
SUPPORTED BY:

AC June2013.indd   2AC June2013.indd   2 5/13/13   9:47 AM5/13/13   9:47 AM



June 2013 3

Letter from the editor
June in New Haven is marked each year by the International Festival of Arts & Ideas. 

This year’s program, to which we’ve dedicated this edition of The Arts Paper, promises 

extraordinary performances and a great deal more.

Hank Hoffman’s Artists Next Door feature introduces readers to A Broken Umbrella 

Theatre’s Rachel Alderman, who offers insight into Freewheelers, a play that examines 

two seemingly unrelated events in New Haven’s history: Pierre Lallement patenting the 

bicycle and the nation’s fi rst corset factory opening – both of which happened in 1866.

The Arts Council’s communications manager, Amanda May, has written about a few 

festival events that will take place a bit beyond the main stage: an “Ideas Talk” by Joshua 

Foer – the best-selling author of Moonwalking with Einstein: The Art and Science of 

Remembering Everything (Penguin Books, 2011) – titled “The Hunter-Gatherer Life,” 

and a one-man high-wire act called L’Homme Cirque that will take place above the New 

Haven Green. 

Amanda also wrote about the festival’s “Weekend Showcase,” which will feature a col-

lection of emerging and stylistically diverse musical groups.

I had the opportunity to interview, via e-mail, Tom Morris, who’ll direct the Bristol Old 

Vic and the Handspring Puppet Company in a unique production of Shakespeare’s A Mid-

summer Night’s Dream. I also spoke with playwright Aaron Jafferis, a New Haven native 

whose Stuck Elevator returns to the area three years after being read for festival audi-

ences in 2010.

In these pages, you’ll be welcomed to the International Festival of Arts & Ideas by the 

organization’s executive director, Mary Lou Aleskie. And while the festival seems to con-

sume the city for a few weeks in June, it also kicks off a summer full of cultural events 

in the Greater New Haven area, a handful of which we’ve listed in this issue of The Arts 

Paper. Still, we encourage readers to explore on their own all that our region has to offer 

during the summer months – and to let us know what you’ve found inspiring.  

Sincerely,

David Brensilver

Editor, The Arts Paper

Join the Arts Council 
The Arts Council of Greater New Haven is dedicated to

enhancing, developing, and promoting opportunities

for artists, arts organizations, and audiences 

throughout the Greater New Haven area.

newhavenarts.org/membership 

The Arts Paper

Read our feature articles and download the latest edition.

theartspaper.com

Arts Council on Facebook

Get the inside scoop on what’s happening

in the arts now!

facebook.com/artscouncilofgreaternewhaven

Media Lounge

Sample the artistic bounty our region has to offer.

Check out this virtual multimedia gallery of local talent.

newhavenarts.org/medialounge 

Creative Directory

Looking for something? 

Find local creative businesses and artists

with our comprehensive arts-related directory. 

You should be listed here!

newhavenarts.org/directory 

E-newsletter

Your weekly source for arts happenings 

in Greater New Haven. 

Sign up at newhavenarts.org

Join us today!

What’s going on? Ask ANDI

Download our app for iPhone or Droid at
newhavenarts.org/andi/ 
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Hank Hoffman

Bicycles and corsets: history’s gift to A Broken Umbrel-

la Theatre. Or so says Rachel Alderman, the not-for-profi t 

theater group’s president, who speaks with palpable 

enthusiasm about the genesis of the troupe’s new work 

Freewheelers. The play, a drama with comic moments 

that also incorporates music and dance, is slated to debut 

as part of this year’s International Festival of Arts & Ideas.

For Alderman, musical theater was “the soundtrack 

to my childhood.” She saw Annie when she was 3 and 

attended her fi rst Broadway musical when she was 6. 

After earning her B.A. in theater at Muhlenberg College, 

Alderman began her professional career as an actor and 

teaching artist. But directing has always been part of her 

theatrical work and these days, directing and producing 

are her primary focuses.

Alderman emphasizes, however, that “theater is not a 

solo art and I’m not a solo artist.” This is particularly true 

of A Broken Umbrella Theatre — a collaborative creative 

process is central to the group’s practice.

Freewheelers, set in post-Civil War era New Haven, 

grew out of vigorous brainstorming sessions. 

According to Alderman, “We are so grassroots that 

everybody tends to wear lots of hats.” 

The group has had two or three “pitch meetings” in 

which ideas are proposed for future projects. A Broken 

Umbrella Theatre members are always on the lookout for 

“interesting history that could inspire us,” says Alder-

man, and in one meeting someone pitched Pierre Lalle-

ment’s 1866 bike ride across the New Haven Green and 

the subsequent patenting of his invention.

But Alderman was hesitant to do a show focused on 

Lallement, noting that most of the previous shows had 

revolved around men and their histories in New Haven. 

“I thought the bike was a cool idea but we hadn’t found 

our angle on it yet,” she recalls.

Soon enough, history offered up that angle. Reading 

a book on women and bicycles, Alderman learned that 

women’s rights activist Susan B. Anthony believed that 

women on bicycles spurred their movement forward by 

10 years. Feeling constricted, women began removing 

their corsets when they started learning to ride. They were 

dubbed “freewheelers.”

“This gets me going, this speaks to me,” says Alder-

man. 

Researching the history of corsets, she discovered that 

the fi rst corset factory in the country was built in New 

Haven in 1866. 

“Within a few months you have the bicycle being pat-

ented in New Haven and the Strouse-Adler factory being 

built. Those two things are in conversation literally blocks Rachel Alderman. Photo by Lisa Daly Photography

A freewheeling way with history
New Haven’s a stage for Rachel Alderman and A Broken Umbrella Theatre

Yale University Art Gallery, view of the ancient art sculpture hall. © Elizabeth Felicella, 2012

Yale
University
Art
Gallery

Expanded 
museum 
now open

VISIT WITH FRIENDS

Free and open 
to the public
artgallery.yale.edu/dec12

St Ives 
Abstraction

a r t i n f o c u s

John Minton, Cornish Landscape, 1946, oil on canvas, Yale Center for British Art
Gift of George E. Dix, Yale BA 1934, MA 1942, © Royal College of Art 

1080 Chapel Street, New Haven, Connecticut
Tuesday–Saturday 10–5; Sunday 12–5
Free admission | 877 BRIT ART | britishart.yale.edu

y a l e  c e n t e r  f o r  b r i t i s h  a r t

April 12–September 29, 2013

Artists Next Door

AC June2013.indd   4AC June2013.indd   4 5/13/13   9:47 AM5/13/13   9:47 AM



apart in our city. They have a fabulous tense 

relationship that informs each other.

“Suddenly I was enthralled. You can’t make 

this up! History gives it to you,” enthuses 

Alderman.

The current incarnation of A Broken Umbrel-

la Theatre coalesced in 2009, prompted by 

musician Chrissy Gardner’s desire to create 

and present a musical performance piece for 

Westville’s annual Artwalk. (The original nucle-

us of the current A Broken Umbrella Theatre  

was composed of Rachel and Ian Alderman, 

Chrissy and Ryan Gardner, and Ruben Ortiz, 

all of whom fi rst met in the theater program at 

Muhlenberg College.)

“We love living here and love what Artwalk 

does for the community,” recalls Alderman. 

“We wrote a piece that celebrated that. Once 

we got started, we were compelled to make 

more theater. Where it really took off was when 

we found more and more people who wanted to 

make theater and contribute to the quality of 

life in New Haven.”

A Broken Umbrella Theatre seeks “to enliven 

and enrich the community by creating work 

inspired by New Haven history and lore.” As part 

of that commitment, the group develops site-

specifi c works that bring attention to locations 

that are unrecognized “gems.” Among the loca-

tions that have served as backdrops for A Broken 

Umbrella Theatre productions are the New 

Haven Free Public Library (The Library Project), 

Lyric Hall (VaudeVillain), and a dark tunnel 

under a bridge at Edgewood Park (Thunderbolt).

“The site enhances the story and the story 

enhances the site,” explains Alderman. 

“Because of that, you get glimpses into these 

treasures in New Haven that you wouldn’t 

experience otherwise.”

An ensemble creation, Freewheelers has 

been in development for two years. In collabo-

ration with the design team and other artists, 

Alderman created a curriculum. 

“We’d explore through object-theater, free 

writing, clowning, music, the relationship of 

these objects to each other,” she says. 

Last June, they created the Freewheelers 

Gallery experiment — an installation art event 

in their warehouse workspace involving the 

interaction of the objects, music, and the pub-

lic.

In “creation meetings,” group members syn-

thesized the mass of material into a narrative. 

With lots of input from others, Alderman and 

Gardner collaborated on writing the work. 

“Chrissy is an amazing songwriter,” Alder-

man says. “We have a nice collaborative 

language together. Her music has informed 

my writing and my writing has informed her 

music.”

In terms of her directorial approach, Alder-

man sees herself as an editor. 

“I like to generate a lot of ideas, a lot of 

material, a lot of conversation, and then I whit-

tle it and focus it,” Alderman says. “So whether 

we’re creating something from scratch or using 

a script, I like to pull all the voices together.

“Being in a room with people who have 

something to say and trying to fi gure out how to 

say it in a way that’s truly in their voice and as a 

way to reach people — that’s what really makes 

me excited,” asserts Alderman.

And with Freewheelers, the rest of us can go 

along on the ride.
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1144 Chapel Street
203.865.4855 Open 7 Days
HullsNewHaven.com

Tools for the Imagination Since 1947
Art Supply & Framing

Now through June 30th see store for details

Atlas Obscura
David Brensilver

Before Joshua Foer wrote the best-selling book Moonwalking with Ein-

stein: The Art and Science of Remembering Everything (Penguin Books, 

2011), he and Dylan Thuras launched an incredibly useful project called 

Atlas Obscura, a Web-based resource that directs the intellectually curious 

to fascinating destinations one won’t fi nd by consulting the typical tourism-

related websites or guide books. 

The user-generated content at atlasobscura.com is a gold mine for folks 

who are planning trips to cities in this country or beyond U.S. borders and 

want to experience something they won’t likely fi nd on a postcard. 

A search for New Haven on the Atlas Obscura website yields such stimulat-

ing destinations as the Cushing Brain Collection, located at the Cushing Cen-

ter at Yale University’s Harvey Cushing/John Hay Whitney Medical Library. 

On “Obscura Day 2011,” Foer led a group of equally curious individuals 

on a tour of the collection. Through Atlas Obscura, he and others who seek 

out such compelling resources are continually introducing one another to 

similarly wondrous sites.

The next time I’m in Chicago, for instance, I’ll defi nitely pay a visit to 

Myopic Books. If I fi nd myself in Vancouver, I’ll make a beeline for the Eliza-

bethan hedge maze at VanDusen’s Botanical Garden. And if I get to Bolivia, 

I’ll take a very careful ride along North Yungas Road, which, for the danger it 

poses to travelers, has earned the nickname “Death Road.” 

Atlas Obscura reminds us that fascination is nearby, wherever we are, and 

that the best resources for the intellectually curious are those curated by 

like-minded explorers.

Visit atlasobscura.com.

See Page 8 article about Joshua Foer. David Brensilver is the editor of The 

Arts Paper. This is his opinion. 

The Arts Council 
sounds off on …
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To Subscribe Visit newhavenliving.com

FIRST ANNUAL

Let us know what you love about living in Greater New Haven  
for our August “Best of New Haven Living” issue. 

Vote and you’ll be entered into a drawing to  
win a certificate for dinner at either the Best New Restaurant  

or the Best Overall Restaurant! 
Two winners chosen at random. No purchase necessary.  

For official rules, go to newhavenliving.com

READERS’  
POLL

newhavenliving.com/bestof2013
YOUR VOTE COUNTS

                                                                                                                                                      
                     Judy  Sirota Rosenthal
                                               ~   info@sirotarosenthal.com
                                                 ~   www.sirotarosenthal.com

                                                                     Photography                                           

                   Intimate  and  Timeless

Jennifer Frautschi, pianist, Mihae Lee, and cellist 

Julie Albers perform in a Chestnut Hill Concerts pro-

gram. Image courtesy of Chestnut Hill Concerts

Elm Shakespeare Company presents the Bard’s Julius 

Caesar. Image courtesy of Elm Shakespeare

Summer festivals
Chamber Music 
Chestnut Hill Concerts

“The Romantic Masters and 

Those They Inspired”

Fridays, August 2, August 

9, August 16, and August 

23, at 8 p.m.

Katharine Hepburn Cultural 

Arts Center, Old Saybrook

chestnuthillconcerts.org

(203) 245-5736

Popular Music
Music on the Green

Presented by Yale-New 

Haven Hospital

Saturdays, July 20 and July 

27, at 6 p.m.

New Haven Green

infonewhaven.com

Jazz
Branford Jazz on the Green

Thursdays. June 27, July 

11, July 18, July 25, 

August 1, August 8, 

August 15, and August 

22

Branford Town Green

branfordjazz.com

Theater
Elm Shakespeare Company 

William Shakespeare’s 

Julius Caesar

August 15-18, August 

20-25, and August 

27-September 1, at 8 

p.m.

Edgerton Park, 75 Cliff St., 

New Haven

elmshakespeare.org

Crafts
New England Arts & Crafts 

Festival 

July 6 and July 7

Milford Green and Milford 

Center for the Arts (40 

Railroad Ave., Milford)

milfordarts.org

Craft Expo

July 18, July 19, July 20, 

and July 21

Guilford Green

guilfordartcenter.org

The best of … Thank 
you, 
Shola

We’re sad to bid fare-

well to Shola Cole, the 

Arts Council’s commu-

nity programs coordina-

tor, and wish her well 

in her new and exciting 

artistic pursuits. In May, 

Shola graduated with a 

B.A. from the University 

of Connecticut.

– Arts Council staff

Welcome,
new members

The Arts Council proudly welcomes new members Maria Her-

nandez, Carolyn Jenkins, Leah Pepe, Cathy Shufro, and Jenai 

West.

We thank you for supporting us in our mission to promote, 

advocate, and foster opportunities for artists, arts organizations, 

and audiences. Because the arts matter.
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Over 30 years of Fine Professional Photography

harold shapiro

Guilford, Connecticut      203 988-4954

email : haroldshapirophoto@gmail.com
web site : www.haroldshapirophoto.com

portraits

annual reports

commercial

yale institute of sacred music

Performances
Art Exhibitions 
Films and more

for latest calendar information call 203.432.5062 or visit www.yale.edu/ism
409 Prospect Street · New Haven, CT  06511

Presenting

Great Organ Music at Yale
Yale Camerata  
Yale Schola Cantorum
and more

We proudly serve you all the Italian food you crave.

Our brick oven pizza gives you the taste
of the authentic Neapolitan pizza.

203 782-6782
www.costapizzeria.com

Mary Lou Aleskie

Mary Lou Aleskie

Every year at Arts & Ideas, we try to build a festival 

that will be exciting for audiences here in New Haven, 

and that connects this community to the world at large. 

We had an especially unique opportunity this year, 

when the United Kingdom’s Bristol Old Vic approached 

us with the possibility of presenting its wildly imagina-

tive new production of A Midsummer Night’s Dream, 

which the theater was creating with Tom Morris and 

the Handspring Puppet Company — the makers of the 

internationally acclaimed Broadway play War Horse.  

We were inspired by their dreaming, creativity, and 

innovation, and we’ve built a festival that offers us all 

the chance to live our dreams and imagine new pos-

sibilities. 

This year’s theme is “Dreaming New Worlds.” Artists 

and thinkers are dreamers: that is their job. But we, 

too, are dreamers. Who doesn’t spend some time each 

day considering new opportunities, thinking of new 

ways to address old problems, imagining new direc-

tions and paths to follow? We all do!

Gathering for this celebration are some of the most 

inventive creators from around the globe joining with 

the most imaginative of our own community to provoke 

and inspire us to dream beyond the status quo. People 

are dreaming about things big and small, whether it’s 

the mind-boggling theatrics of Montreal’s 7 Fingers in 

Sequence 8, reminding us of the limitless potential 

of the human spirit, or Freewheelers, created by New 

Haven’s own A Broken Umbrella Theatre, taking us 

back in time to refl ect on our legacy as a city of inven-

tors.

Dreamers are also dreaming about the issues of 

our time. In our “Ideas” program, Benjamin Barber 

wonders whether the world might be better organized 

if mayors ruled the world — an issue particularly 

relevant as we in New Haven begin pondering a transi-

tion of our own mayoral leadership. We’re also hosting 

a panel of national leaders in business innovation: 

What does it mean to be dreaming about change and 

change-making in our local-global economy? And, as 

we reconsider as a nation our immigration policies, 

there is Stuck Elevator, a critically acclaimed new 

musical from Byron Au Young and New Haven’s own 

Aaron Jafferis, giving us an intimate look at the life of 

an immigrant Chinese food delivery man and all that 

has him trapped.

Of course, dreaming can also be a lot of fun. David 

Dimitri’s one-man circus, Aaron Neville, the storied 

Kronos Quartet — these are people and artists who 

dreamed big and made it big on the international 

scene. And they are all here to inspire you. 

What are you dreaming about? I invite you to dream 

with us this summer.

Mary Lou Aleskie is the International Festival of Arts 

& Ideas’ executive director.

An invitation to dream
Festival director’s welcome

AC June2013.indd   7AC June2013.indd   7 5/13/13   9:47 AM5/13/13   9:47 AM



June 20138

Amanda May

One of the “Ideas” program presenters at this year’s 

International Festival of Arts & Ideas is Joshua Foer, the 

internationally best-selling author of Moonwalking with 

Einstein: The Art and Science of Remembering Every-

thing (Penguin Books, 2011). Foer will be discussing 

his latest project in a talk titled “Revisiting the Hunter-

Gatherer Life.” 

First, a little background. Foer comes from a strong lit-

erary family (to say the least). His brother Jonathan Saf-

ran Foer wrote Everything is Illuminated and Extremely 

Loud and Incredibly Close, while his brother Franklin 

Foer is the editor of The New Republic. Joshua is the 

youngest Foer brother (now only 30), but has made a real 

name for himself, having published articles as a free-

lance journalist in The New Yorker, National Geographic, 

Slate, Esquire, and The New York Times, to name a few, 

and is said to have inspired a bidding war between pub-

lishers for his fi rst book (Moonwalking with Einstein). 

For Moonwalking, he began by simply researching 

memory: how it works and what its potential may be. He 

spent time with people who compete in memory competi-

tions, and, in the spirit of participatory journalism, went 

on to compete and win a national championship. 

That championship title and subsequent skills have 

already coming in handy for his current “hunter-gather-

er” project. He began by memorizing the entire 1,100-

word dictionary of Lingala, a language spoken in the 

Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) in order to embed 

himself with one of the last groups of hunter-gatherers 

left, the Mbenjele pygmies of the remote northern part of 

the country.

 “Four-and-a-half years ago National Geographic sent 

me to one of the most remote parts of the rainforsest left 

in Africa to do a piece about chimpanzees, and while I 

was there I met Mbenjele pygmies who are among the 

last hunter-gatherers in the planet,” Foer explained. 

The Arts & Ideas program points out that “for 95% of 

the time that modern humans have lived on this planet, 

people have lived as hunter-gatherers. Human beings 

still have hunter-gatherer psychologies and hunter-gath-

erer bodies” even though modern society is a far cry from 

the way of life Foer has seen in the DRC. 

 “I found (the Mbenjele) really interesting people and 

I vowed to them to visit their village … I couldn’t get my 

mind off this story, I had to get back,” he said.

It took a few years, but Foer did get to that village. He 

has already been four times in the past year and plans to 

go back and forth every few months for the next couple of 

years. All sorts of logistics are required for his trips, includ-

ing his new language skills, which have helped him talk his 

way out of countless bribes. Another logistic element is that 

he goes for at least a month because getting there takes a 

week, door-to-door, from his residence in New Haven. 

“This time, it’s not participatory journalism. It’s not 

about me, it’s about these people,” he explained of the 

project. “But that being said. I do what they do. When 

they eat caterpillars, I eat caterpillars.” 

He does draw the line occasionally. For example, while 

they sleep in leaf huts he has a tent. And then there was 

the episode with a gorilla …

“There was an incident where they were going to kill 

a gorilla and eat it,” Foer said. “That was the other side 

of the line for me. We hadn’t had any meat in those four 

days and a gorilla crossed our path … I wasn’t sure what 

hat I was supposed to be wearing there. It was the most 

diffi cult ethical decision so far (it’s illegal to kill a gorilla 

in the DRC), but there have been a million. It’s part of 

what I fi nd interesting about it.

“I came at this with pretty romantic notions,” Foer 

continued. “There were things I thought would be harder, 

a lot of my expectations have been fl ipped. 

“I don’t feel I’ve gotten to the bottom of things,” Foer 

said. “There is still a lot of work to be done … but I feel 

like with enough time I’ll be able to sort things out, their 

life and stories.”

At this point in his research he wants to bring you into 

the equation. 

“What I realized, a regret of my last project, was not 

talking about it while working on it,” Foer admits. “Since 

it (Moonwalking) was published I’ve had lots of opportu-

nities to talk about it, and I think I could have written a 

better book.”

The “Ideas Talk” gives Foer an opportunity to “sort 

out” his thinking, see what people fi nd interesting (and 

uninteresting), and allows the audience to ask questions. 

Just think, with his fi rst book already a bestseller (and 

soon to be a movie), you could have a hand in the evolu-

tion of one of the most promising young writers today if 

you attend this event! 

Foer’s talk will take place at the Yale Center for Brit-

ish Art at 1080 Chapel St., on Tuesday, June 18, 5:30 

p.m., and is free and open to the public (no reservations 

required, but seating is fi rst come-fi rst served).

See JoshuaFoer.com for more about this and his many 

other diverse and fascinating projects and visit artidea.

org for more details about this and other events.
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David Dimitri will present his one-man circus act L’Homme Cirque on the New Haven Green. Photo by Raoul Gilibert

Amanda May

International Festival of Arts & Ideas audiences this 

year will have an opportunity to experience David Dimi-

tri’s unique, one-man circus act, L’Homme Cirque. After 

training at the State Academy for Circus Arts in Buda-

pest and taking intensive dance studies at New York’s 

Julliard School, Dimitri spent years touring the world 

with circus companies until he decided to put on the 

whole circus himself. He now is in charge of everything 

from marketing and performing to the construction and 

rigging of his tent and high-wire, as well as live music 

during the show. Talk about a real renaissance man! 

Attend one of his events for some light-hearted fun. In 

late April Dimitri answered a few of The Arts Paper’s 

questions (via e-mail from Switzerland). What follows is 

that correspondence.

AM: When did you decide to go on your own and start 

L’Homme Cirque?

DD: It was back in the ’90s, when I was touring with 

the Big Apple Circus. I had already been touring for 

many years, and doing unreasonable acrobatic stunts, 

when I suddenly realized that I should go on and try 

something new, something on my own. But, as soon as I 

took that new path, I realized that I was, in fact, caught 

up in doing even more dangerous and insane daring 

things.

AM: What is the hardest part of putting on a one-man 

show?

DD: You carry the entire responsibility of the per-

formance as well as the entire project. All depends on 

you. The slightest mistake could cost you a logistical 

or fi nancial disaster, let alone any kind of injury, which 

would force you to cancel the performances.

AM: What is a moment that is an audience favorite?

DD: That is diffi cult for me to say about my own work, 

but the human canon ball act always goes over well.

AM: Do you have a favorite moment in the show?

DD: I see the show as a one entire performance, as 

one moment. As there are several refi ned and poetic 

moments in the show, I am always reminded that often 

the purest and simplest moments tend to be the stron-

gest and most effective parts in a show and not neces-

sarily the big “fl ash and crash” stunts. I like that.

AM: What age level is your show designed for?

DD: To be on the safe side, I would say from 5 to 100 

years old. Originally I created L’Homme Cirque for a 

regular evening crowd, but have later realized that many 

adults then go home and bring their entire families to 

see the show for a second time.

AM: How much time have you spent on a high-wire?

DD: I have spent more than a year and a half of my life 

on the high wire, during which time I must have made 

about 10,000 somersaults while walking a total dis-

tance of about 4,000 miles.

AM: Will all of the performances happen — do they 

cancel for rain?

DD: I will perform rain or shine unless there is a 

thunderstorm with high winds. That’s no good for a wire 

walker.

AM: Who do you look up to professionally or for inspi-

ration?

DD: It’s an inside look of a wire-dancer’s work. It will 

consist of physical exercises, as well as talking about 

“balance” in the broader term. A high-wire walker’s 

view on life balance; balance as a way of life, focusing 

on and experimenting with physical balance, keeping 

yourself in balance, keeping objects in balance. (It is 

not for children expecting a basic circus class.)

AM: Is there an age requirement to enter the class?

DD: Fourteen is the age requirement.

Dimitri’s master class will take place on Tuesday, 

June 18, at 10 a.m., at Broadway Lofts, 294 Elm St., 

New Haven. And of course, attend one of Dimitri’s 20 

performances, a schedule of which can be found at 

artidea.org. B
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David Brensilver

Tom Morris, who directed the National Theatre and the Hand-

spring Puppet Company in the acclaimed stage production of War 

Horse, comes to the International Festival of Arts & Ideas to direct 

a unique production of Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Night’s 

Dream featuring the Handspring Puppet Company and actors from 

the Bristol Old Vic, where he currently serves as artistic director. 

What follows is an e-mail interview The Arts Paper Editor David 

Brensilver conducted with Morris about his turn at Shakespeare’s 

classic play.

DB: You’ve described your collaborations with the Handspring 

Puppet Company as theatrical experimentation. Would you talk 

about the audience’s role in this exploration of Shakespeare’s A 

Midsummer Night’s Dream?

TM: For me, the audience is at the heart of any theatrical experi-

ment. A theatrical experiment is not something devised in the pri-

vate of a rehearsal room and then infl icted on whichever audience 

turns up: It’s always an invitation to an audience to participate. In 

this case, our tools are puppets, and those tools work by triggering 

the imagination and emotion of the audiences who watch them. If 

the audience don’t believe the puppet is alive, then the puppet is 

not alive. In many ways it’s pure theater. This show is experimental 

because it makes that invitation in many different ways, some of 

which are highly unconventional. But none of those experiments 

have any meaning or validity until they take shape in the imagina-

tions of those who see the show.

A Shakespeare 
classic reimagined

Tom Morris, Bristol Old Vic, and 

Handspring Puppet Company 

stage A Midsummer Night’s Dream

Puppets created by the Handspring Puppet Company play leading roles in this production of Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream. Photo by Simon Annand

David Ricardo Pearce in the Bristol Old Vic-Handspring Puppet Company produc-

tion of Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream. Photo by Simon Annand
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Puppets created by the Handspring Puppet Company play leading roles in this production of Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream. Photo by Simon Annand

DB: If the magical qualities of this play invite this sort of storytelling 

investigation, what pitfalls in terms of connecting with audiences come 

with that invitation? Have you had concerns about audiences being dis-

tracted from the story given the transparent nature of this production, or 

do you believe that bolsters audience engagement?

TM: Yes, we take risks in this show, and audiences will probably fi nd 

some moments where you need to work a little to stay with the story. And 

the variety of experiment in the show means that different audience mem-

bers might fi nd that at different points. But our overwhelming experience 

in Bristol is that the journey pays off. 

DB: How did you approach the presentation of humor in this staging 

without diminishing the production’s sincerity? Did the puppets add to 

that challenge?

TM: The best jokes are funny because they are believable, which means 

you have to fi nd the truth for the character even in the most absurd situa-

tions. That is our aim, and if we succeed, the joke gets funnier.

DB: Talk, if you would, about the perhaps unfamiliar responsibilities the 

actors have had in presenting the work in this way. It seems that the char-

acters are, in a sense, divided between their human portrayers and the 

puppets. How do the actors divide those responsibilities?   

TM: The actors always know where the focus of the character is. In other 

words they are either playing through the puppet or through their own bod-

ies. 

DB: How have you taken advantage of the element of transparency that 

this presentation offers? Does the ethereal quality of the work itself play 

into that?

TM: Yes – I think by “transparency” you mean what some call “poor 

theatre” or what others call “theatre of the imagination,” in other words 

theatre which reveals its own mechanisms, making manifest its imagina-

tive contract with the audience. That sounds complicated but in fact it’s 

simple. It’s like the prologue to Henry V. “Think, when we speak of horses, 

that you see them printing their proud hooves in the receiving earth.” And 

in a play which is partly about seeing things that aren’t there, and feeling 

things that can’t be explained, this feels like a rich language.

DB: This production can be viewed as an exploration of the very essen-

tial elements of theater and storytelling, can it not?

TM: Thank you. I think it can. But hopefully in a fun way. We don’t want 

it to feel like a class!

DB: As much as War Horse embraced realism, this production cel-

ebrates the fantasy of Shakespeare’s play. Was that a driving force behind 

choosing this work?

TM: Exactly as you’ve already implied. In many ways the subject of the 

play is the changeability of the hearts, minds, and even bodies of its char-

acters. We have tried to embrace that in a way that is both truthful and 

playful. 

DB: What was discussed early on in terms of the puppets’ design and 

their roles in telling the story, when you and the Handspring Puppet Com-

pany’s Adrian Kohler and Basil Jones embarked on this project?

TM: We talked a lot about the very questions you have raised, of course, 

and then I simply asked Adrian to dream his own dreams in response to 

the play, which has created the visual language of the play. In some ways, 

our version of Hippolyta in the play is a bit like Adrian: a carver of images 

who dreams those images into life. That’s what Basil and Adrian have 

done for the last 30 years.   

Visit artidea.org for detailed information about performances of A Mid-

summer Night’s Dream.

Stuck Elevator
returns to New Haven
Challenges of immigration explored

David Brensilver

Aaron Jafferis’ one-man show Stuck Elevator has been reimagined since it enjoyed at reading 

at the 2010 International Festival of Arts & Ideas. At the time, the work was being developed 

in workshops at the Yale Institute for Music Theatre, after which Jafferis, a New Haven native 

brought it to the Sundance Institute Theatre Lab (2011), among other theater-development 

programs.

The work, which fea-

tures a score by Byron 

Au Yong, is described 

on the International 

Festival of Arts & Ideas 

website as “a comic-

rap-scrap metal musical 

prompted by the real life 

experience of a Chinese 

restaurant delivery man 

trapped in a Bronx eleva-

tor for 81 hours.”

The issues surround-

ing immigration and 

the challenges faced in 

this country by undocu-

mented immigrants are 

as important and conten-

tious as they were when 

Jafferis and Au Yong 

wrote Stuck Elevator. 

What has changed since 2010, is the work’s presentation – in particular, the expansion of the 

show’s cast. 

After the piece’s reading here in 2010, Jafferis was convinced that four additional characters 

being portrayed on stage would propel the drama. 

During a telephone conversation in late April, Jafferis said the expanded cast allows the work 

to explore more thoroughly the life Guang, the work’s main character, had in his native China 

before immigrating to the United States. That Guang’s wife and son are now portrayed on stage 

makes more obvious all that he left behind to come to the United States. In turn, the decisions 

with which so many immigrants struggle – not the least of which is whether to remove oneself 

physically from family in order to provide a better life for them – are more directly revealed.

While he had concerns about detracting from the loneliness and isolation depicted by Guang, 

Jafferis said the addition of characters has served to “heighten the inner confl icts he’s grappling 

with.”

The larger story, of course, is that of so many undocumented immigrants – and “the crucial 

role they play in New Haven and (across) the country,” Jafferis said, pointing out the infl uence 

of New Haven’s “immigrant-rights community.”

Learn more about Aaron Jafferis and Stuck Elevator at aaronjafferis.com and fi nd detailed 

performance information at artidea.org.

Aaron Jafferis, left, and Byron Au Yong. Image courtesy of the International Festival of 

Arts & Ideas
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Classes & Workshops
Arts Center Killingworth 276 North Parker 
Hill Road, Killingworth. 860-663-5593. www.
artscenterkillingworth.org.
Classes and Workshops. Scarf I & II, Wire Wrapping 
Jewelry, Dried Swags, Flower Bouquets, Nature 
Photography, Polymer Clay Jewelry. Sea Urchin Jewelry. 
Intensives: Pastel, Encaustic Painting I & III. Classes: 
Oil & Acrylic Painting, Printmaking, Drawing for 
Beginners, Sewing I & II, Designing and Marketing Your 
Own Line. Plus new classes for ages 2-5 and 6-14. See 
website for full class descriptions and fees.

Artsplace 1220 Waterbury Road, Cheshire. 203-272-
2787. www.cpfa-artsplace.org.
Artsplace offers art classes and workshops for pre-K 
through adult students, of all levels, in a warm, 
professional setting, taught by highly respected artists. 
All supplies are included. Most classes run seven 
weeks. See website for full class descriptions and fees.  
Monday-Thursday, 9 a.m.-9 p.m.; Saturday, 9 a.m.-3 
p.m. $30 workshop to $70-$150 classes. 

Connecticut Natural Science Illustrators Yale 
Peabody Museum Community Education Center, 230 
West Campus Drive, Orange. 203-934-0878. 
www.ctnsi.com.

Come explore summer art and natural science 
illustration classes and workshops including Beach 
Field Sketching, Printmaking, Drawing Birds, Botanical 
Watercolor, and Field Sketching. Early registration is 
recommended.

Creative Arts Workshop 80 Audubon St., New Haven. 
203-562-4927. www.creativeartsworkshop.org.
Registration is open for the Summer Session: June 
17-August 9, and the Adventures in Art summer 
programs for young people. Experience new workshops 
this summer with Reinaldo Cruz, “Spoons: Wood 
Carving and Whittling for All Levels.” Also new is 
“Precious Metal Clay Bead-Making” with Nancy Karpel. 
Discover exciting classes and unique workshops at 
CAW! Discounted rates for members. Tuition assistance 
is available. 

Guilford Art Center 411 Church St., Guilford. 203-453-
5947. www.guilfordartcenter.org.
Classes and workshops in the visual arts for adults and 
children, including ceramics, painting, drawing, sewing, 
weaving, jewelry, and metalsmithing. Visit website for 
all details, including class schedules, descriptions, and 
fees. 

Musical Folk 24 Selden St., Woodbridge. 203-691-
9759. www.MusicalFolk.com.
Offering Music Together classes, a fun, creative 

music and movement program for babies through 
those 5 years old and the ones who love them! Come 
sing, dance, and play instruments in an informal 
setting. Classes and demonstration classes ongoing 
throughout the year. Classes held in New Haven, 
Hamden, Woodbridge, and East Haven. Classes are held 
daily, 9:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. 

Neighborhood Music School 55 Audubon St., New 
Haven. 203-624-5189. 
www.neighborhoodmusicschool.org.
Offering private lessons on 30-plus instruments, early 
childhood music and movement, group music classes, 
and ensembles. Weeklong workshops include Chamber 
Winds, Summer Rocks! and Summer Jazz. Check out 
these new classes: The Beatles Songbook, Open Mic, 
Groove Ensemble, Zumbatomic, Body Percussion, 
Conversational Singing, Afro-Caribbean Dance, and 
more! Classes run four to six weeks and lesson length 
varies based on schedule. Please see website for specifi c 
pricing and registration information.

New Haven Free Public Library, Ives Main Library 133 
Elm St., New Haven. 203-387-4933.
Dare to Write It: Sandi will help you get started! Get 
started on that book you’ve always wanted to write! 
With a full career in journalism, four novels published, 
and a fi fth building to deadline, Sandi Kahn Shelton 
(aka Maddie Dawson) has a lifetime of writing 
experience. Her workshop is designed to help you 
removed any obstacles that have developed along your 
own writing journey. June 20. $5 fee will be collected at 
the door. Bring writing materials. 6-7:30 p.m.

Royal Scottish Country Dance Society Friends Meeting 
House, 223 East Grand Ave., New Haven. 203-281-
6591. www.rscdsnewhaven.org.
Enjoy dancing the social dances of Scotland. Come 
alone or with a friend. All dances taught. Wear soft-
soled non-street shoes. Tuesday evenings, 7:45-10 p.m. 
$8 per evening, fi rst night free. 

Shoreline School of Art & Music 540 East Main St., 
Branford. 203-481-4830. shoreline.school@snet.net.
New classes and individual instruction in art and/or 
music for adults, teens, and children forming monthly. 
Piano, keyboard, guitar, orchestral instruments, 
singing, drawing, painting, etc. Call to schedule a free 
appointment. Explore your creativity and develop your 
skills! 

Yale Center for British Art 1080 Chapel St., New 
Haven. 203-432-2800. britishart.yale.edu.
Summer Institute for Teachers. Expanding Literacies, 
Extending Classrooms. June 1 & 2 and June 27 & 28, 10 
a.m.-3:30 p.m. Free.

Your Community Yoga Center 39 Putnam Ave., 
Hamden. 347-306-7660. www.anniesailer.com.
Ongoing Hawkins-based modern dance classes taught 
by Annie Sailer, director, Annie Sailer Dance Company 
(NYC). Emphasis on pelvis-initiated, free-fl ow 
movement, and correct alignment. Open level class, 
individual attention. E-mail anniesailer@gmail.com 
for days and times. Classes in Hamden and Branford. 
$15 per class. 

Dance
15 Saturday 
Neighborhood Music School Dance Concert Students 
perform for friends, family, and other students. June 15, 
11 a.m., 1 p.m., and 3:30 p.m. ACES Educational Center 
for the Arts, 55 Audubon St., New Haven. 203-624-
5189. www.neighborhoodmusicschool.org.

29 Saturday 
Her. The Caldwell Dance Center’s fi fth annual 
tribute performance. Experience a sweet blend of 
“old school/new school” perspective and fl avor in a 
dance presentation for the entire family. For tickets 
and further inquiries call (203) 675-6756 or e-mail 
TCDCnewhaven@gmail.com. June 29, 7 p.m. ACES 
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This gilded mummy mask (Ptolemaic Period, 305–30 BCE, Abydos, Egypt) is part of Echoes of Egypt: Conjuring the 

Land of the Pharaohs, on view through January 4 at the Yale Peabody Museum of Natural History. Image courtesy of 

Yale Peabody Museum of Natural History, gift of the Egyptian Exploration Fund
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Educational Center for the Arts, 55 Audubon St., 
New Haven. 203-675-6756. 

Exhibitions
Artspace 50 Orange St., New Haven. 203-772-
2709. www.artspacenh.org.
‘Toonskin. An exhibition exploring depictions 
of Blackness in animated and sequential art, 
curated by artist Kenya Robinson. Through June 30. 
Wednesday-Thursday, 12–6 p.m.; Friday-Saturday, 
12–8 p.m. Free and open to the public.

Beverly Kaye Gallery 15 Lorraine Drive, 
Woodbridge. 203-387-5700. www.artbbrut.com. 
www.BeverlyKayeGallery.blogspot.com.
Sculpture in The Garden Show and Sale. 
Celebrating the 18th year of this popular show, 
artists have once again been invited to display 
sculpture using recycled materials such as metal, 
clay, car parts, and tools. These items have been 
morphed into object to delight and amuse. Four 
new artists have been added to the roster, and old 
favorites will be well represented. Families are 
welcome. June 8 & 9, 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Free.

City Gallery 994 State St., New Haven. 203-782-
2489. www.city-gallery.org.
Birds Watching. Paulette Rosen’s new multimedia 
drawings on archival pigment prints are an 
original technique beginning with digital scans of 
taxidermied birds. The images are an exploration 
of individual birds through large-scale portraiture. 
Artist talk and demonstration on Sunday, June 2, 
2 p.m. On view through June 2. Thursday-Sunday, 
12-4 p.m. and by appointment. Free.

Creative Arts Workshop 80 Audubon St., New 
Haven. 203-562-4927. 
www.creativeartsworkshop.org.
Student Show. An exhibition featuring work by CAW 
students of all ages. Through June 7. Monday-
Friday, 9:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m.; Saturday, 9 a.m.-12 
p.m. Free and open to the public. 
Annual Juried Show: “How Simple Can You Get?” 
A national exhibition with Juror Robert Storr, dean, 
Yale University School of Art. Whether abstract or 
fi gurative, the works in this exhibition focus on 
images and objects in which complexity has been 
reduced to its most essential and visually arresting 
expression. There will be a reception in July, date TBD. 
June 29-July 26. Monday-Friday, 9:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m.; 
Saturday, 9 a.m.-12 p.m. Free and open to the public.

Elm City Artists Gallery 55 Whitney Ave., New 
Haven. 203-922-2359. www.elmcityartists.com.

New Haven Area and Beyond. Paintings of the New 
Haven area and beyond, plus one-of-a-kind pottery, 
sculpture, and tile paintings by our resident artists 
in collage/mixed media, watercolor, pastels, oil, 
and more on display. Give the gift of art for Mother’s 
Day, Father’s Day, and graduation. Meet the artists 
and learn more about their work. A treat not to be 
missed. Through June 29. Monday-Saturday, 10 
a.m.-6 p.m. Free.

Erector Square Building No. 4 315 Peck St., New 
Haven. 203-376-8089. 
Behind the Silver Lining. New and returning works 
by Cathy Farrell, Tony Ferraiolo, and Lorraine Hurley. 
Reception: Saturday, June 8, 6-9 p.m. June 8-9. 
Saturday, 1-9 p.m.; Sunday, 1-6 p.m. Free.

Firehouse Art Gallery Milford Fine Arts Council, 81 
Naugatuck Ave., Milford. 203-306-0016. 
www.milfordarts.org.
Flowers & Gardens Exhibit. The Firehouse Art 
Gallery will have a new exhibit on display with the 
theme “Flowers & Gardens.” Opening reception: 
Thursday, June 6, 6-8 p.m. All are welcome to 
attend. Gallery hours: Friday-Sunday, 12-4 p.m. 
June 6-July 5. Free.

Fred Giampietro Gallery 315 Peck St., New Haven. 
203-777-7760. www.giampietrogallery.com.
Riley Brewster -- Works and The Self-Portraits 
of Samuel Rothbort.  Rothbort (1882-1971) 
maintained a very personal vision during his 
career. We are pleased to present a glimpse into his 

eccentric life through his self-portraits. Brewster’s 
work resonates a sense of depth and thought. June 
7-29. Opening reception: Friday, June 7, 5-8 p.m. 
Gallery hours: Tuesday-Friday, 10 a.m.-4 p.m.; 
Saturday, 11 a.m.-4 p.m.; or by appointment. Free.

Gallery 195 195 Church St., 4th Floor, New Haven. 
203-772-2788. www.newhavenarts.org.
Ethan Boisvert and Mark K. St. Mary. Boisvert is 
a painter and St. Mary is a photographer. Curator 
Debbie Hesse has chosen them to exhibit together 
because they both end up with layered, full, colorful 
images, but use completely different media to 
create them. Presented by the Arts Council of 
Greater New Haven. Through June 14. Monday-
Wednesday, 9 a.m.-4 p.m.; Thursday-Friday, 9 
a.m.-5 p.m. Free.

Guilford Art Center 411 Church St., Guilford. 203-
453-5947. www.guilfordartcenter.org.
Sculpture in Stone, Featuring Stony Creek Granite. 
Highlighting contemporary art works created from 
this unique, indigenous material by local artists 
who are active with Guilford Art Center’s stone-
carving sculpture program, led by internationally 
renowned artist Darrell Petit. These artists create 
work on all scales and explore different themes. 
Through June 2. 

Milford Center for the Arts Milford Fine Arts 
Council, 40 Railroad Ave., Milford. 203-878-6647. 
www.milfordarts.org.
“Bridges” Exhibit. The Milford Fine Arts Council 
and “Bridges: A Community Support System” 
presents a collaborative art show. Bridges will be 
on display June 11-28. This themed art show will 
highlight the many interpretations of “bridges” 
from the literal to the symbolic in two and three 
dimensions. Open to the public. June 11-28. 
Tuesday-Friday, 10 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Free.
Orange Town Hall Gallery 617 Orange Center Road, 
Orange. 203-795-4970. 
Views of New England. Rosemary Benivegna, 
watercolors. Subject matter is divided into three 

June calendar 13

Jazz and R&B artist Will Downing appears at Southern Connecticut State University’s John Lyman Center for the Performing Arts on June 29. Photo by Whitney Thomas

Johannes DeYoung and Natalie Westbrook’s Diamond Head (video still, 2013) is part of Strange Natures, an exhibition curated by Clint Jukkala featuring works by 

Melissa Brown, Fritz Horstman, Joseph Smolinksi, and Anahita Vossougi. Strange Natures is on view through June 15 at The Institute Library. Image courtesy of 

Stephen Kobasa
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categories: assemblages of traditional New 
England architecture, transformed into simplifi ed, 
dramatic compositions; candid glimpses of people 
in exterior settings, which may suggest a story for 
the observer; and emotionally charged landscapes 
of saturated colors. Through June 30. Monday–
Friday, 8:30 a.m.– 4:30 p.m. 

Paul Mellon Arts Center 332 Christian St., 
Wallingford. 203-697-2398. www.choate.edu/
artscenter/boxoffi ce.
Arts Concentration Senior Student Exhibition. 
Choate Rosemary Hall senior arts concentration 
students’ fi nal exhibition. Through June 3. Gallery 
open every day when school is in session. 9 a.m.-9 
p.m. Free.

Perspectives … The Gallery at Whitney Center 
200 Leeder Hill Drive, South Entrance, Hamden. 
203-772-2788. www.newhavenarts.org.
On Nature. This Arts Council of Greater New 
Haven show curated by Debbie Hesse and Steve 
Olsen includes works by Aspasia Patti Anos, Anna 
Bresnick, Laurie Flaherty, Michael Galvin, Susan 
McCaslin, Paulette Rosen, Kyle Skar, and Balam 
Soto. Through June 30. Tuesday and Thursday, 4-7 
p.m.; Saturday, 1-4 p.m. Free.

Reynolds Fine Art 96 Orange, St., New Haven. 203-
498-2200. www.reynoldsfi neart.com.
Horizons: New Work by Robert Reynolds. Reynolds 
Fine Art is pleased to present new work by gallery 
owner and namesake, Robert Reynolds. Stemming 
from numerous visits to the Netherlands, Reynolds 
new body of oil paintings and monoprints boasts 
vivid Dutch landscapes as its subject. These works 
challenge the mundane concept of a horizon line 
to become a desire to know the distance. Through 
June 4. Free.

Sumner McKnight Crosby Jr. Gallery Arts Council of 
Greater New Haven, 70 Audubon St., 2nd Floor, New 
Haven. 203-772-2788. www.newhavenarts.org.
Spectra 2013. Spectra is the annual members 
show for the Photo Arts Collective. Through July 5. 
Gallery hours: Monday-Friday, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Free.

The Institute Library 847 Chapel St., New Haven. 
203-562-4045. institutelibrary.org/events.html.
Strange Natures. Work by Melissa Brown, Fritz 
Horstman, Joseph Smolinksi, Anahita Vossougi, and 
the collaborative team of Johannes DeYoung and 
Natalie Westbrook. Curated by Clint Jukkala. Taking 
landscape imagery and natural forms as their 
subjects, these artists present images that are far 
from familiar. Through June 15. Monday-Friday, 10 
a.m.-6 p.m.; Saturday, 11 a.m.-2 p.m. Free.

The Orison Project 8 Railroad Ave., The Witch 
Hazel Complex, Building No. 7, Essex. 860-767-
7572. www.theorisonproject.com.
Trashed with Janet Lage. The Orison Project, a 
contemporary art gallery located in The Witch Hazel 
Complex in Essex, presents Trashed, an exhibition 
of paintings by Janet Lage. Exhibit runs through 
June 29. 1-5 p.m. and by appointment. Free.

Whitney Humanities Center 53 Wall St., New 
Haven. 203-432-0670. www.yale.edu/whc.
Alexander Purves: Roman Sketches. Sketchbooks 
are private journals and not intended for public 
viewing. They are fi lled with personal notations 
that one records for oneself. Thus, the Whitney 
Humanities Center is indeed privileged to offer 
these glimpses into Purves’ own drawing practice. 
The sketches in this show have been taken from his 
Roman sketchbooks. Through June 28. Monday and 
Wednesday, 3-5 p.m. and by appointment. Free and 
open to public.

Yale Peabody Museum of Natural History 170 
Whitney Ave., New Haven. 203-432-5050. peabody.
yale.edu/events.
Echoes of Egypt: Conjuring the Land of the 
Pharaohs. This exhibition will take you on a journey 
through 2000 years of fascination with ancient 
Egypt, the land of the pharaohs. Visitors will 
enter through a reproduction of the Egyptianizing 
gateway that is the entrance to New Haven’s Grove 
Street Cemetery (designed by Henry Austin in 
1839). Through January 4, 2014. Monday-Saturday, 
10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sunday, 12-5 p.m. $5-$9.

Film
15 Saturday 
Children’s Film Festival The Yale Center for British 
Art’s annual Children’s Film Festival will feature 
inspiring and award-winning independent short 
fi lms for a young audience. Join us for popcorn 
and live entertainment before the show. Most 
appropriate for children between the ages of 3 and 
10. Audience members may come and go as they 
please. Free, no registration required. 10:30 a.m.-
3:30 p.m. Yale Center for British Art, 1080 Chapel 
St., New Haven. 203-432-2800. britishart.yale.edu.

Galas & 
Fundraisers
6 Thursday 
Fiftieth Anniversary Celebration The New Haven 
Oratorio Choir will be celebrating 50 years of 
making music with a fundraising party that will 
include appetizers, wine and champagne, a 
silent auction, and musical entertainment by Dr. 
Caterwaul’s Cadre of Clairvoyant Claptraps. Please 
join us to support another 50 years of bringing 
choral music to the New Haven community. John 
Slade Ely House Center for Contemporary Art, 51 
Trumbull St., New Haven. 203-248-4416. www.
nhoratorio.org.

15 Saturday 
For Eva “Giving the Gift of Dance to a Child” 
Second annual gala benefi t performance and silent 
auction. Including performances by New England 
Ballet Company and many others. John J. Brady 
Center for the Performing Arts, 25 Newton Road, 
Woodbridge. 203-285-7197. showtix4u.com.

Music
1 Saturday 
Neighborhood Music School Rock Fest The 

Neighborhood Music School rock ensemble and 
students perform and you’re invited to rock along 
with them! Participants also include students 
from the NMS Songwriting Project, a multi-teacher 
project in which students write and present 
original material as a product of their NMS 
curriculum. Questions? E-mail Pete DiGennaro at 
pdeginnaro@neighborhoodmusicschool.org. 1-4 
p.m. Free. The Space, 295 Treadwell St., Hamden. 
203-624-5189. www.neighborhoodmusicschool.
org.

Choate Rosemary Hall Orchestra Graduation 
Concert The student orchestra performs. 1-3 p.m. 
Free. Paul Mellon Arts Center, 332 Christian St., 
Wallingford. 203-697-2398. www.choate.edu/
artscenter/boxoffi ce.

2 Sunday 
Mozart Requiem (completed by Levin) The 
choirs of Bethesda Lutheran Church and First 
Presbyterian Church present Mozart’s mighty 
Requiem, with soloists and orchestra, led by 
Lars Gjerde and Patrick McCreless. Reception 
to follow. 4 p.m. Free parking. Bring a friend! 
Freewill offering. Bethesda Lutheran Church, 450 
Whitney Ave., New Haven. 203-787-2346. www.
BethesdaNewHaven.org.

8 Saturday 
Transformations! Greater New Haven Community 
Chorus’ Spring Concert Experience a program 
of growth, journey, and transformation as we 
perform Mozart’s “Coronation” Mass, works by 
Bartók, Kodály, Santore, Thompson, and others. 8 
p.m. Tickets are $20 at the door or $15 in advance 
through gnhcc.org. Battell Chapel, 400 College St. 
(corner of College and Elm streets), New Haven. 
203-303-4642. www.gnhcc.org.

17 Monday 
The String Quartet Truck In conjunction with the 
International Festival of Arts & Ideas, the Haven 
String Quartet brings classical music to the streets 
(literally) of New Haven with the String Quartet 

From June 17-21, the Haven String Quartet will travel the city’s streets delivering music from the back of a String Quartet Truck as part of the International Festival of Arts & Ideas. Photo courtesy of Music Haven 
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Truck. You already know the Cupcake Truck and the 
Cheese Truck – now get to know the String Quartet 
Truck! June 17-21. Check back for details on where 
you can fi nd the quartet performing on the back of a 
fl atbed truck. Visit www.musichavenct.org or www.
artidea.org for more information. Music Haven, 117 
Whalley Ave., New Haven. 203-745-9030. www.
musichavenct.org.

20 Thursday 
David Byrne and St. Vincent David Byrne and 
Annie Clark, who records and performs as St. 
Vincent, live in concert, including songs from 
their new record, Love This Giant. 8 p.m. $58-$78. 
Shubert Theater, 247 College St., New Haven. 203-
562-5666. www.shubert.com.

21 Friday 
Music Haven Summer Camp The Haven String 
Quartet and Music Haven students spend the 
beginning of the summer together making music! 
Visit www.musichavenct.org for information on 
student and Haven String Quartet performances. 
June 21-July 3. Music Haven, 117 Whalley Ave., New 
Haven. 203-745-9030. www.musichavenct.org.

22 Saturday 
The New York Gilbert & Sullivan Players The 
Wand’ring Minstrels, the quintet of principal 
soloists, performs Pirates in One Act. Performers 
play multiple roles but tell the entire story 
including the famous musical numbers from The 
Pirates of Penzance. Pre-Concert 1880s British 
dinner at the Falls Village Inn. Separate admission. 
6:30 p.m. dinner and concert: $60. Concert only: 
$30 at the door/$27 in advance. Music Mountain, 
Music Mountain Road, Falls Village. 860-824-
7126. www.musicmountain.org.

23 Sunday 
Tobias Steymans & Victoria Schwartzman 
Violinist Tobias Steymans and pianist Victoria 
Schwartzman perform the Music Mountain 
premiere of Leclair’s Sonata for Violin and Piano in 
D major, Op. 9, No. 3; Beethoven’s Violin Sonata No. 
10 in G major, Op. 96; and Strauss’ Violin Sonata in 
E-fl at major, Op. 18. 5:30 p.m. $35 at the door/$30 
in advance, 18 and under: free with ticket holder. 
Music Mountain, Music Mountain Road, Falls 
Village. 860-824-7126. www.musicmountain.org.

Hausmann String Quartet The Hausmann String 
Quartet and pianist Jonathan Yates perform 
Webern’s Langsamer Satz; Beethoven’s String 
Quartet in C-sharp minor, Op. 131; and Dvo ák’s 
Piano Quintet in A major, Op. 81. 3 p.m. $35 at 
the door/$30 in advance, 18 and under: free with 
ticket holder. Music Mountain, Music Mountain 
Road, Falls Village. 860-824-7126. www.
musicmountain.org.

29 Saturday 
Jive By Five! This hard-driving Connecticut 
favorite returns with the sizzling dance music 
of the Jazz Age. From the Charleston to the Two 
Step and the Fox Trot, listen and dance to the 
wild rhythms of the 1920s! 6:30 p.m. $30 at the 
door/$27 in advance. Music Mountain, Music 
Mountain Road, Falls Village. 860-824-7126. www.
musicmountain.org.

30 Sunday
St. Petersburg String Quartet The St. Petersburg 
String Quartet with Victoria Schwartzman, piano, 
and Peter Askim, bass. The afternoon program will 
be as follows: Mozart’s String Quartet in D minor, K. 
421; Shostakovich’s String Quartet No. 7 in F-sharp 
minor; and Schubert’s Quintet for Piano and 
Strings in A major, Op. 114, D. 667, “The Trout.” 3 
p.m. $35 at the door/$27 in advance, 18 and under: 
free with ticket holder. Music Mountain, Music 
Mountain Road, Falls Village. 860-824-7126. www.
musicmountain.org.

Special Events
1 Saturday 
A Concert to Honor Ann P. Lehman in her 85th 
Year Join us for a concert and reception honoring 
Ann P. Lehman, a founding member of Creative 
Arts Workshop, on the occasion of her 85th year. 
Featuring music written as early as 1600, the 
Foggy Mountain Consort will perform a unique 
collection of pieces composed for the lute and 
voice. The band is a Renaissance/bluegrass group 
led by Peter Lehman. A welcoming reception will 
begin at 5 p.m., followed by the performance at 
5:30 p.m. and a closing reception. Individual 
tickets at $50 each, supporter tickets at $85 
each, donor tickets at $170 each. Creative Arts 
Workshop, 80 Audubon St., New Haven. 203-562-
4927. www.creativeartsworkshop.org.

8 Saturday 
Audubon Arts on the Edge Join us for an 
afternoon of family fun! Taking over Audubon 
Street, children and adults will enjoy 
hands-on art activities, live performances, 
and maybe even win prizes at Edge 2013! 
Rain or shine! 12-5 p.m. Free. Audubon 
Street (between Orange Street and Whitney 
Avenue), New Haven. 203-772-2788. www.
newhavenarts.org.

24 Monday 
Make.Art.Work Workshop: Making a Living 

with Your Art Skills Our expert presenter will 
share the essentials of entrepreneurship. 
Participating artists will take a close look at the 
many components required to make a life as an 
artist–from time management, to hybrid career 
opportunities, grant funding, and more. Think 
of this workshop as your “complete roadmap” to 
entrepreneurial success. 6-8:30 p.m. See website 
for registration. University of New Haven, 600 Saw 
Mill Road, Classroom 103, West Haven. 203-772-
2788. www.makeartwork.org.

Talks & Tours
1 Saturday 
Exhibition Tour Edwardian Opulence: British Art 
at the Dawn of the Twentieth Century. 1 p.m. Free. 
Yale Center for British Art, 1080 Chapel St., New 
Haven. 203-432-2800. britishart.yale.edu.

2 Sunday 
Exhibition Tour Edwardian Opulence: British Art 
at the Dawn of the Twentieth Century. 1 p.m. Free. 
Yale Center for British Art, 1080 Chapel St., New 
Haven. 203-432-2800. britishart.yale.edu.

18 Tuesday 
Ideas Talk: Joshua Foer Joshua Foer, author of 
Moonwalking with Einstein: The Art and Science of 
Remembering Everything (Penguin Books, 2011), is 
researching his latest book by embedding himself 
with one of the last groups of hunter-gatherers 
left, the Mbenjele pygmies of the remote northern 
Republic of Congo. Join him as he discusses what 
we can learn from them. Part of the International 

Festival of Arts & Ideas. 5:30 p.m. Free. Yale Center 
for British Art, 1080 Chapel St., New Haven. 203-
432-2800. britishart.yale.edu.

19 Wednesday 
Ideas Talk: Reintegrate This year, the Arts Council 
of Greater New Haven has supported seven 
exceptional teams of artists and scientists to 
develop several projects. Learn about all of them at 
this talk moderated by science writer Carl Zimmer. 
Part of the International Festival of Arts & Ideas. 
5:30 p.m. Free. Yale Center for British Art, 1080 
Chapel St., New Haven. .203-432-2800. britishart.
yale.edu.

25 Tuesday 
Ideas Talk: Working Across Cultures and 
Forms This panel discussion will include festival 
artists from around the world. They will discuss 
the special form of creativity inspired by cross-
cultural experiences. Journalist and cultural critic 
Siddhartha Mitter moderates. 5:30 p.m. Free. Yale 
Center for British Art, 1080 Chapel St., New Haven. 
203-432-2800. britishart.yale.edu.

Theater
Once on this Island. The theater department at 
Choate Rosemary Hall will present Once on this 
Island on Thursday & Friday, May 23 & 24, and 
Thursday-Saturday, May 30-June 1, at 8 p.m., at 
the Paul Mellon Arts Center. Parking is free. Based 
on the novel My Love, My Love. Adults $20, senior 
citizens 65 and older and all students $15. Choate 
Rosemary Hall, 332 Christian St., Wallingford. 203-
697-2398. www.choate.edu/artscenter/boxoffi ce.

West Side Story. More than 50 years ago one 
musical changed theater forever. Now it’s back, 
and mesmerizing audiences once again. From the 
fi rst note to the fi nal breath, West Side Story soars 
as the greatest love story of all time and remains 
as powerful, poignant, and timely as ever. Features 
such classics as “Tonight,” “America,” “I Feel 
Pretty,” and “Somewhere.” May 31-June 2. Friday 
at 8 p.m.; Saturday at 2 p.m. and 8 p.m.; Sunday at 
1 p.m. and 6:30 p.m. shubert.com/presentations/
current-season/west-side-story. $15-$100. 
Shubert Theater, 247 College St., New Haven. 203-
562-5666. www.shubert.com.

Private Eyes. The Eastbound Theatre presents 
Private Eyes, by Steven Dietz and directed by 
Jessica Denes. As the lines begin to blur between 
reality and illusion, this “comedy of suspicion” 
strips layer after layer from its characters, as 
each new revelation shakes foundations that 
had seemed to be secure. June 7-23. Fridays 
and Saturdays at 8 p.m.; Sundays at 2 p.m. $17, 
$15 seniors/students. Milford Fine Arts Council, 
40 Railroad Ave., Milford. 203-878-6647. www.
milfordarts.org.

A Midsummer Night’s Dream. Tom Morris directs 
the Bristol Old Vic and the Handspring Puppet 
Company as part of the International Festival of 
Arts & Ideas. University Theater, 222 York St. June 
15-23. 

The 2013 Dwight/Edgewood Project Evening 
of Original Plays The Dwight/Edgewood Project 
2013 will celebrate its 18th anniversary season by 
presenting eight original one-act plays written by 
students from New Haven’s Augusta Lewis Troup 
School and performed by Yale School of Drama 
graduate students. June 21 & 22. 7-8:30 p.m. Free, 
but seating is limited. Off-Broadway Theater at 
Yale, 41 Broadway (Behind Yorkside Pizza), New 
Haven. 203-432-2174. 

Premier Concerts presents David Byrne with St. Vincent at the Shubert Theater on June 20. Photo by 

Andreas Laszio-Konrath
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June bulletin board listings
Call For
Artists National juried and invitational show open 
to all craft media. Forty-fi fth annual Celebration of 
American Crafts exhibition and sale of fi ne contem-
porary crafts at Creative Arts Workshop, November 
1–December 24. Submission Deadline: July 31. 
No fee. More than 300 craft artists represented. 
For prospectus with further details send SASE to: 
Celebration/CAW, 80 Audubon St., New Haven, CT, 
06510, or visit www.creativeartsworkshop.org/
celebration.

Artists For FACES at FAHS (fi ne Art and Craft Exhibit 
& Sale) at the Finnish American Heritage Society 
any media. Non-juried, Saturday October 12. Route 
169, Canterbury. 9:30 a.m.-3 p.m. Spaces for arti-
sans, demonstrations, a gratis space for children 
-- “Found Object Art-Make It &Take It” – refresh-
ments available. Call D. Allen, artisan leader, at 
(860) 779-7213 or B. Johnson, chair, at (860) 974-
2760 to reserve demonstration or vendor space.

Artists The 2013 Art Kudos International Juried 
Online Art Competition is open to all artists 18 
years and older. $4,000 in cash awards. Awards 
judge: Kara Rooney, associate art editor for The 
Brooklyn Rail and faculty member at the School of 
Visual Arts, New York. Selected fi nalists’ work will 
appear in a one-year online exhibition beginning 
August 15. $35 for up to three images. Deadline: 
June 30. Visit artkudos.com for prospectus and 
entry form.

Artists For Arts Center Killingworth’s Annual Out-
door Arts Festival and Open Studio Trail, October 
12-13. Seeking artists in all media. Exhibit on the 
Madison Town Green (Boston Post Road/Copse 
Road, Madison) or open a private studio on the 
Connecticut Shoreline. $60 Registration fee. Dead-
line: August 24.  Prospectus and registration form: 

www.artscenterkillingworth.org. Contact (860) 
663-5593 or artscenterkillingworth@gmail.com.

Singers The award-winning Silk’n Sounds Chorus 
is looking for new members from the area. We invite 
women to join us at any of our rehearsals to learn 
more. We enjoy four-part a cappella harmony in the 
barbershop style, lively performances, and wonder-
ful friendships. Rehearsals are every Tuesday from 
7-9 p.m. at the Spring Glen Church, 1825 Whitney 
Ave., in Hamden.  Contact Lynn at (203) 623-1276 
for more information. www.silknsounds.org. 

Volunteers Learn new skills, meet new people, and 
be part of a creative organization that gives to the 
community. Teens are welcome and can earn com-
munity service credit. Visit www.artscenterkilling-
worth.org or call (860) 663-5593 for information 
about volunteer opportunities.

Services
Bookkeeping for Artists and Creative Profes-
sionals Get help with the “business” part of your 
creative business: A/P, A/R, billing, payroll, tax fi l-
ings, collections, benefi ts, state and federal com-
pliance, and more. Kristin Merrill has more than 
20 years’ experience as a bookkeeper, business 

manager, and artist. Call (203) 589-6995 or e-mail 
k.merrill@comcast.net.

Fine Art Atelier and Mentoring for Aspiring Young 
Artists Students work from life in a professional 
artist’s studio and learn foundational drawing and 
painting techniques in oils, pastels, and drawing 
media. Program tailored to individual students and 
includes portfolio preparation. See artist instructor’s 
work at www.ciravolo.com or call (203) 248-3504.

Historic Home Restoration Contractor Period 
appropriate additions, baths, kitchens, and remod-
eling. Sagging porches straightened/leveled. Wood 
windows restored. Plaster restored. Historic molding 
and hardware. Vinyl/aluminum. Siding removed. 
Wood siding repaired/replaced. Connecticut and 
New Haven Preservation Trusts. R.J. Aley Building 
Contractor (203) 226-9933. jaley@rjaley.com.

Professional Art Installation for residential and 
commercial work. Over 15 years’ experience in muse-
ums, galleries, hospitals, and homes in New York 
City, Providence, New Haven, Chester, etc. Rate is 
$30 an hour, no job too small or large. Contact Mark 
at (203)772-4270 or e-mail livepaint@aol.com.

Space
Artist Studio West Cove Studio & Gallery offers 
work space with two large Charles Brand intaglio 
etching presses, lithography press, and stainless-
steel work station. Workshops and technical sup-
port available. Ample display area for shows. Mem-
bership: $75/month. 30 Elm St., West Haven. Call 
(609)638-8501 or visit www.westcovestudio.com. 

Studio Space Thirteen-thousand square feet of 
undeveloped studio space available in old mill 
brick building on New Haven harbor. Conveniently 
located one minute off I-95, Exit 44 in West Haven. 
Owners willing to subdivide. Call (609) 638-8501.

Performance Space Elegant contemporary audi-
torium with seating for up to 376 people. Great for 
concerts and recitals. Free on-site parking, warm 
lighting, built-in sound system, adjacent social 
hall, and kitchen available. Call (203) 288-1807 x. 
201.Unitarian Society of New Haven, 700 Hartford 
Turnpike, Hamden. www.usnh.org.

The Arts Council provides the job and bulletin board listings as a service to our membership and is not responsible for the content or deadlines.

Jobs
Please visit 

newhavenarts.org 

for up-to-date local 

employment opportunities 

in the arts.

The deadline for advertisements and calendar listings 

for the July-August 2013 issue of The Arts Paper is is 

Tuesday, May 28, at 5 p.m.

Deadlines for future editions of The Arts Paper  are as 

follows:

September 2013 – Monday, July 29, 5 p.m.

October 2013 – Monday, August 26, 5 p.m.

November 2013 – Monday, September 30, 5 p.m.

December 2013 – Monday, October 28, 5 p.m.

Calendar listings are for Arts Council members only 

and should be submitted online at newhavenarts.org. Arts 

Council members can request a username and password 

by sending an e-mail to amay@newhavenarts.org. The 

Arts Council’s online calendar includes listings for pro-

grams and events taking place within 12 months of the 

current date. Listings submitted by the calendar deadline 

are included on a monthly basis in The Arts Paper.

Arts Paper ad and calendar deadlines

Retirement living
for those who value the arts.

200 Leeder Hill Drive | Hamden, CT 06517 | www.WhitneyCenter.com

Belief in the value of the arts to civilization is intrinsic to nourishing a
complete life. At Whitney Center, as at the Arts Council of Greater New
Haven, that belief is what sustains our culture.

Whitney Center residents also believe that achievement never retires. This
is demonstrated through their volunteerism and continued involvement in
the community. It is the value and the security of LifeCare, the hospitality 
and service of Whitney Center that support our
residents and make this lifestyle possible. 

A Heritage of Exceptional
Senior Living

WCTAP

Call us today at 203-848-2641
for a FREE Retirement Information Kit, 

or to learn about Whitney Center.

For special member benefits,
discounts, advice and information –

join the Arts Council today!
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Festival 2013:
At a glance
The Festival takes place from June 15 to 29, 

2013 (no events on Mondays).

Headliners on the New Haven Green

Aaron Neville & The State of Connecticut 
Governor’s Arts Awards
June 15 (7pm), New Haven Green (free)

Calexico & Susana Baca
June 16 (7pm), New Haven Green (free)

Kronos Quartet with special guest Wu Man
June 22 (7pm), New Haven Green (free)

Funkadesi
June 23 (7pm), New Haven Green (free)

Debo Band and Fendika
June 29 (7pm), New Haven Green (free)

Performance programs

A Midsummer Night’s Dream
Bristol Old Vic in association with Handspring Puppet Com-
pany
June 15-23, University Theater (ticketed)

L’Homme Cirque
David Dimitri
June 15-29, New Haven Green (ticketed)

Yale Institute for Music Theatre 
June 15-16, Off-Broadway Theater (ticketed)

Freewheelers
A Broken Umbrella Theater Company
June 15-29, 760 State St (ticketed)

Historical Verité: The Documentaries 
of Spike Lee and Sam Pollard
Presented in association with the Yale Summer Film Institute
June 14-16, Yale Whitney Humanities Center (free)

The Quiet Volume
Ant Hampton & Tim Etchells
June 18-28, Yale Beinecke Library (ticketed)

My Friend’s Story 
Preview of a new opera
Martin Bresnick, J.D. McClatchy, David Chambers
June 19-20, Iseman Theater (ticketed)

Christian McBride & Inside Straight
June 20, Morse Recital Hall at Sprague (ticketed)

Stuck Elevator 
Byron Au Young / Aaron Jaferis / Chay Yew
June 20-29, Long Wharf Theatre Stage II (ticketed)

Compagnie Käfi g
June 21-22, Shubert Theatre (ticketed)

Yale Choral Artists
Rachamninov’s All-night Vigil
June 21, Church of St. Mary (ticketed)

songbirdsongs 
by John Luther Adams / with Le Train Bleu
June 23, Marsh Botanical Gardens (ticketed)

Canzoniere Grecanico Salentino
June 24, University Theatre (ticketed)

Shantala Shivalingappa 
US Premiere: Akasha
June 26-28, Mainstage Theater, Co-Op High School (ticketed)

Wrocław Philharmonic Choir
June 26, Church of St. Mary (ticketed)

Sequence 8 – Les 7 doigts de la main (7 Fingers)
June 27-29, Shubert Theater (ticketed)

Ideas programs

Aaron Neville: Artistic Home
June 15 (1pm), Yale University Art Gallery (free)

Made in Connecticut: Recipients 
of the Governor’s Arts Awards 
June 15 (3pm), Yale University Art Gallery (free)

Preparing for 2050: The Changing Face of Race in America
June 16 (1pm), Yale University Art Gallery (free)

Richard Sennett: Together – The Rituals, 
Pleasures and Politics of Cooperation 
June 16 (3pm), Yale University Art Gallery (free)

Joshua Foer: The Hunter-Gatherer Life
June 18 (5:30pm), Yale Center for British Art (free)

Reintegrate: Enhancing Collaborations 
in the Arts and Sciences
Jun 19 (5:30pm), Yale Center for British Art (free)

Global Innovators: From Recession to Prosperity
June 20 (5:30pm), Yale University Art Gallery (free)

Convening for Civic Vitality:  A conversation 
with New Haven Mayor John DeStefano 
and Yale University President Richard C. Levin
June 21 (5:30pm), Yale University Art Gallery (free)

Simon Critchley and Jamieson Webster: Shakespeare, 
a Difference – Reinterpreting Hamlet and Other Plays
June 22 (1pm), Yale University Art Gallery (free)

Benjamin Barber: If Mayors Ruled the World 
June 22 (3pm), Yale University Art Gallery (free)

David Harrington and Wu Man: Inspiration, 
Collaboration and Making New Music
June 23 (1 pm), Yale University Art Gallery (free)

Shantala Shivalingappa, Byron Au Yong 
and Danny Mekonnen: Working Across Cultures 
and Forms to Break New Artistic Ground
June 25 (5:30pm), Yale Center for British Art (free)

Demographics and the U.S. Workforce – Challenges and 
Opportunities
June 26 (5:30pm), Yale Center for British Art (free)

Marion Nestle: The Politics of Food
June 27 (5:30pm), Yale University Art Gallery (free)

Rosanne Cash: Inspiration, Song Sense, and Lineage
June 29 (1pm), Yale University Art Gallery (free)

More programs

Master Classes & Workshops
7 classes

Walking Tours
29 tours

Exhibition & Gallery Tours
11 tours

Bike Tours
12 adventures

Food Tours & Food Experiences
3 tours, 5 experiences

Noon to Night
Weekday performances at 12pm & 6pm on the New Haven 
Green

Family Stage
Weekday performances at 1:15pm

Weekend Showcase
Saturday and Sunday afternoons: June 16, 22, 23, 29

Information courtesy of International Festival of Arts & Ideas.

Weekend
Showcase
introduces
audiences to 
emerging talent
Amanda May

After such a long winter, we should all be outside as much as 

possible this summer, agreed? The International Festival of Arts 

& Ideas is a perfect way to up your al fresco entertainment this 

June, and if you are in the mood for variety, the Weekend Show-

case is a great option.

Each of the 20-plus performers will take the stage for 30 min-

utes or less. The showcase takes place on the lower green, on 

the Main Stage as well as the “Family Stage,” which is so named 

because of the family focused entertainment it offers during the 

week. 

The Weekend Showcase will be happening on Saturdays and 

Sundays during the festival, starting at noon on Saturdays and 

around 2 p.m. on Sundays, continuing through the afternoon 

until the headlining artists take over (6-6:30 p.m.). The acts 

include music, dance, and even theatrical performances and will 

alternate between the two stages. 

Melissa Huber, the festival’s Weekend Showcase producer, 

spoke with The Arts Paper about the history of the showcase and 

the selection process, and talked about which acts audiences can 

look forward to this year. 

AM: How many years has the showcase happened?  

MH: This particular incarnation has been around since 2009. 

It’s one of several ways that we have to provide opportunities for 

artists in Connecticut and the Northeast region. One of the things 

we really like about it is that we’ve been able to really spotlight 

each artist that appears on the festival’s stage. This grew out 

of a program we did in 2006, “Village of Villages,” which had 

many stages going on all afternoon long. It was very exciting, but 

sounds confl icts came up (at one point a rock band and gospel 

choir were playing at the same time). The Weekend Showcase 

allows us to spotlight each artist, providing some focus for their 

work. 

AM: How many artists are involved each year? 

MH: On average, we are able to provide 22-26 slots each year 

for this particular series. In the past three years, we have had 

around 68 applications (per year), so it’s getting nicely competi-

tive. We have some nice choices, and it’s upping the ante a little 

bit in terms of what they’re sending us (video of applicants per-

forming, not just audio). 

AM: Are all of the acts local? 

MH: It’s a really good opportunity for local performers, but 

we’ve also had performers out of Boston, New York, and New 

Hampshire. It just depends if they’re aware of it and apply. 

AM: How do you let people know about the opportunity?

Continued on next page

Bonsai Trees. Image courtesy of the International Festival of Arts & Ideas
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Loque. Image courtesy of the International Festival of Arts & Ideas

Weekend Showcase
Continued from previous page

MH: The call for artists is on our website all year, 

and we do make a push through our own social 

media channels, and though press releases in 

Greater New Haven and Connecticut-based papers. 

We really want to make sure the folks in our back-

yard know about this opportunity. 

AM: What do you look for in a performer? 

MH: There are a few different criteria; we’re look-

ing to offer audiences a broad swath of artists. We 

want to make sure we have dance, several musical 

genres (world music, folk, traditional, etc.). The 

showcase is refl ective of our ethos of programming 

as a whole. All of the festival offers a broad artistic 

palette from which to choose. World diverse, but also 

a diversity of ages. We look both at younger artists 

just starting out as well as artists who we might know 

from another band, and they recently put together a 

new formation of artists. There is a certain amount 

of logistics with picking artists. For example, if your 

dance work is heavily video supported, it’s unfortu-

nately not going to work. (This is a daytime stage). As 

a festival we continually struggle with it, but so far it 

works well as an outdoor stage. 

AM: Do any acts repeat from year to year?

MH: We do have artists that repeat, for example, 

the New Haven Ballet has performed a couple of 

times and Rebecca Moore Dance has been (here) a 

couple of times. We have had people repeat, but … 

another piece of the game is to make sure it’s not 

the same lineup each year. We also use it as a view-

ing platform for ourselves, for our Noon to Night 

program. We like to introduce ourselves to new art-

ists or new types of music (through the showcase) 

then use some of them in the next year’s “Noon to 

Night” program. (Weekend showcase artists do not 

collect a fee, while we have a modest budget for 

“Noon to Night performers.”) 

AM: Who is the audience for the showcase?

MH: People should be looking for an afternoon of 

a wide variety of different work. … We encourage an 

all-ages outdoor summer fun show. We also encour-

age them to play their own original music.

The Christa Renee Band will perform as part of the International Festival of Arts & Ideas’ Weekend Showcase programming. Photo by Kelly B. 

Taylor Photography 

Three to see
Loque – A three-person (Joe Gallagher Jr., 

singer/songwriter/guitar; Tony DiGiovanni vocalist/

guitar; Chris Kilbourn, bass; Dan Michaud-drums) 

alt-rock group, blended with a fusion of other 

genres. In general they have a folk infl uence. On 

their ReverbNation profi le they are listed as sound-

ing like Stone Temple Pilots, Nirvana, Staind, and 

Jason Mraz. 

Find out more at JoeGallagherJr.com and 

Reverbnation.com/loquemusic1.

Bonsai Trees – An indie-alternative rock band 

featuring Connecticut natives James MacPherson, 

James Cryan, and Nick Sokol. They have more of 

a hard rock infl uence and are one of the younger 

groups. 

Find out more at Bonsaitreesband.com.

Christa Renee Band – This female-fronted 

band is based out of New Hampshire and has a 

Caribbean-infl uenced sound. They are: Christa 

Renee, vocals/guitar; Jeff Costello, drums; Pete 

Gustafson, bass; Josiah Erikson, keyboards; and 

Michael Ryan, percussion. On their ReverbNation 

site, they list their sound as similar to Blondie, The 

Police, Michael Franti and Spearhead, The Clash, 

and Bob Marley.

Find out more at Reverbnation.com/christar-

eneeband.

The full Weekend Showcase schedule can be 

found at artidea.org.
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A Broken Umbrella Theatre
www.abrokenumbrella.org
203-823-7988

ACES Educational Center
    for the Arts
www.aces.k12.ct.us
203-777-5451

Alyla Suzuki Early 
   Childhood Music Center
www.alylasuzuki.com
203-239-6026

American Guild of Organists
www.sacredmusicct.org

The Amistad Committee
www.ctfreedomtrail.org

Another Octave - CT Women’s Chorus
www.anotheroctave.org
203-672-1919

ARTFARM
www.art-farm.org

Arts Center Killingworth
www.artscenterkillingworth.org
860-663-5593

Artspace
www.artspacenh.org
203-772-2709

Artsplace: Cheshire
   Performing & Fine Art
www.cpfa-artsplace.org
203-272-2787

Azoth Gallery
www.azothgallery.com

Backstage Players Company
www.backstageplayerscompany.org

Best Video
www.bestvideo.com
203-287-9286

Bethesda Music Series
203-787-2346
www.bethesdanewhaven.org

Branford Art Studio
www.branfordartstudio.com
203-488-2787

Branford Folk Music Society
www.folknotes.org/branfordfolk

Center for Independent Study
www.cistudy.org

Chestnut Hill Concerts
www.chestnuthillconcerts.org
203-245-5736

The Choirs of Trinity Church
   on the Green
www.trinitynewhaven.org

City Gallery
www.city-gallery.org
203-782-2489

Civic Orchestra of New Haven
www.conh.org

Classical Contemporary 
   Ballet Theatre
203-435-4718
www.ccbtballettheatre.org

Connecticut Dance Alliance
www.ctdanceall.com

Connecticut Gay Men’s Chorus
www.ctgmc.org
800-644-CGMC

Connecticut Guild of Puppetry
www.ctpuppetry.org

Connecticut Natural 
   Science Illustrators
203-934-0878
www.ctnsi.com

Connecticut Women Artists
www.ctwomenartists.org

Creative Arts Workshop
www.creativeartsworkshop.org
203-562-4927

DaSilva Gallery
www.gabrieldasilvagallery.com
203-387-2539

Department of Arts Culture
   & Tourism, City of New Haven
www.cityofnewhaven.com
203-946-8378

DECD/CT Offi ce of the Arts
www.cultureandtourism.org
860-256-2800

Dreamland International Film 
Festival
www.dreamlandfi lmfest.org

Elm City Artists, LLC
www.elmcityartists.com 
203-218-3832

Elm City Dance Collective
www.elmcitydance.org

Elm Shakespeare Company
www.elmshakespeare.org
203-393-1436

Fairhaven Furniture
203-776-3099
www.fairhaven-furniture.com

Firehouse 12
www.fi rehouse12.com

Fractured Atlas
www.fracturedatlas.org

Greene Art Gallery
203-453-4162
www.greeneartgallery.com

Giampietro Gallery
www.fredgiampietro.com
203-777-7760

Greater New Haven 
   Chamber of Commerce
www.gnhcc.com

Guilford Art Center
www.guilfordartcenter.org
203-453-5947

Guilford Art League
203-318-0411

Guitartown CT Productions
www.guitartownct.com
203-430-6020

Hamden Art League
www.hamdenartleague.com 
203-494-2316

Hamden Arts Commission
www.hamdenartscommission.org 
203-287-2685

Heritage Chorale of New Haven
www.heritagechoralenewhaven.org

Hull’s Art Supply and Framing
203-865-4855
www.hullsnewhaven.com

The Institute Library
www.institutelibrary.org

International Festival of Arts & Ideas 
www.artidea.org

Jazz Haven
www.jazzhaven.org 

John Slade Ely House
203-624-8055
www.elyhouse.org

Kehler Liddell Gallery
www.kehlerliddell.com
203-389-9555

Knights of Columbus Museum
www.kofcmuseum.org

The Legacy Theatre
www.legacytheatrect.org

Long Wharf Theatre
www.longwharf.org
203-787-4282

Lyman Center at SCSU
www.lyman.southernct.edu

Madison Art Society
www.madisonartsociety.blogspot.com
860-399-6116

Meet the Artists and Artisans
www.meettheartistsandartisans.com
203-874-5672

Melinda Marquez
   Flamenco Dance Center
203-361-1210
www.melindamarquezfdc.org

Milford Fine Arts Council
www.milfordarts.org
203-878-6647

Music Haven
www.musichavenct.org
203-215-4574

Music Mountain
www.musicmountain.com

Music with Mary
www.accordions.com/mary

Musical Folk
www.musicalfolk.com

Neighborhood Music School
www.neighborhoodmusicschool.org
203-624-5189

New England Ballet Company
www.newenglandballet.org
203-799-7950

New Haven Ballet
203-782-9038
www.newhavenballet.org

New Haven Chamber Orchestra
www.newhavenchamberorchestra.org

New Haven Chorale
www.newhavenchorale.org
203-776-7664

New Haven Free Public Library
www.nhfpl.org
203-946-8835

New Haven Improvisers Collective
www.nhic-music.org

New Haven Museum 
   and Historical Society
www.newhavenmuseum.org
203-562-4183

New Haven Oratorio Choir
www.nhoratoriochoir.org

New Haven Paint and Clay Club
203-288-6590

New Haven Preservation Trust
www.nhpt.org

New Haven Review
www.newhavenreview.com

New Haven Sister Cities
203-787-2288
www.nhsistercities.org

New Haven Symphony Orchestra
www.newhavensymphony.org
203-865-0831

New Haven Theater Company
www.newhaventheatercompany.com

Orchestra New England
www.orchestranewengland.org
203-777-4690

Pantochino Productions
www.pantochino.com

Paul Mellon Arts Center
www.choate.edu/artscenter

Play with Grace
www.playwithgrace.com

Q River Creatives, LLC
203-745-9645
www.qrivercreatives.com

Quick Center for the Arts
www.quickcenter.com

Reynolds Fine Art
203-498-2200
www.reynoldsfi neart.com

Royal Scottish Country Dance 
   Society,  New Haven Branch
www.rscdsnewhaven.org
203-878-6094

Shoreline Arts Alliance 
www.shorelinearts.org
203-453-3890

Shoreline School of Art and Music
www.shorelineartandmusic.com
203-481-4830

Shubert Theater
www.shubert.com
203-562-5666

Silk n’ Sounds
www.silknsounds.org

Site Projects
www.siteprojects.org

Susan Powell Fine Art
203-318-0616
www.susanpowellfi neart.com

Tabor Community Arts Center
203-488-5668

Theatre 4
www.t4ct.com
203-654-7711

Toad’s Place
www.toadsplace.com

Trinity Players/Something Players
203-288-6748

University Glee Club of New Haven
www.universitygleeclub.org

UpCrown Entertainment
www.upcrown.com

Visit New Haven
www.visitnewhaven.com

Wesleyan University
   Center for the Arts
www.wesleyan.edu/cfa

West Cove Studio & Gallery
www.westcovestudio.com 
(609) 638-8501

Westville Village 
   Renaissance Alliance
www.westvillect.org

Whitney Arts Center
203-773-3033

Whitney Humanities Center
www.yale.edu/whc

Yale Arts Website
www.yale.edu/yalearts

Yale Cabaret
www.yalecabaret.org
203-432-1566

Yale Center for British Art
www.yale.edu/ycba
203-432-2800

Yale Glee Club
www.yale.edu/ygc
203-432-4136

Yale Institute of Sacred Music
www.yale.edu.ism

Yale Peabody Museum 
   of Natural History
www.peabody.yale.edu

Yale Repertory Theatre
www.yalerep.org
203-432-1234

Yale School of Music
www.music.yale.edu

Yale University Art Gallery
www.artgallery.yale.edu

Yale University Bands
www.yale.edu/yaleband
203-432-4111

Young Audiences of Connecticut
www.yaconn.org

Arts Council member organizations 19

The best deals!
■ Student* $20
■ Artist $35
■ Individual $50
■ Family $60
■ Joint membership $60
     with Shoreline Arts Alliance

And more!
■ Advocate $100
■ Champion $250
■ Investor $500
■ Arts Patron $1000 +
*Student level does not include direct mail of The Arts Paper

■ I am a senior citizen. (Deduct $5 except for joint membership)

■ I’d love to volunteer!

■ I’d like to join the Photo Arts Collective.

■ Please do not share my mailing information.

Categories
■ Architecture
■ Crafts
■ Dance
■ Design
■ Literary arts
■ Media arts
■ Music
■ Theater
■ Visual arts
■ Other

Name

Address

City State Zip

Phone

Email

Web address

For business or organization membership, please call the Arts Council or visit us online.

The Arts Council is eligible to receive matching gifts.

It’s
easy

to join Pay by check: Make check payable
to The Arts Council of Greater New Haven.

Online: Go to www.newhavenarts.org
to view membership benefits.  Card number Expiration date          /

 Cardholder signature

Pay by Visa/MC:

Be great
in act

as you
have been
in thought

SHAKESPEARE

,

.
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Arts Council programs20

Advice from the AC
Advice Sessions with the Arts Council will be on hiatus for the summer, 

but Debbie Hesse, director of artist services and programs, will be avail-

able by appointment. To schedule a time to talk, contact Debbie at (203) 

772-2788 or e-mail dhesse@newhavenarts.org.

Make.Art.Work.: 
Career Strategies for Visual Artists

June: Making a Living as an Artist

Making a Living as an Artist requires both “nuts and 

bolts” know-how, coupled with enthusiasm, drive, 

and persistence. In this workshop, you’ll learn how to 

take your art career to the next level, with guidance 

from creative career coach Jane Pollak, author of Soul 

Proprietor. Think of this workshop as your “complete 

roadmap” to entrepreneurial success.

Monday, June 24, 6-8:30 p.m. 

at the University of New Haven

For more information and to register, 

visit makeartwork.org.

Location: 200 Leeder Hill Drive, Hamden, South Entrance

Hours: Tuesday & Thursday, 4-7 p.m.; Saturday, 1-4 p.m.

On Nature

Including artwork by Aspasia Patti Anos, Anna Broell Bresnick, Laurie Flaherty, 

Michael Galvin, Susan McCaslin, Paulette Rosen, Kyle Skar, and Balam Soto. 

Curated by Debbie Hesse and Steven Olsen.

Dates: Through June 30

Paulette Rosen

Perspectives …
The Gallery at Whitney Center

Location: First 

Niagara Bank, 

195 Church 

St., 4th fl oor,

New Haven

Hours: Bank 

hours

Ethan Boisvert  

and Mark K. 

St. Mary

Dates: Through 

June 14

Anita Soos and 

Ken Lovell

Dates: June 

18–September 

20

Gallery 195

Ethan Boisvert

Saturday, June 8, 12-5 p.m. — 

rain or shine!

Join us for an afternoon of family fun! This 

event takes over Audubon Street, between 

Whitney Avenue and Orange Street in New 

Haven. Children and adults will be able to 

enjoy hands-on art activities, live dance, 

music, theatrical performances, and more 

at “Edge” 2013.

With support from Audubon Arts & Retail 

District, The Community Foundation for 

New Haven, Connecticut Offi ce of the 

Arts, First Niagara Bank, The George A. & 

Grace L. Long Foundation, “Kiducation,” 

Pfi zer, Star 99.9, Suzio York Hill and The Werth Family Foundation

Audubon Arts on the Edge

Photo by Judy Sirota Rosenthal

Reintegrate Ideas Talk
Wednesday, June 19, 5:30-7 p.m. 

at the Yale Center for British Art, 1080 Chapel St., New Haven

The seven innovative Reintegrate teams will be presenting their projects to the public as 

part of the International Festival of Arts & Ideas. See videos about each of these teams 

at ReintegrateNewHaven.com and we’ll see you at the event! Free and open to the pub-

lic. Seating is fi rst come, fi rst served.

Location: 70 Audubon 

St., 2nd fl oor, New 

Haven 

Hours: Monday–Friday,

9 a.m.–5 p.m.

Spectra 2013

The Photo Arts Collec-

tive’s annual members 

show

Dates:Through July 5

Sumner McKnight Crosby Jr. Gallery

Jim Fiora

The Photo Arts Collective is an Arts Council program that aims to cul-

tivate and support a community of individuals who share an interest 

in photography, through workshops, lectures, exhibitions, portfolio 

reviews, group critiques, and special events. The Photo Arts Collective 

meets the fi rst Thursday of the month at the Kehler Liddell Gallery, 

873 Whalley Ave., New Haven, at 7 p.m. To learn more, e-mail 

photoartscollective@gmail.com.

Photo Arts Collective
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